
 Totem 

A 
s we start the New Year, I 

would like to take the time to 

look back at all that has 

happened since the last 

Totem. 

We started off with the Fall Meeting.  

Brian was able to arrange a 

presentation by Captain Jack Gilbert 

who enlightened us about what is 

needed to get a Captain’s License.  I 

think everyone noticed that many of the 

classes USPS teaches are required for 

the Captain’s License.  So if you are 

thinking about going for your license, 

take some of the USPS classes and 

you will have a very good 

understanding of the course before 

taking it. 

Unfortunately, next “Super Storm 
Sandy” arrived.  Lackawanna members 
and fellow D/4 members were affected 
by her.  Many had damage to homes, 
boats, cars and many lost precious 

belongings.  Eileen Epstein, LCSW, LMFT, 
who is a Clinical Social Worker, has offered 
to counsel those who need to talk about 
what has happened to them free of charge.  
For those who need to talk, you can contact 
Eileen at phdeao2@aol.com. 
 
The District Fall Conference was cancelled, 

as was their December Council Meeting.  

They are not being rescheduled, and 

business will be waiting until the Spring 

Conference.  Needless to say, the District 

voting for the Poster Contest did not take 

place.  They will be going to the January 

District Council Meeting for voting, then 

down to National Mid-January for the final 

contest. 

As many of you know, the shore area took 

quite a beating from Sandy.  Shore Acres 

was hit very badly.  Many houses don’t 

have fronts or backs, and the club house, 

where we have had the Clam Bake for the 

last few years, has two walls left standing 

and won’t be 
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 Existing charts, maps and GPS data may not reflect 

actual conditions. 

 Flotsam, wreckage, low-silhouette floating debris 

(building material, household items, etc.), newly sub-
merged or sunken obstacles and derelict boats. 

 Short term bacteria, pathogen and virus risks. 

Risk evaluations, restoration assessments and rehabili-
tation could take months; and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers will need to survey and re-map local water-
ways. This means hazards could remain for some time 
to come. 

It is extremely important that operators of boats, kayaks, 
canoes, personal watercraft or anyone using our water-
ways take precautions. 

Some recommended precautions are: 

 Consider each trip as piloting in uncharted waters 

and exercise extreme caution. 

 Post multiple lookouts and proceed at a reduced 

speeds. 

 Boat responsibly, use common sense, wear lifejack-

ets at all times and avoid alcohol. 

 Report all sightings of dangerous floating debris and 

submerged/sunken obstacles to the nearest New Jer-
sey State Police Marine Bureau Station or U.S. Coast 
Guard facility. Do not use emergency call procedures 
unless an actual emergency exists. 

 Report lost or abandoned boats to the nearest 
NJSP Marine Bureau Station. 

Check the latest "Local Notice to Mariners" information 
for the New Jersey waterways at: http://
www.navcen.uscg.gov/?
pageNameInmDistrict&region=5 

View storm damage updates at: http://www.nj.gov/dep/
special/hurricane-sandy/ 

Education Corner 

D 
etails are still being worked out regarding 
the spring course offerings.  More infor-
mation will be sent out in January.   Cours-
es that have traditionally been offered in 

the past for the Spring session have been Seaman-
ship, Advanced Piloting, Cruise Planning and Sail.  If 
you are interested in any of these courses, or any of 
the other courses that the LSPS offers, please con-
tact Squadron Education Officer Kelley Fahey at kel-
ley.fahey@lackawanna.org or call (973) 637-0477. 

 

Learning Guides 

The United States Power Squadrons Guides are 
generally short booklets that provide useful infor-
mation on a variety of marine-related topics.  Some 
of these guides are used in USPS® classroom 
courses and seminars, but they are also available for 
individual home study.   If you are interested in pur-
chasing any of these guides, please contact Dick Ai-
ken, our Learning Guides Chairperson.  For descrip-
tions about each of the Learning Guides, visit the 
Education section of the LSPS website : http://
www.lackawanna.org/courses/learning-guides  

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 

BY: P/C Kelley Fahey, SN 

H 
urricane Sandy is gone; New Jersey waterways 
are open to recreational boating, fishing and 
hunting; many boaters are already back on the 
water and more boaters will follow come Spring. 

