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N 
ow that our boats are safely 
winterized it is time to think 
about getting ready for next 
season.  Some of us will 

work on small maintenance items we 
brought home when we stripped the 
boat, some of us will plan on 
attending boat shows, some will head 
to warmer waters to continue boating 
interests, and some will impatiently 
wait for next Spring. 
 
My recommendation is to spend the 
time increasing your boating skills by 
attending LSPS classes or seminars 
to be given in February, April and 
May. 
 
Our squadron is offering many 
courses and seminars designed to 
make your next season safer and 
more fun. 
 
An excellent choice would be our 
newest seminar titled ñSuddenly in 
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Commandò.   
 
It is designed for the spouse, 
significant other, friend, relative or 
anyone who might find themselves in 
charge of getting help and/or getting 
back to port safely should the normal 
captain become incapacitated or 
involved in dealing with an 
emergency. 
 
Many people in that situation would 
not know how to use the radio, start, 
run, or safely dock a boat.  This 
seminar will give that person the 
confidence to safely handle a 
potentially dangerous situation. 
 
Look over the list of classes and 
seminars; Iôm sure you will find one or 
two that will satisfy the urge to start 
preparing for the next season, as well 
as help make you a better, safer 
boater.  
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Winter 2009  

Cdr Richard Pfaff, JN 
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New Vernon Firehouse 
Feb. 5th   7:00PM  

Talks and round table discussions on local boating areas  

¶ NJ Shore - Navasink & Shrewsbury Rivers 
¶ Long Island Sound 

Please see the attached flier for more information 

Vol. 51 Number 4  



Winter Classes 2010  
 

Advanced Piloting - Feb. 2 - $40.00 
Marine Communications Systems - Feb. 2 

- TBD 
Sail - Feb. 2 - $45.00 

Navigation (cont) - Jan. 7 
Weather - Feb. 2 - $55.00 

Cruise Planning - May 6 - $35.00 
Seamanship - Apr. 22 - $45.00 

Instructor Development - Apr. 20 - NO 
COST 

 
For info on all courses or to sign up 

please email 
education@lackawanna.org    

or call 973 635 -7576  
 

Spring Seminars 2010  
 

Our seminars for this season are planned for April 
and May.  Make sure to look out for: ñSuddenly in 
Command.ò  More information to follow in the 

Spring Totem. 
 

For info on all seminars please email 
education@lackawanna.org    

or call 973 635 -7576  

Education Corner  

Totem Page 2 

There's even more to your excellent story 
explaining how the New Jersey mandatory 
boating safety courses are driving down accidents 
and fatalities.  A large number of states have 
enacted mandatory boating education, and 
whereas the statistics in your story are 
impressive, they are even more impressive if you 
go back further.   
 
In 1974 (before many states required boating 
education) there were approximately 6 million 
registered pleasure boats in the US, and there 
were 1754 fatalities.  By 2008 there were now 
approximately 13 million registered boats and 
fatalities had dropped to 709, or 1045 fewer 
fatalities.   
 
The two primary boating safety educators in the 
United States are the United States Power 
Squadrons and Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.  Nationally, in 2007, there was only 1 
death among those persons who took a USPS 
course and 6 who took the CG Auxiliary 
course.  The remaining 702 fatalities were among 
those who took no course or a course other than 
USPS or the Auxiliary.   
 
I recall the lunch that Joe Miciak (a member of the 
NY/NJ Harbor Anti Terrorism Commission) and I 
had with you when the mandatory boating course 
legislation was before the NJ legislature. Joe and 
I also met with senators to provide information to 
the them to help shape the legislation.  When 
New Jersey passed the mandatory boating 
education legislation (A2624), a large number of 
people saw an opportunity to profit from it and 
began teaching courses, many of which were 
poorly taught.  In fact, Trooper Rich Brown sent 
undercover troopers to some of the suspicious 
courses, and four people are now being 
prosecuted.  USPS has been teaching boating 
safety courses since about 1924 and is a 501c(3) 
none profit organization.  In fact, during WW II, 
USPS trained navigators for the Navy, and 
President Roosevelt  

Smoother sailing for Jersey's Boaters - 
The rest of the story  

GOLDCO ENGINEERING LLC  
Mobile Marine Electrical Services  

The Jersey Shoreôs Powerboat Specialist 
 

Navigation * Communications * Networks 
Audio * Lighting * AC / DC Systems Diagnostics and 

Repairs * Upgrades 
Outboard and I/O Winterization  

 

732-504-5016 or 201-213-2201 
Fully Insured 

Contô on page 11 

by Don Baker  
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Dick Aiken and Art 

Epstein taking 
sights at Sandy 

Hook. 

Americaôs Boating Course (ABC v3) 

Winter 2010  
SEMESTER  

 
ABC awards the boat safety certificate required in 
New Jersey to operate a power vessel or personal 
watercraft. Currently, all power vessel operators 
born in 1949 or later are required to possess a 

certificate. On and after June 1, 2009, all  power 
vessel operators must possess the certificate.  

 
FOUR TUESDAY NIGHTS 
Feb. 9 - Mar. 9  7PM - 9PM 

Montville Township Public Library 
Anthony Pisano 
973-402-2672 

publiced@lackawanna.org 
 

On-line registration at www.lackawanna.org 
is required by Feb. 3 
$70.00 per person 

 
Please tell friends and relatives about ABC.  
Contact Anthony Pisano to help or proctor.  

Assistance is needed on all evenings  

 
Have some time 
to kill on the cold 

winter nights? 
 
 
 

http://www.shegame.com/cat/50/
Boat/flash-games-1 

 
Thanks to Tom Hendershot for the link 
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¶ 2010 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS $30 
each.  To purchase or for more 
information contact Joan Watts 973-377-
5153 

¶ CPR/FA Training Sat., Jan 30. 2010, at 
Dow Chemical Corp. in Bound Brook, NJ. 
all day course starting at 8 and going into 
the afternoon.  Bring your lunch. Please 
call if you are interested: Chris Windeler ,    
908 879-5066, cwindeler@comcast.net  

¶ SAVE THE DATE - 2010 Change of 
Watch - April 25th  

Announcements  

Winter 2009 

Winter Public Courses  

Games for Boaters  

N Students Take Sights  
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