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F 
irst, I would like to thank you for 
electing me squadron commander.  I 
will endeavor to leave the squadron 
better than I found it, which will be 

no small undertaking given the leadership of 
our past commanders. 
 
For those who wonder why I ran and why I 
serve, I’ll answer that by way of 
analogy.  There was an oil rig that caught fire 
in the West Texas oil patch several years 
back.  It was a nasty fire and the oil company 
could not put it out, so they called in Red 
Adair and even his team could not put it 
out.  News of the fire spread North to the 
volunteer fire department in Truth or 
Consequences New Mexico.  They wanted to 
help, so they all piled into their old fire truck 
and headed to the oil patch.  As the oil 
company and Red Adair teams are reviewing 
their options, the TCVFD arrives and the old 
fire truck comes barreling down the hill with 
the volunteers bug-eyed, and hootin’ and 
hollerin’.  They drive right into the middle of 
the fire, jump out and furiously start stomping 
around, putting out the fire with everything 
and anything they’ve got!  What do you 
know, but they put the fire out.  The oil 
company was so grateful, and so amazed, 
that it made a gift of a million dollars to the 
volunteer fire department.  When the fire 

chief was asked what he was going to do with the 
money, he said ―I’ll tell ya, the first thing we’re 
going to do is fix the brakes on that damn fire 
truck!‖   
 
Like the volunteers, I wanted to help, and 
sometimes feel in over my head.  And like them, I 
believe we will be successful in our efforts.  We 
will increase membership, raise awareness of 
boating safety, educate boaters, and enjoy the 
fraternity of our fellow members.  But like so 
many things in life, you only get out of the 
squadron what you put into it.  I believe I’m a 
much better boater now than I was before I 
joined, and I know I’ve had many enjoyable 
experiences and made great friends, but that was 
only after I started taking classes, attending 
events, and getting involved on the bridge.  I 
encourage all of you to do the same. 
 
We have many events this watch.  We just 
returned from a wonderful Sunday afternoon on 
New York Harbor aboard the Schooner Richard 
Robbins.  I want to thank Walt Meissner, our 
Secretary, for organizing that terrific event.  We 
had Fire Extinguisher Training on June 
15th.  This is a must for those who haven’t taken 
it and a good refresher for those who have.  The 
District 4 Education meeting with seminars, on-
the-water training, and boat operator certification 
takes place on August 

Cdr J Kevin Wanner, SN 

The 
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Message from the Commander 

Sail / Power Day North 

The event will include a raft-up (near Ellis Island), spectacular views of NYC and Statue of Liberty, 
followed by food and drink at the Liberty Landing Marina. 

 
Come by land or by sea. 

Please contact Dennis O'Brien 
at (732) 853-5314 

to let him know you are attending 
and to register for the event. 

 

Please see the attached flier 
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C 
ongratulations to the following 
individuals who recently completed and 
passed courses this past Winter/Spring: 

 

ADVANCED COURSES 

Seamanship (5/2011)  

Brian Gilbert 

Tom Hendershot 

Robert Kapner 

 

Piloting (2/2011) 

Frank Gingerelli 

John Whittemore 

 

Advanced Piloting (2/2011) 

Ed  DeMunno 

 

Navigation (1/2011) 

Carl Smith 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES 

Cruise Planning (4/2011) 

Steven Cohen 

Maureen Medure 

Brian Rogers 

 

EDUCATION AWARDS 

LSPS would like to congratulate the following 
members on receiving these USPS Education 
awards: 

Educational Proficiency Award: Presented by the 

USPS Educational Department to Steven Cohen for 

achieving a grade level of Advanced Pilot and completing 
any three Elective courses.  

Educational Achievement Award: Presented by the 

USPS Educational Department to Carl Smith for  

successfully completing all courses offered by USPS (not 
including Supplemental Courses).  Senior members (5 or 
more merit marks) who complete all courses are additionally 
recognized by Lackawanna with the designation of Master 
Mariner (MM).   

Education Corner 
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25th and 26th.  In July, we have our District 4 Rendezvous at 
City Island (15th - 17th) and our Sail/Power North is the 
30th.  Dennis O’Brien, our Administrative Officer, is moving the 
location into Upper New York Harbor by Ellis Island.  This will 
be more convenient for Hudson River boaters while still being 
accessible for those coming from the Shewsbury and Navesink 
Rivers.  August brings the District 4 Atlantic City Rendezvous 
(12th - 15th) and the Surflight Theater (27th) for our South 
Jersey boaters.  Rounding out the Summer, we’ll have Sail/
Power South and the Clambake. 
 
