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H 
appy New 
Year.  Time flies 
when your having 
fun, it seems like we 
just rang in the 

2000's,remember Y2k?   

The LSPS 2014 Holiday Party 
was a great time.  Frank and 
Carol Gingerelli threw a 
wonderful, festive party at the 
New Vernon Firehouse.  Thank 
you very much to Carol and 
Frank for not only doing the job 
but adding so many wonderful 
details.  I'm sure their  Instant 
Christmas Tree was in much 
demand this year, and we're 
very lucky that they shared 
their magic with us.   We were 
all able to relax and enjoy each 
other's company.  Ken Heller 

played Christmas music for us on 
his keyboard and was 
accompanied by Barbara 
Weinerman and others for the 
classic Holiday songs. They 
sounded great and really added a 
nice touch to the 
gathering.  Frank and Carol 
arranged a comical white 
elephant gift exchange.  The gifts 
and the pursing commentary 
made for lots of laughs.   

Our Squadron is starting this New 
Year with low membership.  
Please tell your friends that we 
are a great club with fantastic 
people and events.  Let them 
know that they could be a part of 
our fun and our mission.   

Thanks and have a great New 
Year! 

BY: Cdr Brian Rogers, P 
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W 
 e have three in the 
store. We would like to 
sell them, please let me 
know. Email: 

shipsstore@lackawanna.org 

Show your support for 100 years! 
$31.95 (2 left!) 

Ships Store 

Save the Date 

Owen was Commander of Lackawanna from 1977 – 

1978 and worked very hard for the squadron earning 

41 merit marks. 

At the Fall D/4 Conference in November, Owen was 

awarded his 50 year pin and plaque.  Unfortunately, 

he was not able to attend the meeting and the award 

was accepted by D/Lt/C Elaine Pfaff, AP.  In Decem-

ber, Elaine and D/Lt /C Richard Pfaff, JN visited him 

at his home in Toms River and presented him with the 

award and his 50 year pin.  His wife Anita and son 

Rick were present for the presentation.  He was very 

happy to receive the pin and plaque and the plaque 

was promptly hung in a place of honor in the room 

where he spends all his time.  Elaine and Rich had a 

very enjoyable visit with Owen and his family and he 

said to say hello to all.  Owen would love to hear from 

old friends, so give him a call or visit him. 

CHANGE OF WATCH 2015 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

APRIL 19, 2015 

Owen Glasson 
BY: P/C Elaine Pfaff BY: Eileen Peters   
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Mercury Marine Introduces A Boat Engine Built Just For Boats 

BY: Gary Gastelu 

There’s a new American V6 engine, but you 
won’t hear it cruising down the road anytime 
soon. Down the river, on the other hand… 

Mercury Marine has developed an all-new en-
gine for large sterndrive boats that’s the only 
one on the market not based on an automotive 
powerplant. The 250 hp 4.5-liter six-cylinder 
was the product of necessity, but turned out all 
the better for it. 

The Wisconsin-based company’s last-
generation 
offering in 
the class 
was derived 
from a Gen-
eral Motors 
engine that 
was re-
placed by 
new units 
fitted with 
lots of ex-
pensive and 
complex 
new tech-
nology 
aimed at on
-road perfor-
mance and efficiency, like direct fuel injection, 
that would deliver marginal returns on the wa-
ter. 

So Mercury Marine took the opportunity to de-
sign its own engine from scratch, and optimize 
it for use in the back of a boat instead of the 
front of a car or truck. Simple things like moving 
the service points fore and the air intake aft im-
prove packaging, while a two-valve, pushrod 
setup keeps things simple and operating costs 
down. It also features a cast iron block that’s 
more resistant to corrosion in salt water than 
the aluminum ones used for many similarly-
sized automotive engines today. 

Mercury Marine’s VP of Product Management, 

Martin Bass, says its marine-specific flywheel also 
works better with the forward/reverse transmis-
sions boats employ, and the overall design and 
tune are ideally-suited to the steady state opera-
tion boat engines are typically subjected to.  