Left in Sandy's after effects are a new and different variety 
of hazards for the recreational boater. 

The U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
urge all boaters be aware of these dangers produced by 
Sandy: 

 Shifted channels, new shoals, altered bottom contours 

and changes in waterway depths. 

 Sand and sediment pushed into environmentally sensi-

tive areas, coves and anchorages. 

 Aids to navigation fixtures may have moved, been 

damaged, inoperable or destroyed. 

Hurricane Sandy Leaves Boating 
Hazards in Its Aftermath 
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Super Storm Sandy 

A 
s I was planning this issue of the Totem 
I thought it would be appropriate to 
share some stories about the storm and 
the ongoing recovery.  Weeks ago I put 

out an email to the squadron requesting the 
members submit their personal pictures or stories 
about the storm.  Whether you lived by the shore, 
suffered direct damage to property, or were 
without power, we all knew someone effected by 
the storm in some way.  I am not going to rehash 
the news and the photos that were broadcast on 
television or the internet.  However, I am going to 
share my personal story and the stories and 
photos that were sent to me by the members.   

 

Seacrest Beach, NJ - Anthony Pisano 

Our family shore home / brother’s year round 
home (located 1/2 block from the bay and 2 
blocks from the ocean) suffered flooding of 2.5’ of 
seawater through out the house.  Most of the 
contents of the home was lost.  However, photos, 
electronics, clothing, and daily living items were 
able to be saved due to planning before the 
storm.   

Structurally, the home is in good shape and the 
overall property suffered very little damage.   My 
brother and I have never waivered on the idea of 
rebuilding the home which has been in the family 
since 1986.  While the initial shock was hard, we 
began planning our return to the island and 

rebuilding days after the storm.  My brother and I, 
with the help of some others, were able to get to the 
house as soon as it was possible and removed the 
contents and then gutted the full interior.  Luckily, we 
have been very successful in dealing with FEMA/
SBA and the home owners insurance.  We are now 
in the planning stages to reconstruct the interior of 
the home with 21st century materials and should 
begin the construction in the next month. 

 

Minisceongo Yacht Club, Stony Point, NY - Marv 

Raber 

Minisceongo is among the most sheltered marinas 
on the Hudson River. We had minimal damage to 
boats and facilities, although a few boats in the yard 
floated off their stands and had to be retrieved by 
crain. Neighboring marinas suffered much more 
damage. The attached photo was taken by Miriam a 
few days after Sandy. It shows our docks and boats 
in the water in good shape. The boats on our 
bulkhead floated there from neighboring marinas. We 
accommodated many guest boats from neighboring 
marinas in our slips after Sandy. 

In anticipation of soda blasting the bottom, we stored 
our boat outside the yard for easy access in a place 
that I do not remember ever flooding, and blocked it 
higher than usual, again for easier access to the 
bottom. Sandy tide reached the tops of our jack 
stands. A little more and we would have floated off. 
We were very fortunate; no damage. 

BY: P/C Anthony Pisano, AP 

Seacrest Beach 

Seacrest Beach 
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Super Storm Sandy (cont’) 

 
Shore Acres Club - Rich Pfaff 
 

This is all that's left of the Shore Acres Clubhouse 
where we have had our Clambakes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chester & Chadwick Beach, NJ - Chris Windeler 
 
My Chester house, 40 miles from the ocean and 600 
feet above sea level received more damage than my 
Chadwick house 300 yards from the bay and 8 feet 
above sea level. I was very fortunate that the water 

Last Minute Items 

Merit Marks 
  
Merit Marks have been issued for Lackawanna.  If 
you have not received a merit mark, and you think 
you should have, please contact the Commander 
at elaine.pfaff@lackawanna.org. 
 

Boat Show 

Brian Rogers is looking for volunteers to staff the 
booths for USPS.  This will allow for 'free' entry into 
the boat show. New York Boat Show, January 3 - 
6, 2013   Please reply to him if you are interested. 
brian.rogers@lackawanna.org 

Minisceongo Yacht Club 

Shore Acres Club 

Shore Acres Club 

only rose 7 feet and not 8. Chester's mess was 5 very 
large trees.   On a sadder note my 31' Allmand sloop 

"Sea Wind" was on the 
hard and when the water 
rose at the marina it 
floated off its stations and 
was blown into the trees. 
It was lifted out with a 
crane, placed back on 
stations in the marina. It 
received damage. I left 

some of the tree in 
the rigging that got 
tangled in the flag 
halyard and main 
halyard. 