If that’s not enough, we are also sponsoring ―Member-
Organized Events.‖  Members propose and organize a boating 
or education-related event (e.g. raft-ups, rendezvous, dock 
parties, dock and dines, seminar parties, VSC parties).  The 
squadron will reimburse up to $100 of the cost and assist with 
the promotion of the event.  See Dennis O’Brien, our 
Administrative Officer for more details. 
 
We are also undertaking a number of technology 
initiatives.  Google has provided us $10,000 annually in the 
form of Google Apps services and we’ve already taken great 
advantage of it, implementing squadron e-mail, calendaring, 
and document management.  And most recently, Anthony 
Pisano moved our web site to Google Sites, taking advantage 
of many features which increase the usability for our 
members.  It is now much easier for officers to add and 
manage content on the web site.  Many thanks to Anthony for 
contributing so much to the public face of our squadron. 
 
This squadron is what you make of it, and while we have 
chairmen for most of our committees, the committees have few, 
if any, regular members.  If you’d like to help, but don’t want to 
chair a committee, there are plenty of opportunities to get 
involved.  For those who do want to chair a committee (or 
become commander), we can fix you up too! 
 
In closing, I look forward to seeing all of you at our squadron 
and district events and wish you fair winds and following seas 
(and cheap gas). 

Commander’s Message (con’t) 

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 

http://www.genpower.com
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The squadron has a new phone number 

973 944-0837 

Do you have an outstanding maritime 

photo?   

We would love to make it the front cover of the 
roster.  Please email to 

webmaster@lackawanna.org  

Announcements 

Fells Point. 
 
"That whole thing could have gone nasty real quick," 
Plummer said during the trip. "None of them had 
lifejackets on. They're bouncing up and down on the 
waves, all those lines tangled. If he'd fallen over, he'd 
have been hanging from the lines. It was too choppy to 
pull alongside and try to jump-start the engine. And I 
couldn't start pulling them until they'd sat down." 
 
What Ward had in his favor, though, was an account with 
TowBoatUS, a national organization with more than 600 
towboats operating from roughly 300 ports and 
waterways. For an annual fee of $149, Ward and his 
fellow members get unlimited towing services. Had Ward 
not been in the program, Sunday's mishap would have 
cost him roughly $1,000, Plummer said, calculating a 
$250-an-hour fee multiplied by the four hours that 
transpired between the call for service and Plummer's 
eventual return to his base at Anchor Bay East Marina 
on Dundalk's Bear Creek. 
 
"He would have paid more than I paid for my boat," Deen 
said after arriving at Fells Point. Nonmembers pay an 
average of about $600 for a tow. 
 
And yet, Plummer said, many boaters figure a passer-by 
or a friend will lend a hand if they have a cranky engine or 
run aground on a sandbar. The Coast Guard stopped 
towing recreational vessels about two decades ago, he 
said, and marine patrols and other law enforcement 
agencies tend to handle only life-threatening 
emergencies. 
 
Plummer, 45 years old and the father of two boys, said he grew 
up "on the water" along the Magothy, fishing, crabbing and 
boating. Then, after spending 30 years in what he calls the 
"corporate world," he wanted to return to his true love, the sea. 
Five years ago, Plummer began working for Baltimore Marine 
Recovery, and in March bought the company and its license to 
operate as a TowBoatUS entity. 
 
"This guy's amazing," Ward said after the tow had been 
completed. "He was like a guardian angel."  
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Boaters Adrift Hitch a Ride 

with Towing Service 

T 
he 27-foot sailboat was David Ward's new 
toy. He had bought it only hours earlier from 
a man in Middle River and on Sunday was 
sailing it, with four friends as crew, to its new 
berth in a Fells Point marina. 

 
Then things started to go wrong. The boat's tiller 
snapped in the choppy waters of 
the Chesapeake Bay, and Ward cut the engine while 
he replaced the broken part. But when he tried to 
restart the motor, the battery was almost flat — 
useless. Drifting near the Patapsco River about a mile 
north of Fort Howard, Ward pulled out his cellphone 
and dialed the number of a towing company, just as 
any motorist on firm ground might do. 

 
The man who got the call was Capt. Dale Plummer, 
owner of Baltimore Marine Recovery, a private 
company that operates four fire-engine-red response 
vessels under the TowBoatUS banner in the waters of 
the bay and its tributaries, from the Magothy River 
north to the Bush River. On holiday weekends and all 
through the summer, when boaters take to the water 
in droves and mishaps occur, Plummer and his fellow 
captains have their hands full. 
 
