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W 
 ell it’s July already 

and I’ve only gotten 

out on the water 

once this year and 

lucky enough, it was for the 

Nationals Practical on the Water 

Training class on June 21st.  Good 

thing because my boat isn’t in the 

water yet.  I helped out last year 

but stayed on shore.  This year, on 

the boat and in the water!  This is 

great course.  It can help keep our 

Squadron in the black, please tell 

your friends about it. 

On another note, this is the 100th 

Anniversary year of the United 

States Power Squadron.  It is a 

great time to think about what an 

awesome organization this is to be 

a part of.  Consider how many 

people are safer and more 

knowledgeable about boating thanks 

to our organization.  The friendships 

formed and services performed 

spread far and wide.  Once again, tell 

your friends about us. 

I have to thank everyone on the 

bridge, executive committee, those 

receiving Merit Marks and my 

teachers thru the years.  With each 

course I take, I board my boat with 

that much more knowledge and 

confidence. 

Be safe and have fun! 

BY: Cdr Brian Rogers, P 
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Meg Smith, Lackawanna Sail & Power 

FALL SCHEDULE:  Courses 

First and foremost, Seamanship will be taught this 

fall in Randolph beginning on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 1.  I know this course will go and have three 

confirmed already and possibly three more.  Cost 

is $70 and will last about six weeks. 

Junior Navigation and Navigation courses will re-

convene beginning on Thursday, October 2. 

Marine Navigation Systems will be offered begin-

ning on Tuesday, October 7.  The instructor will be 

Carl Smith. Location: Chatham.  MNS is a new 

course this year, so cost and length are TBD. 

Engine Maintenance will be taught beginning 

Tuesday, September 16.  Instructor will be Ken 

Heller and will meet in Wharton.  Cost is $60 and 

will last 6 weeks. 

Instructor Recertification will be taught by Kelley 

Fahey.  There is no cost for this course.  Sched-

ule:  TBD. 

FALL SCHEDULE:  Seminars 

Four seminars are being scheduled for the fall.  It 

is expected that they will be scheduled for 

Wednesday’s beginning October 1 at a local li-

brary or senior center.  Those scheduled are: 

Onboard Weather Forecasting.  Wednesday, 

October 1.  Cost $25.   

Sail Rig & Tuning.  Wednesday, October 8.  

Cost:  $40.   

Marine Radar.  Wednesday, October 15.  Cost:  

$50.   

Using GPS.  Wednesday, October 22.  Cost:  

$40   

The fall seminar schedule is tentative.  If anyone 

has any interest in a particular seminar, please 

send a note to education@lackawanna.org and 

Education Corner 

S 
ummer is now in full swing.  The sky is 

blue.  The birds are singing.  And, NOAA 

is now threatening a tropical storm for the 

Fourth of July Weekend!  So, of course, it 

is time to announce the plan for fall courses.   

First, several courses were taught this spring.  Bob 

Fahey taught Navigation again to those of us who 

ran out of time to finish four years ago; Carl Smith 

taught Junior Navigation, and, thinking that JN would 

finish soon, Carl also taught Marine Electrical Sys-

tems.   ABC was taught four times this spring by 

Chris Windeler and Meg Smith.  Lackawanna is still 

searching for classroom space.  So, all of those in-

structors taught from their homes.  Thank you.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO FINISHED 

COURSES THIS SPRING! 

ABC: NJ Boating Certificate: 

Kazameira (Kasha) Castelo, Lackawanna Sail & 

Power 

Robert Deelsnyder 

Samuel Deelsnyder 

John Dunnigan 

Mary Hummel 

Erik Onello 

George Papasikos 

James Rice 

Gabriel Salvetti 

Joseph Tapp 

Guy Taylor 

Henry Uzochukwu 

Marine Electrical Systems 

Robert Morris, New York Sail & Power 

David Grill, Northern New Jersey Sail & Power 

Advanced Piloting 

Alex Persichino , Lackawanna Sail & Power 

Navigation 

BY: Meg Smith, JN   

Continued on page 5 

mailto:education@lackawanna.org
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It May be Summertime, but Beware of Hypothermia 

BY: Michael Saylor  

A 
 TowBoatUS skipper was tossed into 
Florida’s St. Augustine Inlet last fall 
while trying to free a grounded 48-foot 
sailboat. The skipper was dressed in 

shorts, a T-shirt, sweatshirt and baseball cap, 
and he was close to dying of hypothermia by the 
time he was rescued more than three hours later. 
This was Florida, where the water is warm. 
Indeed, the water was relatively warm, but the 
skipper was wearing cotton clothing and, on the 
water, cotton kills. I know cotton is cool and com-
fortable in hot weather. It absorbs perspiration 
and keeps you comfortable. Cotton does this be-
cause it is hydrophilic. It loves moisture. 
 