Chadwick Beach 

Chester 

mailto:elaine.pfaff@lackawanna.org?subject=Merit%20Marks
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T 
he story begins with Jim & Vikki (previous mem-

bers of LSPS) asking Dave and me to help them 

bring their boat to the Tortola, BVI. We all having 

had our boats at Liberty Landing Marina, in Jer-

sey City, NJ. 

The boat is a 42’ Sabre sailboat, “Moriel”. The original plan 

was to leave some time after Nov. 1, with about 50 other 

boats on what was called The Salty Dawg Rally. Leaving 

from Hampton, VA (near Norfolk) and ending in Tortola, 

BVI. Jim & Vikki are going to keep the boat in the Caribbe-

an, stay on it in the winter and summer at a place they 

bought in Maine. Dave and I were on board with this plan 

as crew. This rally is for sailors with blue water experience. 

I have sailed up and down the East Coast, to Bermuda 

and on the Caribbean 1500 (similar to the Salty Dawg). 

Dave was an oil rig diver, with many hours out in the Gulf 

of Mexico. He also built his own steel sailboat. Jim & Vikki 

have sailed the North East Coast. 

The leave date was to be the 4th, so that the seas would 

calm down after Hurricane Sandy, (you do remember 

Sandy). Then came a nor’easter. They changed the date 

to the 7th, back to the 4th and then to the 9th, which is when 

we actually left. This worked out better for Dave, for he 

was leaving his wife Laurie home with no electric. They 

had no electric for 2 weeks, other than what a small gener-

ator could supply. 

I had figured it would take us 9 or 10 days to get to Tortola. 

If we didn’t leave by the 9th, I would have to back out. Not 

having enough time to get home and have a hospital visit 

before Thanksgiving. 

Dave & I were to go by train to Richmond, VA, on Nov 1.  

He leaving from Newark and me from Baltimore getting on 

the same train, but that did not happen. Our friends Joe & 

Martha, were to pick us up and we would stay at their 

home in Hudgins, VA, about an hour from Hampton. I 

stayed with the schedule but Dave delayed and came on 

the 6th. This gave Joe, Martha & myself a chance to have 

round 2, of our Championship Dominoes Tournament. 

Round 1 was in New Orleans early in 2012, which I won!  

We play a game called PIP, with a derivation called 5’s. It 

took days to play and Joe won. We started round three, 

but didn’t have time to finish. On Sat., Nov. 3rd we went to 

a fantastic pig roast at the marina where Jim & Vikki 

had the boat. Great “Pain Killers”, food and friends. We 

then returned to Joe & Martha’s place. 

On Tue., Nov. 6th, Dave arrived. After picking him up in 

Richmond, we all went to the boat. We all had dinner 

together and then said our goodbyes to Joe & Martha, 

with our thanks for all their hospitality and ferry service. 

We stayed on the boat at the slip. Jim & Vikki slept in 

the V-berth, Dave slept in the aft quarter berth and I 

used the salon. 

Wednesday and Thursday we hung out, went to West 

Marine and gathered last minute stuff, we thought we 

might need.  

Day 1: Well Fri., Nov. 9th finally arrived and we set sail 

at 0700. We were motor sailing at first, then just sailing, 

out of Chesapeake Bay into the ocean. At 07:30 we 

notice the jib sheet rubbing the cover to one of the 4 

jerry jugs we had lashed to the railing. We decided to 

tape the covers on. Dave and Jim went to do this and I 

took the helm. Just as Dave reached for the cover, it 

popped off. They put extra tape on that one. The boat 

was on autopilot. After a few seconds, I see out of the 

corner of my eye, a large green sea buoy approaching 

very quickly. I yell “Oh S__t” and turn the wheel. But 

nothing happens because the autopilot is steering. Jim 

spins around and reiterates what I said. We are going 

to side swipe the buoy and Dave who is leaning over 

the side is going to get hit in the head. We were lucky. 