"It's almost too busy right now," Plummer had said 
earlier, as three calls for service came in almost 
simultaneously. "We're going to get backed up." 
 
As often happens, the coordinates for Ward's location 
were given incorrectly, and it took Plummer almost an 
hour to find the sailboat, bobbing on the waves near a 
sandbank under a relentless sun. "There he is!" 
Plummer said. He approached, slowed down, threw 
Ward a line and told him to fasten it to a cleat on the 
bow. 
 
"Pull your anchor in!" Plummer shouted, and then 
waited as Ward and his friend, Christopher Deen, 
hunched on the lurching bow, struggled to free the 
anchor from a crabbing line. Eventually, Plummer 
suggested that Ward cut the tangled rope. Once that 
was done, he used hand motions to instruct all five 
boaters to sit in the stern. It was only then that the 32-
foot towboat — equipped long ago with a gun turret 
and used by the Navy to patrol rivers in Vietnam — 
began pulling the sailboat on its 14-mile journey to 

Baltimore Sun  

mailto:webmaster@lackawanna.org
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Industry Scuttlebutt 

Coast Guard Tows Disabled Vessel 

After E-mail Request 

Perhaps it is just another sign of the times but last 
week the Coast Guard towed a 71-foot fishing 
boat with three people aboard after their vessel 
became disabled 100 miles off the coast of Cape 
May, N.J. 

Coast Guard watchstanders at Station Cape May 
received a call at 12:55 p.m. from The Lobster 
House Fish House in Cape May reporting they 
received an e-mail from the crew of the Nordic 
Viking stating they had become disabled due to 
engine problems.  They requested Coast Guard 
assistance due to the deteriorating weather and 
heavy fog. 

The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Vigorous, a 
210-foot Medium Endurance Cutter homeported 
in Cape May, arrived on scene and towed the 
Nordic Viking and its crew for roughly 16 hours 
before safely transferring them to a Sea Tow 
vessel in the vicinity of Cape May Harbor at 
approximately 9 a.m. 

―Commercial fishing is a dangerous job,‖ said 
Chief Petty Officer Jeffrey Graham, a Boatswain’s 
Mate aboard the Vigorous. ―We are grateful that 
we were in the right the place at the right time to 
render assistance.‖ 

Gas Prices Won’t Keep Boaters out of 

Water This Season 

Rising gasoline prices won’t keep boaters out of 
the water this summer, predicts Thom Dammrich, 
president of the recreational boating industry 
group, National Marine Manufacturers 
Association. 

―For most boaters, good weather and favorable 
boating conditions typically overshadow fuel 
prices when it comes to determining whether to 
get out on the water,‖ said Dammrich, adding that 
boaters would adjust to fuel price hikes by 
operating their boats at lower speeds and 
reducing cruising distances. 

His comments came as the NMMA reported this 
week that the rate of decline for new boat sales 
has been easing and boaters hit the water in 

record numbers last year. 

The industry shipped 188,230 new power and 
sailboat units in 2010, 10 percent less than the year 
before, but nonetheless an improvement from the 35 
percent decline the industry suffered in 2009. 

Seventy-five million people, or 32.4 percent of adults 
living in the U.S., went boating last year, which was 
the highest participation rate since 1999. 

Despite signs that the recreational boating industry is 
rebounding from the recession, recovery has been 
spotty and pent-up demand has yet to translate to a 
growth in boat sales. 

Even as most of NMMA’s recently concluded winter 
boat shows saw an uptick in attendance, exhibitors’ 
performance were a mixed bag. 

Overall, the industry sold 1,118,130 powerboats and 
sailboats in 2010, 4 percent less than the year 
before. Sales of pre-owned boats also dropped 2.4 
percent in 2010 from the previous year. 

2 boaters rescued near brink of Niagara 
Falls 

 

A police marine unit has rescued two men after their 
boat's engine failed and they drifted to within 1,000 
feet of the brink of Niagara Falls. 

Authorities tell Buffalo media outlets that 25-year-
old Robert Jackubec and 27-year-old Raymond 
Metzger were boating on the upper Niagara River 
near Grand Island Monday afternoon when the 
engine stopped working. 

The men tossed out an anchor to stop the boat from 
drifting downriver but it didn't work. They used a cell 
phone to call for help, and the Erie County Sheriff's 
Marine Unit soon arrived to find the men's boat stuck 
in shallow water within 1,000 feet of the falls. 

