
 Totem 

I 
t’s now January and you have 
undoubtedly safely winterized or 
abandoned your boat some time 
ago.  Many of you took advantage of 

our Fall courses and seminars, and it 
was great to see you at our Membership 
Meeting and Holiday Party.  The speaker 
at the Fall Membership Meeting was a 
real hit and paid dividends as he 
extended a discount for his charter 
service which many of us (myself 
included)  took advantage of.   
 
In addition, P/C Anthony Pisano 
organized a couple of events -- a half-
day fishing trip on the Sea Tiger II and a 
trip to the Tuckerton Seaport & Baymen's 
Museum.  Many thanks to Anthony, and 
challenge to the rest of us to organize 
events like this.  It can be as simple as a 
wine party on the docks.  Be creative. 
 
As I write this, I’m looking forward to 
working District 4’s booth at the New 
York Boat show, and I see that many of 
our squadron members,  including the 
newer members, are doing so as 
well.  Thanks to all of you who help out at 

this important marketing event. 
 
I’d also like to recognize our members who 
are serving at the district and national 
level.  Chris Windeler has been serving as a 
national Rear Commander, Ray Nylander 
will be assuming command of District 4 with 
Rich Pfaff serving as his Secretary, and I will 
serve as Assistant Education Officer for the 
District.  There are so many ways to get 
involved in our organization and USPS is 
what we make of it. 
 
I’m spending this downtime learning how to 
use the new GPS VHF portable Santa 
brought me, prepping for Stingray’s Spring 
refit, and relaxing by the fire with Bowditch.  I 
encourage you to do the same and take 
advantage our courses and seminars listed 
elsewhere in this Totem, planning cruises, 
and attending our meetings -- we have some 
great speakers lined up. 
 
As always, check out our (award winning) 
web site, www.lackawanna.org, for 
updates.  I’m looking forward to seeing you 
at Founder’s Day on February 10th! 

BY: Cdr J Kevin Wanner, SN 
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T 
his is the first year that Lackawanna has 

entered the National Safe Boating 

Poster Contest.  We started this summer 

at the Shore Acres Club.  Lackawanna 

had winners in the 6- 8 and 9-11 year old 

categories.  We took them to District, and won in 

those categories.  They are going to National in 

January.  Let’s hope they win there.  We will 

continue to be a Squadron of doers.  We will 

participate, and do a darn good job. 

This was the 14
th
 year the Safe Boating Poster 

Contest has been run by National, and only the 

first time Lackawanna has participated.  I really 

want to see Lackawanna participate with many 

more entries this year.  There are three age 

categories, 6-8, 9-11, and 12-14 years old.   They 

don’t have to be in a group to participate.  So this 

summer, when it is raining or the kids are just 

bored, have them do a poster.  They can work on 

it all summer.  Entries are on poster paper.  No 

cartoon characters.  There are nice monetary 

prizes at Squadron, District, and National levels.  

They must do the work themselves.  So all you 

parents and grandparents out there, have the kids 

do posters.   They will be judged at the Fall Sail 

Power South get together.  If you have an entry, 

you will be asked to abstain from judging.  One 

poster in each age group will be entered at the 

District Fall Conference.  The winners will be 

taken to National for Final Judging.   Let’s show 

District and National that Lackawanna can and will 

participate.  

Rich and Elaine were co-chairs for the district 

poster contest last year.  Elaine will be chairing 

Youth Activities and the Poster Contest for District 

this coming year.  You will be hearing more about 

the contest in the near future.  We must support 

our youth.  They, with our help, will be the future 

Poster Contest 

of Lackawanna.  So let’s get the kids going, and in 

doing so, let’s get them more interested in safe 

boating and Lackawanna. 