It missed Dave by maybe 6 inches, but hit the end of 

the boom. It all happened so quickly. Thankfully this 

was the only mishap on the entire cruise.  

We had weather briefings the previous days and were 

given waypoints where to go into and out of the Gulf 

Stream. (waypoints 1 & 2). Some larger vessels left on 

the 3
rd

  and 4
th
 feeling they could make enough easting 

before that nor’easter came through. We headed down 

the coast, toward waypoint #1. We were also given a 

3rd waypoint, 500 miles south of Bermuda. 

The four of us used a 2 on 6 off schedule. Meaning 2 

hour on watch then 6 hours off, to do everything else 

(eating, sleeping, and personal time), 3 times a day. I 

had the 0000 to 0200, 0800 to 1000 and 1600 to1800 

watches. Dave after me, Jim 

The Salty Dawg Rally (Dominoes, Sandy, the Dawg ) 

Cont’ on page 7 
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a hard time coping. We are more than halfway through our 

1400 mile trip. We caught an Amberjack and had it on the 

grill within a half hour. Jim had an extra 20 gallons of fuel 

in jugs, which we now emptied into the fuel tanks. 

Day 7: Still becalmed and motoring slowly, trying to con-

serve fuel. No sails up. The temperature is now 85. A pod 

of dolphins came by to visit. What a sight, them frolicking 

and putting on a show. Just caught a Big Eyed Tuna. Now 

anticipate a Sunday arrival. Occasionally, at night we spot 

other vessels lights. Vikki is still having a rough time. 

Day 8: The wind finally picks up, 7 knots, 12 to 15 ft. seas. 

We are sailing again and have about 400 miles to go. We 

now expect to be in Sunday evening, but more probably 

Monday.  We are sailing as close to the wind as we can  

get, heading for Puerto Rico. Not really where we want to 

go. We spot another vessel nearby and chat  with them on 

the VHF. We are having meatloaf and mashed potatoes for 

dinner, a change from all that fish. 

Day 9: Lots of squalls and lightening last night, but nice 

today. We caught  fish  # 5, another Mahi Mahi. 218 miles 

to go. Temperature is up to 87. Still not heading for the 

BVI.  

Day 10: We are getting SE winds, looking for E winds, with 

115 mile to go. With less than a half tank of fuel  and the 

wind still not from the East, which is what the weather rout-

er had been calling for?   Still heading for P.R. 

Day 11:Monday the 19th. The wind abates and now we’re 

motor sailing. Finally able to head toward our destination 

the wind shifts to the East, but it is very light. 30 miles to 

go. We get to Sopers Hole, Tortola at 1530, where Cus-

toms and Immigration are. It is close, because they are 

only open till 1800 and I had flights scheduled for the next 

morning. I am in the BVI overnight. The 12 boats behind 

us, had to go to PR for fuel. 

Tuesday, I spent the whole day getting home. Leaving 

Sopers Hole at 0630, arriving at the airport at 0720 for a 

0840 flight to San Juan. Of course the flight is delayed. 

Fortunately I had a 2 hour layover. Got to San Juan and 

find the plane is boarding. Next flight is to Kennedy in NY. 

With a 4 and a half  hour layover there. Then NY to Balti-

more. I get home and am not sure what the right time is. 

There is a 1 hour difference between the BVI’s and East-

ern Time but my clock at home 

The Salty Dawg Rally (Dominoes, Sandy, the Dawg ) (cont’) 

next and then Vikki. When off watch everything is diffi-

cult. The boat is constantly rocking and rolling. There is 

always noise, whether it’s talking or just stuff banging 

around. When on watch, you are wearing your harness 

and jacked in (you are attached by a tether to a jack-

line attached to the boat) up at the helm, which is in 

the aft cockpit. I explained to the crew relying on my 

previous experiences, that the first 2 days would be 

cold, then moderate, as we crossed the Gulf Stream. 

By day 4 we would be wearing shorts. That’s exactly 

the way it was. 

Day 2: We were crossing the Gulf Stream, in 12 to 15 

foot seas. We’re sailing at 9 knots, faster than hull 

speed.  A trawling line is attached on a 12 inch hand 

reel,  just in case we get lucky and snag a fish. 

Day 3: Now out of the stream, with 3 to 6 ft. seas. Boat 

speed is averaging 6 to 8 knots, in 17,000 ft. of water. 