Two officers attached a line to the disabled boat and 
towed it to shore. 

http://www.seattlepi.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Robert+Jackubec%22
http://www.seattlepi.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Raymond+Metzger%22
http://www.seattlepi.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Raymond+Metzger%22
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Fire Extinguisher Training 2011 

Communications, Collaboration, Directory, 

Identity Access, Management & Governance 

Google Apps 
973-761-5734 

www.trenchantconsulting.com 

Kevin Wanner  

wanner@trenchantconsulting.com 

http://www.trenchantconsulting.com
mailto:wanner@trenchantconsulting.com


S 
taff at the Lawson Boating Heritage Cen-
ter on Chautauqua Lake hope to turn fu-
ture generations into boat enthusiasts, 
while preserving the history of the build-
ing that houses their efforts. 

A 19th century house, garage and boathouse, pur-
chased in November 1918 by David S. Lawson 
that once serviced and stored automobiles and 
boats has been donated by David Jr. to the Chau-
tauqua Lake Twin Tier Antique and Classic Boat 
Society. In October 2010, it became the Lawson 
Boating Heritage Center. 

The Lawson center will open once it gets its occu-
pancy permit in upcoming months, when its staff 
plans to preserve the boating history of Chautau-
qua Lake and the physical presence of the Lawson 
family on the lake, while educating and enriching 
people's lives by reflecting on the past as well as 
reaching out to children and adults of all ages. 

Educational boating exhibits, photographs, hands-
on displays and classes with workshops that teach 
traditions and skills of the past with respect to 
wood boat building are all on the agenda, in addi-
tion to providing a community focal point for events 
that showcase the area's boating heritage. Historic 
boats, artifacts and educational material relating to 
boating on the lake are part of the center, as is the 
exhibit of the family's collection. 

Information about the center states it is "a dream 
to reality - a visual sharing of the past and a learn-
ing venue for us and those to come." 

"We have an occasion to capture the boating herit-
age of our lake, to portray vintage boats that plied 
the waters and to see as well as to learn the craft 
that went into the making of these antique and 
classic boats," states literature about the center. 

William R. Reynolds III is managing director of the 
center. 

"The idea of a museum came about to teach 
people, to keep the hobby alive," he said about 
why the boating society of which David Jr. is a 
member began efforts of preserving the build-
ing. 

"He's our icon on the lake for boating," said 
Reynolds about David Jr. "He's the guru," he 
said, adding those working on the museum 
want to pass on David Jr.'s life's work on an-
tique and vintage boats. He said there is beau-
ty, artistry in the woodworking done on boats. 

"It's an artform," said Reynolds. "There's a nos-
talgia to it you can't replicate," he said, adding 
people who like to hear engines rumble or like 
the smell of varnish are drawn to the hobby. 

"We want to fill a void," he said about the vin-
tage boat caretaking hobby. 

"It's a lost art, to restore old boats," he said. 

"We want to go to the next level," he said about 
featuring boating items in a museum display, 
teaching youth the art of working on the boats 
and making parts of the building available for 
weddings, other events, along with providing 
the community a board meeting space. 

Reynolds hopes vo-tech classes, along with 
high schoolers and adults can watch society 
members' boats being worked on in the build-
ing's downstairs, and, as the shop matures, he 
said, hands-on classes are expected to be of-
fered so people can learn about stripping, sand-
ing, staining, analyzing, appraising boats, along 
with boat safety lessons. 

Besides, he said, those at the center can view 
the best sunset on the lake from its three decks. 
Checking out that sky, after all, may be para-
mount to the sailors teaching their craft to oth-
ers. 
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Lawson Center Hopes To Preserve, Educate and Enrich  
Bemus Point  
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S 
eamanship is as much a mindset as it is 
skills and tactics, from knowing your own 
limitations and watching the weather to 
having the right tools on board 

 

When conditions really deteriorate, you need the 
proper boat and skills to keep out of harm's way. 

Chaucer wrote (and I paraphrase): When April with its 
showers, breaks the drought of March ... boating 
season is almost upon us! Whether you live in an 
area where winter is cold or boating is a 365-day-a-
year pastime, it's wise to pause and reacquaint 
yourself with some safe practices that will help you 
enjoy the warmer days ahead.  

Nothing creates the conditions for a bad day on the 
water - or worse, a tragedy - as much as 
complacency. I'll give you a few things to keep in 
mind. But first some general thoughts: A) Remember 
to keep up with regular maintenance and be diligent 
about replacing what needs replacing before it fails on 
the water. When it comes to service, you typically get 
what you pay for. A good mechanic can be the 
difference between a trouble-free season and a big 
headache. B) Put your brain in gear before you cast 
off, long before you cast off. Unless you're someone 
really, really special, you can't walk on water. 