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 

BY: Elaine Pfaff, AP 

http://www.genpower.com
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Mark Your Calendars 

SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

March 23, 2012 

 

The Educational Schedule for Spring 2012 
will be given out in the near future  

Announcements Training Aid for VHF Owners of DSC Technology  

How many boaters who 
have VHF radios equipped 
with DSC technology 
actually know how to use 
it? Any VHF radio 
manufactured after 2000 
was supposed to have 
Digital Selective Calling 
(DSC) technology built into 
it. But because 
manufacturers had a 
backlog of inventory, these radios did not show up on 
the shelves until a couple of years ago.  
 
Currently, channel 70 on the VHF is reserved for 
DSC. Voice communications are not allowed on this 
channel. Essentially, radios equipped with this 
technology allow for private "ship-to-ship" calls to 
other DSC-equipped vessels. They also provide the 
exact coordinates of the calling craft via a built-in LCD 
readout. They transmit the sender's ID, position, if 
interfaced with a GPS, the nature of distress, and 
contact channel. In emergency situations, a radio 
equipped with DSC and connected to a Loran or GPS 
is capable of sending an encoded "mayday" directly to 
satellites that automatically identifies the position of 
the vessel in distress.  
 
While boaters are no longer required to have an FCC- 
issued ship's station license to operate standard VHF 
radios, the new DSC-equipped VHF models must be 
registered in order to function properly in emergency 
situations. DSC units are also encoded with a nine- 
digit FCC identification number, called a Maritime 
Mobile Service Identity (MMSI), that operates much 
like a cell phone number and allows for private ship- 
to-ship calls. In order to ensure that only one intended 
vessel receives your call, you'll need to know the 
MMSI number of the radio you want to reach.  
 
To operate these radios you need to become familiar 
with the radio and protocol necessary to convey a 
message. However, you are prohibited from pressing 
the emergency "red" button on the radio unless you 
have an actual emergency.  
 
Click on the link below to take a free VHF/DSC radio 
course on its proper use. 

VHF/DSC Radio Course for the Recreational Boater  

W 
e’ve made a number of changes to make your 
email easier to use and more useful.  We’ve now 
posted help on accessing your email right on our 
public web page, and we’ve also created a 

discussion group for use by all members to send to all 
members. 

Help Available Online 

If you’re having problems accessing your email, you can now 
access help directly from our public web page, 
www.lackawanna.org.   
 
In the left hand navigation section, you will find a “Members 
Only” section.  In there, along with links to your email and our 
directory (roster), you will see a “Help” section.  Clicking on 
the triangle next to “Help” will open all this subsection (if it’s 
not shown already).  Under there you will see three help 
topics: 

Web Access To Mail -- This provides basic information on 
accessing your mail via a web browser, such as Mozilla 
Firefox, Google Chrome, Internet Explorer, or Safari.  This 
is the most common way to access your mail. 

Forwarding Your E-mail -- For those of you who would like to 
forward mail to a personal account, e.g. 
blowboater@yahoo.com, this link provides the instructions 
on how to do that.  Note that we don’t provide support on 
access problems with non-squadron accounts. 

Using Another Mail Client -- This link provides help on how 
to access your email with a “fat,” i.e. dedicated email 
client, such as Mozilla Thunderbird or Microsoft Outlook. 

Members' Discussion Group Available 

We have created a discussion group for use by our 
members.  Unlike the squadron mailing list, 
squadron@lackawanna.org, which 

Enhancements To Your Email 

Cont’ on page 8 

BY: Cdr J Kevin Wanner, SN 

http://www.boatus.com/foundation/dsc/player.html
http://www.lackawanna.org/
http://www.lackawanna.org/help/webmail
http://www.lackawanna.org/help/forwarding
http://www.lackawanna.org/help/other-mail-client
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Bill in Congress Would Preserve Boating Access 

W 
orking waterfronts, those parts of 
town at the water’s edge dotted with 
marine-dependent businesses like 
marinas, boatyards and haul-out 

facilities, are crucial to recreational boating. 
However, in some places they are struggling as 
municipalities grapple with development 
pressures and poor planning and that’s why Rep. 
Chellie Pingree of Maine has introduced the 
“Keep America’s Waterfront Working Act of 2011″ 
(H.R. 3109) in Congress. BoatUS is urging 
boaters to ask their Congressional 
representatives to sign-on as co-sponsors of the 
bill. 