We caught a 24” Mahi Mahi, which Dave cleaned.  At 

this speed we would finish on Sat. The wind increased 

throughout the day and we had to reef by nightfall. 

Day 4: Still screaming along. We are double reefed in 

10 to 12 ft. seas. The air temperature is now up to 75 

degrees. We are trying to make our easting.  By now 

we are all tired and sleeping comes more easily. Every 

morning and afternoon we check in on the SSB radio. 

In the evening we get weather updates. The night time 

sky is awesome, being able to see the Milky Way. At 

sea is one of the few places where you can really get 

to observe this.   

Day 5: The wind is now blowing 25 to 35 knots, with 

seas 15 to18 ft. Some waves are breaking over the 

bow and all of us are drenched and salty. We had to 

put in a 3rd reef in the main and reef the jib as well. At 

night the navigation light breaker keeps tripping, so we 

have our anchor light on. The wind indicator is not 

reading correctly. The bilge pump is running even 

though the bilge is empty. Also we notice the jib furling 

line is frayed.  

Day 6: The wind has subsided and we are now motor 

sailing. Dave has repaired the jib reef line. Vikki gets 

word via sat phone that her dad passed away. She 

was expecting this. Just before we left she went to see 

him and he told her not to delay the trip. She is having 

Cont’ on page 9 
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outdrive as the current flows in the "battery." An 
anode, which is a metal that is less noble than either 
the drive or the prop, can be attached to the 
aluminum outdrive. The anode will lose out on the 
battery circuit, thereby protecting the aluminum. But 
in order to work properly, the anode has to be the 
right kind, of good quality, and installed correctly. 

Anodes are made of three kinds of metals and each 
has a specific use. Zinc is used in saltwater only, 
aluminum is used in salt or fresh water, and 
magnesium is only used in fresh water. Zinc won't be 
effective in fresh water, and magnesium won't be 
effective in saltwater. If that sounds confusing, don't 
worry; in the end, aluminum anodes are effective in 
the vast majority of both, and even in brackish water. 
(Aluminum anodes are a different alloy, which is why 
they can protect aluminum outdrives.) 

 

The best anodes are 
made to military 
specifications and some 
will have "mil-spec" 
stamped on them. If 
they don't, make sure 
you buy only the best-
quality anodes from a 
reputable marine 
chandlery like West 
Marine. Cheap anodes 
are more likely to 
contain impurities that 
will render them far less 
effective. Even the best 
anodes must have good 

contact with the metal they're protecting, or they will 
be ineffective. That means they can't be installed 
over painted or dirty surfaces. A quick once-over with 
some fine sandpaper on the metal helps maintain 
contact. Once installed, anodes should never be 
painted because this will deactivate them. Finally, 
anodes have to be replaced when they're about half 
gone, because with less surface area, their 
effectiveness is reduced. 

Most anodes are passive, meaning they simply 
sacrifice themselves as needed, but others, called 
impressed-current anodes, are active, relying on 12-
volt battery power and a controller to force a small 

C 
orrosion seems simple, but its causes 
on a boat can be puzzling. Here we 
explain the obvious and the not-so-
obvious mistakes that can cause such 
severe damage, and how to avoid 

them. 

The damage to the outdrive in the picture is 
severe, likely starting with a few bubbles in the 
paint, the first telltale sign that something was 
wrong. Corrosion, especially on aluminum, 
changes the surface of the metal so that coatings 
no longer adhere. As with most marine-related 
corrosion, regular inspections can head off major 
problems. Examine your outdrive frequently, and 
if you find bubbling, peeling paint, or pitting, don't 
ignore it. Take steps to correct the problem 
before your outdrive crumbles. (Corrosion isn't 
covered by insurance.) Now let's look deeper: 

 

Anodes. Aside from 
bubbling paint, the 
first thing to check 
are the anodes — 
commonly called 
zincs even when 
made of other 
materials — which 
are critical to 
preventing corrosion 
in underwater 
metals, and your 
most important line 
of defense. You 
don't need to know 
the chemistry that 

causes corrosion, but a simple explanation can 
help understand and avoid it. When two different 
kinds of metal are in contact with each other 
(say, an aluminum outdrive and a stainless-steel 
propeller) and immersed in saltwater (and to a 
lesser extent, fresh water), a weak battery is 
formed between the two. The more "noble" metal 
(the one more resistant to oxidation and 
corrosion), in this case stainless steel, tends to 
remove small amounts of the aluminum from the 