However, if it’s cool enough to justify wearing a 
sweatshirt, wear something other than cotton. 
There are polyester and polypropylene fleece 
jackets and vests that, unlike a cotton sweatshirt, 
will be hydrophobic and will try to get rid of mois-
ture they absorb. Such clothing will help keep you 
warmer even when you are in the water. 
Hypothermia is something I understand well be-
cause of a few episodes I’ve experienced. On 
Lake Superior one early September, we an-
chored in about 10 feet of water, but I wasn’t sure 
how well our Danforth anchor had set in the 
sandy bottom. Too lazy to test it, I asked my in-
trepid wife, Lou, to dive in and check the hook. 
Lou was an excellent swimmer and diver in her 
salad days. 
 
With more enthusiasm than thought, she dove in. 
The thermocline in this area was at about seven 
or eight feet. As she swam down the anchor rode, 
she encountered the cold water and pushed on 
until she realized that if she didn’t surface she 
could become a victim of Gitchigoomie. 
 
She made it to the surface, but had to be helped 
aboard. Her normally rosy cheeks were purple, 
her lips were blue, and she shivered, teeth chat-
tering uncontrollably. We got her below and out of 
her swimsuit and wrapped her in polyester fleece. 
With hot coffee and rest, it still took a good 15 
minutes for her to thaw and, dressed in a dark 

wool sweater and jeans, to absorb the warmth of the 
sun. 
 
My daughter, who was a competition swimmer in 
high school and at the University of Minnesota, 
called me a wuss for preparing to dinghy ashore to 
Hermit Island in the Apostle Islands. She challenged 
me to race her ashore in the dink. She executed a 
beautiful dive into Lake Superior and immediately 
resembled a duck trying to take off from the water. 
She made it to shore, where she sat trembling while 
I unsympathetically brought her a wool sweater and 
towel to return her to the boat. Lake Superior in late 
summer in that shallow, sheltered, sandy cove was 
only 55 F. Her suntanned skin was mottled purple 
and red. 
 
It doesn’t take much to bring on hypothermia, even 
in the summer. And if you’ve cruised Maine, you 
know just how cold the water is in the dead of Au-
gust. Here are some things to keep in mind. 
 
• When you begin losing heat, your body responds 
with muscle contractions — first goose bumps, then 
shivering. The friction from your muscles generates 
heat. As you continue to lose heat, the body tries to 
maintain its core temperature by reducing blood flow 
to your extremities. Attempting to swim causes more 
heat to be lost, accelerating the onset of hypother-
mia, so try to stay calm. 
 
• You can survive about seven hours in water that’s 
60 F, about three hours in water that’s 50 degrees, 
and about 15 minutes in freezing water. If your core 
temperature drops below 77 degrees you’re probably 
dead; you’d have lapsed into unconsciousness by 
the time your temperature fell to 86 degrees. 
• Survival in cold water is one situation in which fat 
can be a plus; it provides insulation. The trick is to 
create an insulating layer of water next to your skin. 
If you’re wearing a PFD — and you should be — as-
sume the fetal position to reduce heat loss from the 
head, neck, sides, groin and armpits. If you have 
company, hug one another. Doing so can increase 
survival time by half. Your head is a major source of 
heat loss, so keep it out of the water and as dry as 

Continued on page 11 
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Another World Boat Speed Record 

A 
 day later and 7 mph faster! 

An Outerlimits 43 throttled by 

Brian Forehand broke the 180-

mph barrier during a record-

setting kilo run on the Pamlico River, North 

Carolina on April 29, 2014.  

Outerlimits Powerboats set a new world 

boat speed record Apr 29 --beating the 

record they set just yesterday. The Outer-

limits 43 powered by Mercury Racing 

1650's roared to an average speed of 

180.470, besting their old world record of 

174.938 set on April 28, 2014. 

Both record runs took place on the Pamli-

co River in North Carolina. 