“Boaters rely on such small businesses to provide 
critical access to the water and essential services 
for their vessels and families,” said BoatUS 
Assistant Vice President of Government Affairs 
Ryck Lydecker. “If Rep. Pingree’s bill passes, it 
would be an extremely positive step in preserving 
access, facilities and services for recreational 
boaters and anglers.” 

The waterfront is an economic engine and job 
provider for many communities, and H.R. 3109 
would help states develop tools to preserve sites 
for water-dependent commercial activities. The 
bill is nearly identical to one that Pingree 
introduced in 2009. Grants would allow coastal 
states and communities to support and protect 
places where boatyards, marinas and other 
service providers do business, as well as boat 
builders, commercial fishermen, fishing charter 
and tour boat operators, and other water-
dependent businesses. For example, working 
boatyards and other points of waterfront access 
at risk of conversion to non-water-dependent 
uses could be acquired from willing sellers. It 
would also provide essential funding for 
waterfront planning that could stem the tide of 
conversion. 

“The waterfront is the only viable location for such 
businesses, and the continued access they 
provide to recreational boaters along our coasts is 
vital to the future of boating,” Lydecker added. 

H.R. 3109 currently has 18 co-sponsors but 

needs more, 
according to 
BoatUS. 
Boaters can 
review the bill 
and ask their 
members of 
Congress to 
co-sponsor 
at: http://

www.boatus.com/gov/workingwaterfronts For more 
information, contact BoatUS Government Affairs at 
703-461-2878, ext. 8363 or email 
mailto:GovtAffairs@BoatUS.com. 

 

BY: BoatUS  

Traders Cove 

A 
 federal report underwritten by U.S. 

Department of the Interior cited the 

Traders Cove Marina and Park project as 

one of its 100 showcase initiatives. 

The study, entitled America’s Great Outdoors Fifty-

State Report, summarizes two environmental ideas 

from each state that illustrate conservation and 

recreational projects developed through unique 

public- private partnerships. 

Traders Cove, located off Mantoloking Road and 

overlooking the Barnegat Bay, was purchased in 

2005 from a private company, Paramount Homes, 

for about $8 million in a complex deal that included 

the township, the county, the environmental 

organization Save Barnegat Bay and state grants. 

In addition, an anonymous donor contributed 

$500,000 towards the project as part of the deal. 

The 11.5-acre park and marina is expected to offer 

waterfront access from Barnegat Bay, a boardwalk 

promenade, a playground and 

BY: Asbury Park Press  

Cont’ on page 10 

http://www.boatus.com/gov/workingwaterfronts
http://www.boatus.com/gov/workingwaterfronts
mailto:GovtAffairs@BoatUS.com
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Red Lights For Good Night Vision – But Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

Communications, Collaboration, and Directory 
Services 

Identity Access, Management & Governance 

Google Apps Migration and Deployment 

wanner@trenchantconsulting.com 

www.trenchantconsulting.com 

Kevin Wanner  

973-761-5734  

R 
ed lights in the cockpit or cabin are there 
to protect your night vision – that critically 
important sense to achieve the very best 
outcome when scanning for objects on 

the horizon at night. There is even a cap with built in 
lights both white LED and Red LED that can be 
turned on separately. But have you ever wondered 
just why the red lights achieve this? 

The back of our eye, called the ‘retina’ detects light 
and allows us to ‘see’. The retina is made of of 2 
types of structures, cones and rods. 

The cones are responsible for our normal daytime 
vision. Cones detect both the wavelength (color) 
and intensity (brightness) of light that goes into our 
eyes and passes that information to our brain. 