How To Prevent Outdrive Corrosion 

BY: Charles Fort 
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amount of DC current through a permanent 
anode. Impressed current anodes are commonly 
used on aluminum outdrives in addition to 
sacrificial anodes, when the sacrificial anodes by 
themselves would not provide sufficient 
protection. Impressed current systems, like 
passive anodes, need to be inspected regularly. 
They commonly fail due to poor or corroded 
electrical connections. Many don't have indicators 
to show they're working properly, so most 
manufacturers recommend testing yearly by a 
qualified shop. 

Shore Power. You might not think that a boat's 
power connection could have anything to do with 
a corroding outdrive, but it can. Aside from 
missing anodes, it's probably the most common 
cause of severe corrosion. Boats plugged into 
shore power share the green ground wire with 
every other plugged-in boat in the marina. The 
ground wire is critical to a safe boat because it 
carries off dangerous current from a fault in the 
shore power system. But because the shore 
power ground wire is also connected to the DC 
ground system (which is critical to preventing 
shocks to swimmers in the area), it extends to a 
boat's bonded underwater metals — including the 
outdrive. 

 

The outdrive is then connected to the neighbor's 
grounded underwater metals (even one several 
boats away), which may be stainless steel or 
bronze. Because the two different metals are in 
the water and connected through the ground 
wire, it's the same as if they were in direct 

How To Prevent Outdrive Corrosion (cont’) 

contact. If a boat's underwater metal isn't protected 
by an anode, it will use a neighboring boat's anode 
for protection. When that's gone, it will use other less
-noble metals, likely an outdrive, to protect itself. The 
solution is to install a galvanic isolator, which will 
prevent low-level DC current from flowing through 
the green wire — effectively breaking the connection 
to neighboring boats — but still allowing shore power 
current to flow to ground in an emergency. 

Stray Current. Another way an outdrive can be 
destroyed by corrosion is through a voltage leak in a 
DC system. This problem is less common and 
typically caused by a fault in a boat's 12-volt DC 
system. For example, if a bilge pump sitting in 
saltwater were to have a break in the DC wire's 
insulation, current could destroy metal fittings in the 
bilge. 

Avoiding stray current corrosion means making sure 
that there are no wires in the bilge (all wires should 
be supported above the level of expected bilge 
water), except the wire to the bilge pump. The latter 
should be inspected to make sure it's in good shape. 
Aside from keeping wires out of the bilge, the most 
effective way to prevent stray-current corrosion is to 
have all of your underwater metal bonded to the 
boat's ground. That way, any leaks will be brought 
back to your battery before they have a chance to 
destroy fittings. Most new boats are bonded from the 
factory, but older boats can be retrofitted. It should 
be noted that a galvanic isolator won't normally 
prevent stray current corrosion damage because the 
damaging voltage exceeds what the isolator can 
stop. 

does concur. I have to go to Hopkins the next morning, 

and I want to be there at 0700. It’s good to sleep in your 

own bed. I am exhausted. Wednesday morning I get up 

and go. When I arrive the place is empty. I look at the 

clock and it says 0555. I have to ask if that is the correct 

time. They say it is. I then remember that daylight savings 

ended while I was away. Lastly, my wife Eileen  came 

home. She didn’t want to be home alone while I was away. 

A real good night sleep. Quite an experience. 

Salty Dawg Rally (cont’)  



Page 10 Totem 

E 
very Captain enjoys boating in the company of a 

good mate. In many cases that person is also 

his/her lifetime mate: who else would be a better 

companion for a day of fun than your spouse? 

Men being men, when they are the captain, they usually 

take over all of the duties as the spouse relaxes and en-

joys the ride. Unfortunately, in many cases that leaves the 

spouse as a boating novice, even after hundreds of hours 

on the water. Where the captain is the female partner, sim-

ilar result can occur.   

I often laugh when I remember a trip with another couple. 

As we approached the marina dock, I went to get a line 

and my buddy’s wife confidentially exclaimed “I’ve got it!” 

