
 
 

How do I get boater certified? 
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Beginning June 1, New Jersey operators of boats powered by an engine will be 
required to take a boating safety education course. The state implemented the 
regulations earlier this year to improve safety on the water. Compliance will be phased 
in over the next three years, depending on the age of the boater. Previously, New 
Jersey offered an optional boating safety course.  

Why is the law being implemented at this time? It was proposed three years ago 
and was prompted by an increasing number of complaints from boaters about the 
number of infractions on the water. How dangerous is it on the water? In 2001, New 
Jersey State Police responded to 216 boating accidents, 51 of them involving personal 
watercraft. The following year, there were 177 reported accidents, including 31 involving 
personal watercraft. In 2003, there were reports of 207 accidents, with 48 of them 
involving personal watercraft, and in 2004, there were 101 accidents, with 28 involving 
personal watercraft. Those figures don't take into account the number of close-calls and 
accidents that are not reported. Why is the law being implemented over three years? It 
gives time for people to come into compliance. The easiest way to phase it in was to 
make it effective by date of birth. What other states require boater safety education? 
New Jersey joins 43 other states and U.S. territories that require some type of safety 
education. Those states with no kind of mandatory education are Alaska, Arizona, 
Maine, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wyoming. Where can I take a 
boater safety education course? The courses are offered at locations throughout the 
state and throughout the year by organizations such as the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
and the U.S. Power Squadrons. Go to www.cgaux.org; www.usps.org; or 
www.boatus.com for a listing of times and locations. Courses are also advertised in 
marine trade magazines. Can I take a safety course on-line? Not at this time. Although 
the law will allow for that in the future, boaters are required to take the course and the 
test in person. How much will it cost? The courses range from $40 to $80 or more. Do I 
have to take the course if I own or rent a kayak? No. The law only applies to power 
vessels. Do sailboaters have to take this course? Yes, if the sailboat has an engine. 
What if I'm an experienced boater? You have a one-time shot of testing out of the 
course. If you fail the test, offered by the state police, you must take the entire eight-
hour course. What if I've already taken the state safety course? You need to keep your 



safety certificate with you when boating. If you've already taken the course but don't 
have a copy of your certificate, contact the state police at (609) 882-2000, ext. 6181. 
How will the law be enforced? If you are stopped for an infraction, you will be required to 
show your safety certificate. You will be fined $100 for the first violation; $200 for the 
second violation and $300 for the third violation. What if I rent a personal watercraft? 
You don't need to take the course for a certificate, but you will have to be at least 18 
years old to operate the machine and will have to receive some safety instruction from 
the rental agency before using it.  

 
People born after Dec. 31, 1978 must take the immediately 

People born after Dec. 31, 1968 must take the course before June 1, 2006 

People born after Dec. 31, 1958 must take the course before June 1, 2007 

People born after Dec. 31, 1948 must take the course before June 1, 2008 

All others must take the course before June 1, 2009 

 