The rods are responsible for our ‘night adapted 
vision’. Rods do not detect wavelength (no color), 
but are very sensitive to intensity (brightness) of 
light. They pass on only shades of gray to our brain. 
They only work at very low light intensities (dim 

light), are most sensitive to light at about 500nm 
(turquoise/cyan), and are blind to red light (around 
620nm). 

If you are walking around in daylight and you see the 
world in a kaleidoscope of colors, you are using your 
cones to see with. If you are walking around under 
starlight and the whole landscape appears as shades 
of gray, you are using your rods to see with. 

The last thing you really need to know about the rods 
is that it takes some time for them to work after moving 
from bright lights to a dim environment. Usually it takes 
about 15-30 minutes for them to work at 100%. 
However, even a fraction of a second of bright light will 
cause the clock to reset and you may have to wait 
another 15-30 minutes for your night vision to be back 
to 100%. 

This is why it is very important to have a red light in 
your cabin to switch on when you wake for your next 
night watch. It will prevent you arriving in the cockpit 
temporarily blinded. 

BY: CAPTBOATSAFE  

http://www.trenchantconsulting.com
http://boatsafe.wordpress.com/author/captboatsafe/
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W 
hen I wrote about the need and use of a 
VHF radio a few summers ago, I noted 
that if you didn’t have a radio aboard 
that you were risking your life over a 

couple of hundred dollars – it was “nutty” not to have 
a radio aboard. Nonetheless, many boaters still 
don’t! And those skippers rely on their cell phone for 
emergency assistance. OK, I guess you can lead a 
horse to water but you can’t make him drink. 
 
Here is the “scuttlebutt” on cell phones on the wa-
ter... 
 
Remember "*CG"? - It's Gone 
Starting in the early 90’s, many cell phone service 
providers offered a special telephone number that 
would give you direct access, via your cell phone, to 
a US Coast Guard Operations Center. However, as 
many cell systems were upgraded, the feature didn’t 
migrate to the new system and the Coast Guard 
found that coverage was thus very spotty and could 
create dangerous delays in dispatching USCG re-
sources to an emergency situation. As a conse-
quence, in October 2006, the Coast Guard request-
ed that all cellular phone service providers discontin-
ue the *CG service, except in Alaska, and any such 
calls be routed to the 911 Public Safety Answering 
Point (PSAP) nearest to where the call originated. 
 
Even when it worked, mariners didn’t always know 
where they were and the USCG had no ready mech-
anism to determining where they were. Now, with 
Rescue 21, this problem has been dramatically re-
duced and often eliminated 
(see AtlanticMaritimeAcademy, Rescue 21 – 21st 
Century Savior), if you are using a VHF radio. Lastly, 
even when you did reach the USCG, they were the 
only one aware of your predicament. VHF-16 is, by 
Federal law, required to be monitored by all vessels 
equipped with a VHF radio. Another private boater 
could be much closer to you than the nearest USCG 
station – and getting the “rescue clock starts now” 
sequence going may be the difference between life 
and death… (seeAtlanticMaritimeAcademy, The 
Good Samaritan) 
 

But I Want My Cell Phone! 
OK, skipper, here is the scuttlebutt. First, there is no – 
none – reliable way to be definitive about cell phone 
coverage at sea. Is it better the closer you are to land? 
Yes, compared to being far away. But cell phone sys-
tems are designed for land-base use and the associat-
ed physics of how objects absorb and reflect signals. 
Water is an entirely different kettle of fish, no pun in-
tended. 
 
Another agonizing puzzle is when you can see “5 
bars” on your cell phone but still can’t connect a call. 
Why..? Here is a likely scenario – there is a cell phone 
tower high up on a hill somewhere and it, with its high-
er-powered signal, can see you. But your cell phone 
isn’t strong enough to transmit all the way back to the 
cell tower! So, if you are intent on using your cell 
phone at sea, start looking into external antennas and 
signal boosters. Some boosters claim, when attached 
to an external 8’ antenna, that the signal range can 
extend up to 50 miles. Now, if you are ready to spring 
for the cost of the external antenna, can I suggest 
again that you attach a VHF radio to it? 
 