As we approached the dock, the dock master called out, 

“Throw me the line!” My friend’s confident spouse quickly 

threw the entire coil of line to the dock hand. Since it was 

not attached to any cleats, the hand stood there with a 

puzzled look on his face as we drifted away from the dock. 

While this is a simple little anecdote, there are many seri-

ous things that can happen on the water that require a 

spouse to better understand the duties of a Captain. We 

senior boaters face many daily hazards including heat 

stroke, CO Poisoning, hypothermia, traumatic injury, cardi-

ac issues, and man overboard. All of these conditions 

leave the mate stranded alone and forced into becoming a 

life saver as well as the sole person in command of the 

vessel. 

 Recognizing that we men and some women do not do a 

good job of tutoring our mates in the finer points of boating, 

the United States Power Squadrons® include in their 

array of boating education offerings, a mate’s class 

named, “Partner in Command.” This class teaches 

participants how to handle emergencies and how to 

capably take over command of the boat in the event 

the Captain becomes incapacitated.  

The next “Partner in Command” class is a delightful 

opportunity to be with other mates. Most squadrons 

make it a social event with four hours of instruction 

elaborated by additional time for lunches and other 

activities. It is a valuable experience and enables the 

mate to better understand and respond when boating 

challenges arise. 

How Good A Mate Are You? 

M 
any of you were affected by Sandy with 
the loss of homes, boats and precious be-
longings.  
It has been a very hard time for many.  

Eileen Epstein, PhD, LCSW, LMFT is a Clinical Social 
Worker who is reaching out to her boating friends and 
community. 
The Epsteins (Art & Eileen) are members of Lacka-
wanna. 
She has made a very generous offer to talk with any-
onewho is trying to cope with losses, *free* of charge, 
and needs to talk with someone. 
Sessions can be done by telephone or Skype (VoIP, 
internet phone service).  
Just email her at phdeae2@aol.com to arrange for an 
appointment. 

Need to Talk? 

mailto:phdeae2@aol.com
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Calendar 

January 21 2013 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

February 8, 2013 Founders Day New Vernon Fire HQ 

February 18, 2013 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

March 15, 2013 Spring Membership Meeting New Vernon Fire HQ 

March 18, 2013 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

April 15, 2013 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

   

   

available in time for this year’s Clam Bake.  But it will 

be back.  Boats, wharfs, decks, porches, cars you 

name it, were in the roads and yards.  The lagoons are 

littered with debris of every kind.  Homes anywhere 

near the water are in darkness.  Many had four to six 

feet of water in them.  Many are just being gutted.  But 

many will be back by summer.  Sandy will not get us 

down.  The people of Shore Acres helped each other.  

Many rescued neighbors, and many opened their 

homes to get friends out of their flooding homes when 

Sandy hit. Those not affected made sandwiches and 

coffee, brought supplies, and the kids offered to help 

those that needed it after the storm.  Many of us have 

taken toys to the local schools to be distributed to the 

needy children in town.  I have been told by the school 

that there are too many children that are now all over 

the state and many have been left with nothing. 

December was a happier month. Our Administrative 

Officer, Brian Rogers, planned a very nice holiday 

party.  The food was excellent and the company even 

better.  Artie and Eileen Epstein drove up from 

Maryland for the party which delighted everyone.  Of 

course Santa came (Rich Pfaff) to hand out gifts to all 

the ladies.  He was helped by Mrs. Claus (Elaine Pfaff) 

and his Elf helper (Samantha Giuffre) who handed out 

goodies that she made.  Those of you who were not 

able to attend the party missed a good time, and I 

hope you can attend next year’s holiday party. 

Watch for the notice for Founder’s Day.  As soon as 

the Fire House confirms the date, the flyer will go out.  

It would be nice to see all of you there. 

We are starting to put a class schedule together for 

winter and spring classes and seminars.  Your input 

would be very helpful.  If you would like to take a class 

or seminar, please get in touch with our Education 

Officer, Kelley Fahey at kelley.fahey@lackawanna.org. 

Hope you had a really good holiday, and I wish you a 

very happy, healthy New Year.  See you in February 

at Founder’s Day.  Have a safe winter. 

Message from the Commander (cont’) 