Reviews from boating publications have been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

It’s definitely a big shift from a couple of decades 
ago, when Mercury Marine even manufactured the 
high performance, Lotus-designed 5.7-liter LT5 V8 
for the 1990-1995 Chevrolet Corvette ZR-1. The 
latest Corvette Stingray won’t be getting the new 

V6, but it is 
currently 
available for 
boat manu-
facturers, and 
nearly all of 
Mercury 
Marine’s top 
customers 
worldwide 
have already 
placed orders 
for the Fon 
du Lac, Wis-
consin-
assembled 
engine. 

Unfortunately for the company, the sterndrive seg-
ment isn’t what it used to be. Changing economics 
and consumer tastes have seen in shrink in recent 
years from 100,000 boats annually to about 
20,000. Nevertheless, Bass is confident that this 
large upfront investment will payoff in the long run 
by giving Mercury Marine more control over its 
pro- duction 
vol- ume to 
meet fluctuat-
ing market 
de- mands. 
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Sailboat Strikes Power Lines, Causes Widespread Outage  

A sailboat traveling on the New River hit power 

lines, causing brief but significant power outages 

throughout downtown Fort Lauderdale on Monday 

afternoon. 

 

The explosive crash happened at 1:42 p.m. in the 

area of the Riverwalk, affecting local hospital ad-

missions, drawbridges and traffic in the area. 

 

Passers-by heard three loud explosions when a 

Stephens sailboat's 75-foot-tall mast ran into a 

power conductor, shutting down river traffic and 

causing three power lines to fall, officials with 

Florida Power & Light said. 

 

Sailboat knocks out power in Fort Lauderdale 

Sailboat knocks out power in Fort Lauderdale 

"I just heard a huge explosion and I saw the sail-

boat rippling in the water," said Amber Jackson, 

27, who works across from the crash site. "There 

were sparks coming out." 

 

The explosions startled a police horse and 

prompted a woman sitting on a bench to jump for 

cover, she said. 

 

About 13,000 FPL customers experienced a pow-

er outage of approximately a minute because of 

the accident, said Bryan Garner, an FPL spokes-

man. 

 

cComments 

@Local News & Boca 40 If Leecho4Life were 

named after a fishing rod, she would be known as 

"UglyStick4Life"....DOH 

SUMMERFISHINGDAZE 

AT 2:44 PM DECEMBER 30, 2014 

ADD A COMMENTSEE ALL COMMENTS  

13 

The affected areas spanned the Federal Highway 

corridor east and west, to Broward Boulevard in 

the north and to Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Interna-

tional Airport to the south, he said. 

 

"They got high tide and miscalculated the height," 

said Eddie Freay, Broward operations leader for Flor-

ida Power & Light. 

 

The sailboat, headed west on the New River, hit high

-tension wires that cross the waterway immediately 

west of the Florida East Coast Railway drawbridge, 

west of Andrews Avenue, according to Andre Slintak 

of the county's Highway and Bridge Maintenance Di-

vision. 

 

"I heard the explosion," said Natasha Gross, the wife 

of the boat's captain. "It was very frightening, very 

intense, and the boat rocked a lot because of the ca-

bles. It was a loud noise, kind of firework-like." 

 

Gross, of Hollywood, said she was on board with her 

husband, her 2-year-old son and six others. Her hus-

band was hospitalized for minor injuries as a precau-

tion. 

 

Two county drawbridges — Andrews Avenue and 

Southwest Seventh Avenue — were locked down, 

meaning they would not open for boats. The bridges 

were not affected by the sailboat, but police wanted 

to keep vessels out of the vicinity of where the sail-

boat became entangled with the wires. 

 

The river and bridges were expected to reopen at 

about 3 a.m. Tuesday, said DeAnna Greenlaw, 

spokeswoman for the Fort Lauderdale police. 