The Technology 
The world-wide cellular system depends on two things 
– low power transmission and continual reuse of a lim-
ited number of frequencies. This is where the term 
“cell phone” comes from – you travel from cell to cell, 
bounded by low-power transmission, and are handed 
off automatically from one radio frequency to another. 
 
The cell tower is transmitting, usually, at just a few 
watts and your cell phone is transmitting back at even 
lower power – as low as 1/1,000th of a watt. It is al-
ways lower than 1 watt. (BTW, a handheld VHF radio 
is transmitting at 5 watts and the dashboard VHF radio 
is transmitting at 25 watts…) 
 
As you travel towards the edges of adjacent cells, the 
cell phone tower’s software coordinates the hand-off 
from cell-a to cell-b. If your boat is disabled and bob-
bing in the waves, there is no way to move closer to 
an adjacent cell like your car naturally does… 
 
To Take Or Not To Take? 
Take it, by all means! When it does work, there is no 
better way to have a private, non-emergency conver-
sation and most USCG and USCGAux vessels are 
equipped with cell phones for this reason. But, when it 
comes to an emergency, your VHF radio is the best 
and fastest way to being rescued! 
 

Cell Phones Onboard 
BY: Vincent Pica  

http://www.atlanticmaritimeacademy.com/radiorescue212010.html
http://www.atlanticmaritimeacademy.com/radiorescue212010.html
http://www.atlanticmaritimeacademy.com/goodsam.html
http://www.atlanticmaritimeacademy.com/goodsam.html
http://www.dailyboater.com/2011/12/cell-phones-onboard.html
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A 
 lot of mishaps can occur out on the 
water, most of which are more 
inconvenient and embarrassing than 
anything else. But when lives are on the 

line – your boat is on fire or sinking rapidly with 
people on board, or someone is in imminent 
danger of dying without immediate medical 
assistance – you want every available resource 
dispatched to your position. A mayday call will 
bring that kind of help. Not only will the U.S. 
Coast Guard respond, but the Coast Guard may 
notify state and local search-and-rescue units in 
your vicinity and ask them to respond as well. 
The Coast Guard will also transmit an Urgent 
Marine Information Broadcast over marine-band 
VHF-FM radio Channel 16, notifying all vessels in 
the area of your emergency.  

A mayday – the term is derived from the French 
venez m’aider, meaning “Come. Help me.” – 
should be transmitted if possible via marine-band 
VHF-FM radio Channel 16 or 2182 kHz MF/SSB. 
Emergencies can go from bad to worse in 
seconds, so try to get as much information 
across in as little time as possible. International 
Maritime Organization protocols call for beginning 
the transmission with the word “mayday” 
repeated three times, followed by the name and 
number of your vessel, its position, the nature of 
the emergency and the number of people on 
board, their condition and whether they are 
wearing life jackets. If you have a marine GPS, 
relate the latitudinal and longitudinal coordinates. 
If not, state your distance and magnetic or true 
bearing from the closest navigational landmark. If 
time allows, you can also relay your departure 
point, departure time and the speed at which you 
were traveling. All of these can help rescuers 
locate you. 

Once you’ve made contact and given your 
information, Coast Guard Search and Rescue 
planners will keep you advised of their actions 
and give you an estimate of when rescue units 
will arrive. If you have a medical emergency, 
assign someone to monitor the radio from the 
time you make the call until the rescuers are on 

the scene. The Coast Guard will direct you to the 
nearest safe haven and advise you of what actions 
you should take in the interim. 

The Rescue Coordination Center or local Coast 
Guard station may deploy a helicopter, rescue vessel 
or nearby commercial ship, depending on your 
location, the local weather, the availability of crew 
and equipment, and the nature of the emergency. 