1. Boating in rough conditions 
Sooner or later, you'll find yourself in conditions that 
make gardening seem like a good recreational choice. 
What constitutes rough conditions for you depends in 
part on the size of your boat and your experience. A 
fair breeze and accompanying seas to a 40-foot 
power- or sailboat could equate to near survival 
conditions to a 14-footer with a less-experienced 
skipper. 
Try to keep things in order inside the boat. Secure 
groceries, books, kitchenware and tools. Most doors 
on lockers won't hold in rough conditions. Shelving is 

even more problematic, and flying books, canned goods 
and pots and pans can really ruin your day. 

 

Rough conditions often demand frequent throttle changes. 

There are other areas on any boat where trouble can 
develop. On a sailboat they include sails secured to 
halyards (the shackles can work loose); rudders on 
smaller boats and steering gear on larger ones (this 
applies to powerboats as well as sailboats); and, of 
course, standing and running rigging. The yard hands 
don't always apply proper tension to the turnbuckles. Look 
aloft at your running rigging every time you step aboard. 
Is it leading fair or foul?  

Powerboaters and sailors should check the engine and 
the connections and fittings that make them work, 
including transmissions and fuel delivery systems. I once 
delivered a boat only to find that the gear linkage had 
come loose and we couldn't go into reverse - not one of 
my finest hours in the inspection of a boat before it leaves 
the dock. The shock effect of rough seas can work things 
loose. 

When you get caught in threatening weather, the 
tendency is to hurry home. Check the seas before putting 
the pedal to the metal. Too fast, and something can shake 
loose. Then you're in deep natural fertilizer. There's a fine 
line between going too fast and too slow, and you'll have 
to find that sweet spot. Experienced boaters find it by trial 
and error. 

Don't hesitate to change the throttle if you sense the 
setting isn't right. Don't wait for proof. For example, a 
planing hull in displacement mode is a sorry thing. It's 
designed to be stable on plane, which usually is around 
10 to 12 knots. If you can, modify your track to maintain 
planing speed. 

Remember that when you run against the seas, shock 
can be a significant threat. When running with the seas 
under power, however, you can overshoot and fall off the 
wave, which in addition to the shock effect can cause you 
to broach. Electrical connections can get soaked and 
short out, leading to engine failure. Don't forget that all of 

Seamanship  
Michael Saylor  



sense the situation and respond. That's probably three or 
four seconds.  

The COLREGS say boats should slow to a "safe speed" 
but don't define it. I suppose you'll get a better feel for a 
safe speed if you're in a collision while visibility is 
reduced. 

Learn the fog signals and use them. Too many boaters 
ignore or are ignorant of those signals. They rely on the 
speed and agility of their boats to keep them from harm's 
way. Usually they can get away with it, but not always. 

The signals should be sounded while you're under way, 
not at a dock or in a designated anchorage. Sound one 
prolonged blast at two-minute intervals when under 
power. When motorsailing, a sailboat is a power-driven 
vessel and should signal the prolonged blast. Sailboats 
under sail alone, as well as all other vessels that might be 
at some disadvantage when maneuvering, sound one 
prolonged and two short blasts every two minutes. 

If you are anchored anywhere but in a special anchorage 
area you must ring a bell or something like it rapidly for 
four or five seconds every minute. If you hear this or a 
short-prolonged-short series of blasts in addition to the 
bell, watch out. If there is a gong after the bell, it's a large 
ship at anchor. 

Refer to the COLREGS for the rest of the rules 
(www.navcen.uscg.gov). 

3. The pessimist's creed 
Mother Nature can be a beautiful creature, but when she 
carouses with her occasional paramour Murphy, things 
can get dicey. You have to be aware that, sooner or later, 
you could be involved  

 

Job No. 1 is to keep the water on the outside of the boat. 

in a dance with them. Whether you call it Murphy's Law or 
something else, you will feel its effect: Whatever can go 
wrong will, at some time, go wrong.  

When something goes wrong, rest assured it will be at the 
worst possible time. The one thing you neglected to bring 
is the thing that will become 
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Seamanship  
that bouncing and shaking can loosen material that 
might have collected in the bottom of your fuel tank, 
causing engine problems. 

When you're caught out, proceed prudently, adjusting 
your speed to match changing conditions. 

Above all, when the instinct for survival is welling up (I 
would never even consider that there was an element 
of panic there) and you see yourself being caught in 
heavy weather, don't make for a leeward, or 
downwind, refuge. Always make for the nearest 
shelter that is to windward of your position. 