 

For about two hours — from 2 to 4 p.m. — Broward 

Health Medical Center and Chris Evert Children's 

Hospital functioned on generator power and did not 

accept new patients, diverting them to other medical 

facilities, a hospital spokeswoman said. 

BY: Michael Turnbell and Joe Cavaretta   
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Holiday Party 2014 
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the Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
(SAMS) or the National Association of Marine Sur-
veyors (NAMS) are wise choices as these profes-
sional organizations have certification processes 
and provide educational training. 

  

4. It’s not pass or fail: A survey is only a guide to 
determine if the boat is acceptable to the buyer. An 
insurance company may also use it to provide a list 
of corrective actions needed to provide coverage. 

  

5. Surprise, surprise: Boats are a series of complex 
systems and even brand new boats sometimes 
have recommendations from a surveyor. The differ-
ence is that with new boats, corrective actions are 
often taken care of through the builder’s warranty. 

  

6. Use the survey to negotiate: Surveys include an 
approximate fair-market value for use by lenders 
and insurance companies. If the numbers warrant 
it, there’s also nothing wrong with using this value 
in an attempt to negotiate a better deal with the 
seller. 

  

7. A survey gives you a great punch list: A survey 
can guide planning for upgrades, repairs and help 
you prioritize. 

In 2013, over 955,000 boats changed hands on the 
pre-owned boat market. That meant for a nearly a 
million boat buyers, hiring an accredited marine sur-
veyor to inspect their potential dreamboat was often 
the first step after finding it. Boat Owners Association 
of The United States has seven tips on how to get 
the most from a marine survey: 

 

1. The only good survey is a current one: Relying on 
an old survey is a bad idea. The marine environment 
isn’t nice to boats and sometimes a “little” mainte-
nance issue can quickly turn into more serious prob-
lem. If you need to have the boat insured, you’ll usu-
ally need a survey less than six months old – after 
that, it begins to smell like dead fish. 

  

2. Don’t miss your own survey: Just like your wed-
ding, you need to be there. Attending and asking 
questions will reap reams of information about the 
boat you’re buying, and most surveyors are happy to 
talk about what they are finding and what needs to 
be done to fix things. 

  

3. Experience trumps price: Don’t select a surveyor 
on price alone. It’s important to find one that has ex-
perience on your type of boat that can tell you what 
you need to know. Surveyors who are members of 

BY:  Boat / US 

Seven Tips to Get More Out of a Marine Survey 
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Calendar 

19 Jan. Monday Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

16 Feb. Monday Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

16 Mar. Monday Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

20 Mar. Friday Spring Membership Meeting New Vernon Fire HQ 

19 Apr. Sunday Change of Watch TBA 

20 Apr. Monday Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

18 May Monday Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

15 June Monday Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

While summer may feel like a distant memory, 

there’s no better way to warm up this winter than 

reminiscing about your favorite summer memo-

ries—especially those made out on the water. 

This summer, we joined chart-topping country mu-

sic artist Jake Owen on his ‘Days of Gold’ tour and 

wanted to know: In addition to touring the country 

and performing for thousands of fans, what were 

his favorite summer memories? 

Here’s what Jake had to say… 

Listening to music on the water. “Testing out each 

new record on the water before it hits the fans is 

always a highlight for me.” Agree? Then, check out 

Jake’s Discover Boating playlist on Spotify. 

Spending time with my family on the beach. 

“Watching my daughter Pearl’s reaction to the 

waves crashing and seeing her eyes light up – 

Country Music Star Jake Owen Shares His Four Favorite Summer Memories  

nothing better than that!” 

Fishing trips with the guys. “Ever since I was young, 

taking the boat out with my Dad for fishing trips has 

– and will always be – very memorable and special 

to me.” 

Exploring new lakes and boating with fans. “When 

I’m touring, I love reaching out to fans on social me-

dia to see where I can find the best watering holes – 

I’ve had a few highlights on the water with fans from 

Arizona to Maine!” 

BY:  Discover Boating 