When the Coast Guard receives your mayday, the 
mission coordinator will determine your degree of 
danger by considering several factors: the nature of 
your situation and the gear on board your vessel 
(e.g., first-aid kit, food, water, life jackets), the 
accuracy of your position, the tide, visibility, current 
and sea conditions, present and forecast weather, 
special considerations (e.g., age/health of those on 
board), whether you have reliable communications, 
the degree of fear in those on board and the potential 
for the situation to deteriorate further. 

If a helicopter is dispatched, be sure to secure all 
loose items on deck, as 

How to Make a Mayday Call 
BY: U.S. Coast Guard Office of Search and Rescue  

A Whale of a Story 

T 
he quirkiest story of the week happened 

in Australian waters: A  whale picked up 

an anchor line and towed a yacht and its 

two crew 1.5 nm out to sea. 

The whale, no doubt, was just as alarmed as the 

crew – with the rope in his 

mouth, dragging an anchor 

on one side and a yacht on 

the other. 

They finally cut the line and 

lost both whale and anchor. Can you imagine filling 

out the insurance claim form for the loss of that 

anchor? Or, the reaction of the insurance assessor?                

The photo above shows the whale towing the yacht out to sea by the 

anchor line. 

BY CAPTBOATSAFE  

Cont’ on page 8 

http://boatsafe.wordpress.com/author/captboatsafe/
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helicopter rotor wash is powerful, and unsecured items may 
turn into flying projectiles. Lower and secure any sails, remove 
any equipment that may snag the line attached to the rescue 
basket and make sure everyone is wearing a life jacket. The 
helicopter is likely to approach your boat on the port stern 
quarter, because it gives the pilot optimal visibility from the 
cockpit. So unless instructed otherwise, set your course so the 
wind is 45 degrees off your port bow. Remember, never shine a 
light or strobe directly toward the helicopter, and never fire 
flares in its vicinity. Wait for the rescuers to tell you what to do, 
and then do it. In any emergency situation, listening may be 
your most important skill. 

Recently, the Coast Guard began implementing a new 
command, control and communications system – Rescue 21 – 
which is being installed in stages across the U.S. It will vastly 
improve the Coast Guard’s ability to save lives and property. 

Harnessing global positioning and other advanced 
communications technology, this fully integrated system will 
cover coastlines, navigable rivers and waterways in the 
continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, Guam and Puerto Rico, and 
help eliminate 88 known radio coverage gaps. 

No new equipment is needed for you to benefit from Rescue 
21, but you can help improve response time by upgrading to a 
marine-band VHF-FM radio equipped with digital selective 
calling (DSC). When properly registered with a Maritime Mobile 
Service Identity (MMSI) number and interfaced with GPS, the 
DSC radio signal transmits vital information – vessel name, 
position, owner/operator’s name and the nature of the distress 
(if entered) – with one push of a button, and a reply should be 
received almost immediately. 

For more information, visit http://uscg.mil/acquisition/rescue21/
strategy.asp  

Mayday Call (cont’) 
can only be used by bridge officers for squadron 
business, this group, discuss@lackawanna.org, is 
available for all squadron members for use in sending 

discussion comments to other group members.  The group 
is opt-out, meaning everyone has been added to the 
group, and individuals can “opt-out” by removing 
themselves from the list. 
 
Use this group to post information or events of interest to 
other members such as squadron, district, USPS, or 
marine-related events or information, items for sale or that 
you’re searching for, or just use it to get a question 
answered. 
 
To use the group, you must be logged into, or sending 
through, your squadron account.  You can either send an 
e-mail to discuss@lackawanna.org, or go to the 
discussion group’s home page at link.lackawanna.org/
discuss and click on “new post.”  From the home page, 
you can also review old topics. 
 
To edit your membership, click on “Edit my membership” 
from the home page.  You have several options.  First, 
you can select the frequency of mail with the following 
options: 

 No Email (I will read this group on the web) 

 Abridged Email (Once per day or for every 100 

messages -- Get a summary of new activity each day) 

 Digest Email (Approximately 1 email per day -- Get up 

to 25 full new messages bundled into a single email) 

 Email (Approximately 1 email per day -- Send each 

message to me as it arrives.  This is the default) 
 
Given the current frequency of email on this list, the 
default should be fine for everyone; however, if traffic 
increases, you may want to consider one of the other 
options.  Finally, you can completely unsubscribe by 
clicking the “Unsubscribe” button. 