For those of you who boat in the Northeast, there is a 
harbor of refuge at Point Judith, R.I. What makes 
Point Judith a harbor of refuge is that it has two 
entrances - one from the southeast and one from the 
west. If the wind and seas are from the south and/or 
east you use the western entrance; conversely, use 
the eastern entrance when faced with strong westerly 
winds and seas. 

The reason is that a vessel, power or sail, has less 
control when it's driven by the wind than when 
heading into it. Always avoid a lee shore, regardless 
of your boat. 

2. Boating in fog 
Advection fog occurs in early spring because the 
temperature of the water is lower than the dew point. 
That means a clear morning can suddenly turn to fog. 
Remember that in reduced visibility, the COLREGS - 
the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions 
at Sea - are suspended. They apply only to vessels 
that are in sight of one another. There is no right of 
way until you can see the other boat, so keep your 
speed down. 

 

Fog requires a high level of situational awareness by 
skipper and crew. 

At 1 knot you're traveling about 100 feet a minute, so 
you need time to react. A state trooper once told me 
to leave adequate time when I drive in dry, clear 
conditions, regardless of speed - enough time to 

Cont’ on page 9 
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critical. If the problem is easily fixable, the tools or 
materials required will not be available. The more 
serious the problem, the harder it will be to gain 
access to it. 

Whenever possible, watch the work being done on 
your boat. You need not be capable of doing it 
yourself, but you should have a fair idea about the 
correct way it should be done. If you give a potential 
problem a chance in any situation, things will go 
wrong. If it's not corrected right away, the situation will 
cascade from bad to worse. Remember my point A: 
regular, preventive maintenance goes a long way 
toward keeping Murphy at bay. 

4. The devil is in the details 
(apropos to Murphy and Mother Nature) 
Years ago, there was a program on the University of 
Wisconsin radio station that ended with the phrase, 
"When you're down on the planet, don't sweat the 
small stuff. Down on the planet, it's all small stuff." Not 
true when it comes to boating. 
We can't do much about Mother Nature, other than 
avoid challenging her when possible. Murphy, 
however, is another matter. On almost every occasion 
when problems crop up on a boat, they are 
attributable to neglect, carelessness or fuzzy thinking 
by the skipper or whoever prepped the boat. Here are 
some real-life examples. 
A boater, wanting to save his battery by reducing the 
draw on it, mounted a float switch for his small bilge 
pump higher in the bilge. He didn't install a second, 
larger bilge pump. He didn't replace the original pump 
with a larger-capacity pump. He also had no manual 
pump as backup. 
One fine, sunny day his stuffing box (to which no 
attention had been paid) started leaking excessively. 
After all, a stuffing box is merely the means to allow a 
controlled leak into the boat. By the time his float 
switch kicked in, the water in the bilge exceeded the 
capacity of his pump. Seeing his predicament, the 
boater headed for shore and managed to reach water 
that was shallow enough that the boat didn't sink. 
I once went sailing with a friend whose boat was 
moored by an undersized line to its buoy. We were 
anxious to get going and didn't "waste the time" to 
replace the worn line. When a powerful blast struck as 
we were tying up, no strong line was available to 
secure the boat to its mooring. We almost lost her. By 
the way, superb seaman that I was, I hadn't checked 
to see whether the ground tackle was in working 
order. It was not. As I said, we almost lost the boat. 
The point is, little problems have a way of cascading 
into big ones. My parents and grandparents used to 
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Seamanship  
tell me, "The water has to take X number of lives each 
year, so don't be the first one in or the last one out." 
Water - the sea - is not inherently cruel, but it is utterly 
unconcerned about human error. 
For those of you who think, I'm OK, I have Sea Tow, think 
about getting from one boat into another in even a small 
chop. Think about you, your wife and kids in the water. 
Create a precastoff checklist. 
  
5. The right stuff 
There is nothing quite as ridiculous as a boater without 
simple, essential hand tools. You can'talways call the 
repairman. So here is my take on the minimal items, the 
right stuff to have on hand when you go boating. 
You never know when you'll need a good knife - and need 
it in a hurry. A good knife is a sharp knife that can hold an 
edge and can be sharpened when necessary. 

 

You don't have to be a master mechanic, but you should 
have an idea of how the job should be done when 
someone is working on your boat. 

Nothing will cut through wet line, which is tougher to cut 
than dry line, as well as a knife with a good serrated 
edge. The problems with serrated blades are that they are 
difficult to sharpen, and they're not much good for 
anything else. They will, of course, cut through a 
sausage, but it's hard not to butcher bread. Some pretty 
good knives are available with a combination serrated 
and smooth edge. Just be sure there is enough of a 
serrated section so it's useful when you need it.  