Enhancements To Your Email  
(cont’) 

Phantom Fishing Trip  

http://uscg.mil/acquisition/rescue21/strategy.asp
http://uscg.mil/acquisition/rescue21/strategy.asp
mailto:discuss@lackawanna.org
mailto:discuss@lackawanna.org
http://link.lackawanna.org/discuss
http://link.lackawanna.org/discuss
https://picasaweb.google.com/105905360757350582168/PhantomFishingTrip?feat=flashslideshow#
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P 
olice and Maritime authorities are urging 
the public to take precautions when 
boating this summer, with police also 
launching the Marine Area Command’s 
(MAC) Facebook page. 

The MAC ‘Eyewatch’ page is part of the NSW 
Police Force’s Facebook site and is aimed at 
arming the community with information on 
maritime safety. 

It has been launched as part of the NSW Police 
Force’s ‘Play Safe, Stay Safe’ campaign and will 
provide the community with up-to-date 
information on boating, fishing and water safety.  

Marine Area Commander, Superintendent Mark 
Hutchings said, “The Eyewatch page will allow 
members of the community to interact with police 
via Facebook. 

“The page will also feature a ‘stolen vessels’ tab, 
allowing boating enthusiasts to access a list of 
stolen vessels and avoid being ‘taken for a ride’ 
when buying a boat,” Supt Hutchings said.  

“Police are also committed to ensuring maritime 
safety and security, especially over the summer 
months and holiday period. 

“The Marine Area Command (MAC) will be 
targeting illegal drugs; alcohol related crime; and 
anti-social behaviour on coastal and inland 
waterways this summer. 

“Alcohol and water don’t mix. If you’re thinking of 
drinking while boating, think again – the same 
‘drink-driving’ rules apply on the water as they do 
on our roads. 

“Extra maritime traffic is expected on the state’s 
waterways over summer and police will be 
targeting coastal and inland water-ways to 
ensure the operators of recreational and 
commercial vessels are compliant with maritime 
laws.  

“Skippers are reminded of their responsibility to 
ensure there is safety equipment on board their 
vessels and are responsible for the manner in 
which their vessel is driven. 

PLAY SAFE, STAY SAFE' Police launch Marine Area Command's Facebook 'Eyewatch' 

“Everyone has an obligation to keep our waterways 
safe – skippers and passengers alike need to ensure 
their own safety as well as that of others on the 
water,” Supt Hutchings said.  

NSW Maritime Acting General Manager Operations, 
Trevor Williams said, “Maritime Boating Safety 
Officers would also be out in force over coming 
weeks in a bid to support safe and responsible 
boating statewide. 

“The most important message this summer is for 
people to realise a lifejacket will only save your life if 
you wear it. 

“It is now compulsory to wear lifejackets more often, 
especially when in small craft that are susceptible to 
capsize or swamping,” Mr Williams said. 

Safe Speed & Keeping a Proper Lookout  

 Be aware of speed limits when out on the water 

 If you are boating in unfamiliar waters, plan your 
trip and be aware of signage in the area 

 Alter your speed for changing conditions 

 Keep a lookout for any danger if you are 
participating in water sports involving towing -such 
as water skiing or wakeboarding, etc, to ensure the 
safety of the person being towed as well as other 
boaters in the vicinity 

 Mitigate the risk of a collision with other boats in 
the water 

Take care, be propeller aware, especially when 
swimmers are in the water 

Boating at night 

 Navigating at night requires special care and 
attention so make sure you can be seen - vessels 
operating at night, whether at anchor or underway, 
must carry and exhibit the correct lights 

 Ensure lights on vessels are displayed correctly - 
relative to the size and class of the vessel 

 Ensure safety equipment, in particular lifejackets, 
are on board; in good condition; and are easily 
accessible in the case of an emergency 

 Skippers should ensure they have the required 
license and/or certificate of 

BY: New South Wales Police, Australia  

Cont’ on page 10 
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competency before operating a vessel 

Ensure vessels meet registration/survey 
requirements. 

Boat Suitability  

 Know the wind and wave limits of your boat 

 Don’t take chances in conditions you might 
not be able to handle, or in unfamiliar water 

Ensure your boat has built-in flotation. If you do 
capsize, stay with your craft as your chances of 
rescue are higher 

Offshore boating 

 Every craft has its limit - offshore boating or 
bar crossings increase the demands on you and 
your boat. If in doubt, don’t take risks 

 Ensure your boat and gear are in good 
working order before setting out 

 Advise someone of your plans; where you are 
going; and your expected return 

 Regularly check the weather conditions 

For more details on maritime safety visit the 
Marine Area Command’s ‘Eyewatch’ page via 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
NSWPoliceMAC.  

PLAY SAFE, STAY SAFE'  (cont’) 

connect to the adjacent Edwin B. Forsythe National 

Wildlife Refuge, according to project specifications. 

Since then, the state has awarded the township more 

than $5,300,000 in grants for the acquisition and 

development for Traders Cove through its Green 

Acres Program. 

Additional money from a boating infrastructure grant, 

the state I-Boat NJ Program, has provided more than 

$1.24 million toward the marina. 

Local leaders say they hope the marina and park will 

be open by the end of this year. 

The federal report recognized the project for its goal of 

granting needed water access to a low-income, high-

density region. 

Township officials celebrated the projects inclusion on 

the 50-state report. 

"It is an honor to have Traders Cove included in a 

report about some of the most important conservation 

projects that are going on right now in the United 

States,’’ Mayor Stephen C. Acropolis said Tuesday in 

a news release. “It shows that we are moving in the 

right direction there." 

The other conservation project from the state noted in 

the report was the extensive landscape restoration to 

the Barnegat Bay watershed.  

 

Traders Cove (cont’) 

https://www.facebook.com/NSWPoliceMAC
https://www.facebook.com/NSWPoliceMAC
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Calendar 

Jan. 16 Executive Committee Meeting  Madison House 

Jan. 24-29 National Meeting  Jacksonville, FL 

Feb. 10 Founders Day New Vernon Fire HQ. 

Feb. 20 Executive Committee Meeting  Madison House 

Mar. 19 Executive Committee Meeting  Madison House 

Mar. 23 Spring Membership Meeting New Vernon Fire HQ. 

Apr. 16 Executive Committee Meeting  Madison House 

   



 

Please join us for a  

Cash bar from 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

Dinner from 7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Coffee/Desert and speaker from 8:00pm - 9:30pm 

Our menu will include:  

Hot Buffet, Salads, Dessert and Coffee.   

Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron  

FOUNDER’S DAY 
Friday, February 10, 2012 

6:30pm - 9:30pm 

New Vernon Fire House  

22 Village Road 

New Vernon, NJ  07976 

Detach here and return to: 

Dennis O’Brien 

8 Diann Dr. Montville  NJ  07045 

(732) 853-5314 or (973) 335-6634 or adminofficer@lackawanna.org 

Number of people attending ___________ x $15.00 per person  

Total enclosed $_____________ (Please make check out to LSPS) 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN February 6th 

Please join us for a catered dinner and a featured talk by 

Blair Bugher– AMS 

Blair is a full-time, Boat US recommended marine surveyor, and has an OUPV 

and Masters Merchant Marine License. He will be speaking on the various types 

of marine surveys, as well  

as common issues he has come across with vessel maintenance.  

This is a great opportunity to learn some tips on preventive maintenance and get 

answers to some of your questions from an experienced surveyor. 

Hope you can make it! 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN February 6th 

mailto:adminofficer@lackawanna.org