I have never understood the logic of carrying a folding 
blade that requires two hands to open. If you don't want to 
carry a fixed-blade knife in a sheath, there are quality 
knives that can be opened one-handed - and, no, they are 
not switchblades. They also can come with sheaths. 
Speaking of sheaths - holsters, if you will - leather ones 
look snazzy, but leather will deteriorate rapidly when it's 
exposed to salt water. A good nylon sheath that can be 
worn on a belt is the best bet. 

Next to a knife, a screwdriver is essential. Most boats 
have Phillips-head machine 

Cont’ on page 10 
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Majority of Boaters Mum About Safety Practices 
had had formal boating safety education training, according to 
AZGFD. 

Bergersen said some states require mandatory boating safety 
education and statistics on the heels of implementing such 
programs portrayed ―a significant decrease in boating accidents‖. 
In Arizona, no mandatory education is required. It is either 
voluntary or court ordered. 

―Its like traffic school for boaters,‖ Bergersen said. 

Lake Havasu Consolidated Court officials declined comment on 
the court-ordered processes tied to the local lower court system 
and instead referred Today’s News-Herald to the language of 
Arizona Revised Statute 5-395-01. 

The law deals with the state’s operating a motorized watercraft 
while under the influence and wasn’t specific to boating safety 
education courses in addition to sentencing. 

By Jayne Hanson, Today's News-Herald   

T 
he majority of boaters approached Sunday by 
Today’s News-Herald while moored in Bridgewater 
Channel were tight-lipped when asked about 
boater-safety education training they’ve had before 

getting behind the wheel of a boat during the busy holiday 
weekend — even when provided the opportunity to speak 
anonymously. 

The two boaters who were candid with the questioning both 
admitted to no formal training other than having their 
fathers teach them, one on a lake in South Dakota and one 
on Lake Havasu. 

Trisha Kihne, 36, of Sioux Falls, S.D., said the biggest 
challenge she faced while navigating waters in Lake 
Havasu, especially during Memorial Day weekend 
conditions, was avoiding a collision — especially in the 
Channel. Kihne said she has been operating a boat since 
she was 14 years old, which is compliant with S.D. boating 
and driver’s licensing laws, she said. 

An 18-year-old who declined to give his name also said 
he’d had no formal training, other than his father’s 
guidance. 

―He would control the gas and I would steer,‖ the 
anonymous boat operator said. The training began when 
the teen was just 8-years-old and lasted ―about a 
weekend,‖ he said. However, it wasn’t until years later the 
boy was allowed to set sail on his own. 

―It wasn’t until a couple of years ago that I was able to take 
(the boat) out by myself,‖ the anonymous young man said. 

Kevin Bergersen, Arizona Game and Fish Department law 
enforcement programs coordinator, reported there were 18 
boating collisions on Lake Havasu in 2010. Ten of those 
were with injury. 

As many as 90 percent involved in collisions on Lake 
Havasu had no formal training on how to operate a 
watercraft, Bergersen said. 

Statewide, there were 142 accidents involving 197 boats. 
Thirty-seven were hit and run accidents. Calculating the hit-
and-run operators from the equation since they weren’t 
available for accident-investigation questioning, 160 total 
operators were involved in 2010 boating collisions in 
Arizona. Six of those included unoccupied vessels, 
Bergersen said. 

After calculating the six from the 160 operators — because 
they weren’t actually behind the wheel when the collision 
occurred — there were 154 operators in control of a 
watercraft at the time of impact. 

Of the 154, there were 116 boat operators involved in 
collisions on Arizona waterways in 2010 that admitted to no 
formal boat-operator training. That translates to 75 percent 
of all watercraft-collision-involved boat operators. That 
leaves 38 watercraft-collision involved boat operators who 

screws and sheet-metal screws. Woodwork and some 
electrical devices use slotted-head screws, so you'll need 
both types of screwdriver. Although a properly shaped 
Phillips-head driver can often work with screws of various 
sizes, the same is not true of slotted-head drivers. 

SOG, Leatherman and others make good multitools, but I 
don't care for them as a primary knife substitute. I carry a 
SOG tool, along with a sheath knife, on my belt. Between 
the two, I always seem to have the right tool on hand. 

Multitools are not a substitute for serious tools, but they work well 
enough for a minor emergency or repair. With knives and 
multitools, stay away from cheapies. When you need a tool or 
knife, you want a quality device. Spend a few more dollars and 
get something you'll be able to use when using it can keep you 
out of trouble. 

A good adjustable wrench is handy and auto-adjusting models 
are available. The trouble is that they are rarely rust-resistant. 
WD-40 doesn't work well against salt water, so I'd recommend 
Boeshield T-9 or an equivalent that better resists salt water. And 
locking pliers, in needle-nose or regular configuration, are 
available in different sizes. Slip-joint pliers also are handy. 

Protect every tool, including knives and multitools, with a good 
rust preventive. Nothing, even stainless steel, is rust-proof, and 
the more nickel in the alloy, the softer and weaker the tool will be. 
Most boats come with a damnable variety of SAE and metric 
fasteners. You don't need a toolkit with all of the sizes. Determine 
the ones you will need and equip yourself accordingly. 

You'll need something in which to store these tools. There are roll 
packs that are impregnated with rust preventives. Don't forget to 
spray your tools, regardless of the assertions on the package. 

A new season is approaching. Stay safe, boat smart and enjoy. 

Seamanship (con’t) 
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Schooner Sail 2011 
 



Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Lt/C Walter Meissner, SN 

    34 Raynor Road 

    Morristown, NJ 07960-2517 
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Calendar 

07/20/11 Somerset Patriots Game & Picnic TD Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater  

07/15 - 17/11 D/4 City Island Rendezvous  City Island, New York  

07/30/11 LSPS Sail Power Day North Hudson River Raft-Up  

08/12 - 14/11 D/4 Atlantic City Rendezvous  Atlantic City, NJ   

08/15/11 Executive Meeting Madison House  

08/27/11 
D/4 Fine Dining and Theater by the 

Sea  
Surflight Theatre in Beach Haven, NJ  

   

   



Lackawanna Sail and PowerLackawanna Sail and PowerLackawanna Sail and Power   SquadronSquadronSquadron   

Hudson River RaftHudson River RaftHudson River Raft---up 2011up 2011up 2011 
You don’t even need a boat! All members, their families and friends are welcome to join us 
for a Raft-up with spectacular views of Manhattan and the Statue of Liberty, followed by 
food and drink at the Liberty Landing Marina. 

Saturday, July 30, 2011Saturday, July 30, 2011Saturday, July 30, 2011 (rain date July 31) 

Raft-up 11:00 – 15:30 

Food/Drinks 16:00 – 18:00 

   

RaftRaftRaft---up Info:up Info:up Info:   

 Coordinates: L: 40°.41.9’N Lo: 074°02.8’W (behind Ellis Island)  

 Time:  11:00 – 15:30 

 Current: July 30  

Slack Water 11:10 

Max Current 14:23 Knots -2.1 Ebb 205°T 

 VHS Channel Use channel 71 for communications 

 Sunset  20:14 

 PFDs required for children under 13 

 

Food/DrinksFood/DrinksFood/Drinks   

 16:00 – 18:00 

 Maritime Parc – Liberty Landing Marina 

  84 Audrey Zapp Drive, Jersey City · 201-413-0050 · (maritimeparc.com) 

 Reserved seating on outdoor terrace with deposit of $10 per person. 

 Order as little or as much as you want from the Bar menu – your deposit will be credited toward your final bill. Also, we 
negotiated a 10% discount off the cost of meal. 

 Two hours dock tie-up, no charge. 

 

Come by Land or SeaCome by Land or SeaCome by Land or Sea   

 By Land:  Meet us at Liberty Landing Marina at 10:30 by the Maritime Parc restaurant. We will transport you out to raft-up. 
Bring your own beverages, snacks, sun protection and boat shoes. 

 Trailering your boat:  Boat launch available close by at Liberty State Park, $11 daily. (Libertystatepark.org) 

 Transient slips for overnight stay: $3.60 ft., Full service – call marina to book, mention LSPS event, 201-985-8000. 

 Ferry services available to NYC, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Lots to see if you are staying over. 

 

Questions?Questions?Questions?      Call 732Call 732Call 732---853853853---5314.5314.5314. Please call if you are willing to take on crew or want to 
crew. Call Friday night if inclement weather is forecast. If you miss your 10:30 pickup at the 
dock, this is also the number to call! 



=======================Please register by July 15======================== 

Name_______________________________________   
Number in party___________ 
  

Phone_______________________________    My party is coming:  

By Boat_______ By Car______ 

 

(If by boat) I need or am willing to take on crew: Yes_______   No________ 

 

Raft-up Only (free) ______ (bring your own refreshments) 

  

Dinner Only ($10 p/p deposit) $_________    Raft-up and Dinner ($10 p/p deposit) 

$_________ 

 

Mail to: Dennis O’Brien · 8 Dianne Drive, Montville, NJ 07045 · 732-853-5314 · 

Checks payable to LSPS 

dennis.obrien@lackawanna.org 