The former record of 171.88 mph was set 

by Reggie Fountain and Ben Roberston in 

a Fountain Powerboats 42 in 2004, also 

on the Pamlico River. 

According to the website Speed On The 

Water, Outerlimits owner Mike Fiore was 

ecstatic: 

"It's pretty freakin' cool," said Mike Fiore, 

the owner and founder of Outerlimits in 

Bristol, R.I. "This took 10 years of patience 

and letting some of the insults roll off our 

backs to finally reclaim the V-bottom 

speed record. Step one was to survive, 

stay in business. Step two was to put the 

right team together. If it weren't for Mercu-

ry Racing and Brian we wouldn't have 

done this." 

ALEXANDRIA, Va., June 30, 2014 --  

W 
hen a boat sinks, that’s likely the end 

of her. That’s because repairs on a 

sunken boat often cost more than the 

actual value of the boat. So if boaters 

want to prevent a sinking at all costs, what can they 

do? Boat Owners Association of The United States 

(BoatUS) recently took its first significant look since 

2006 at its boat insurance claims files to identify the 

causes of boat sinkings and found that most were 

preventable. About two out of every three (69%) 

boats sink at the dock or mooring, while the remain-

der (31%) sink while underway. 

Of all of the dock/mooring sinkings, 39% occur when 

some small part gives up the fight with water due to 

wear, tear and corrosion. When it comes to gradual 

leaks due to slowly failing parts, too many boats ex-

isted in a “zombie state” somewhere between float-

ing and sinking, dependent upon the bilge pump, 

which merely postponed the sinking until the pump 

failed or was overwhelmed. This one is a no-brainer: 

lack of maintenance is the factor here. 

For boat sinkings while underway, the most common 

cause (43%) is hitting something – a log, the bottom 

or colliding with another boat or dock. Some of these 

sinkings might have been avoided if some some ex-

tra care had been taken – and some can be chalked 

up to simply bad luck. 

Interestingly, low-cut transoms that were common on 

boats in the 1990’s and a cause of sinkings is no 

longer much of a factor, as contained splash wells 

separating the interior of the boat from the transom 

are more common in boat designs today. However, 

being swamped while tied stern-to waves remains a 

cause. 

To prevent a sinking, here are ten tips from the boat 

owner’s group: 

·      For inboard-outboard powered boats, inspect 

Why Boats Sink 

Continued on page 5 
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Education Corner (cont’) 

sterndrive bellows annually and replace every 

three to five years. The shift bellows is usually the 

first to fail. 

·      For inboard powered boats, check the stuffing 

box every time you visit the boat, and repack – 

rather than simply tighten down the nut – every 

spring. 

·      For engines with raw water hoses, replace 

them the moment they indicate wear – such as 

when small cracks appear or they feel “spongy” 

when squeezed. Rusty hose clamps are also a 

concern and should be replaced. 

·      Replace the engine cooling system impeller 

every two to three years. 

·      Inspect the boat’s cockpit and livewell plumb-

ing – again look at hoses, clamps, and cracked or 

broken fittings. Make sure you can inspect all 

such plumbing, and if you can’t, install inspection 

ports to make the task easier. 

·      Each season take are hard look at all below-

waterline fittings, hoses, and clamps. 

·      Don’t forget the drain plug – you knew this 

one would be on the list. 

·      Keep a good lookout and ask guests to help 

keep their eyes peeled for deadheads. If you’ve 

grounded or hit something, consider a short-haul 

to inspect the bottom or drive gear. 

·      Always pull trailerable boats from the water 

when storms are forecast. These boats generally 

have too little freeboard to stand up to any kind of 

wave action. 

·      Dock line management systems that keep the 

boat centered in its slip can prevent snags that 

sometimes lead to a sinking. 

we will try to accommodate your interests. 

America’s Boating Course  

Course scheduled for four Monday nights beginning 

Monday, September 22.  Cost will be $65.  Location 

TBD. 

Please use caution on and around water.  I became 

personally aware of two drowning’s in the last two 

weeks.  One was swimming ALONE and the other 

was swimming in an area posted as being too dan-

gerous for swimming.  Those of us who teach ABC 

are particularly concerned about drowning’s.  One 

was on a lake and the other a stream.  Neither had a 

life guard. 

Lackawanna has two instructors approved both by 

USPS and NJ Marine Police.  For other courses, 

please remember that the squadron has several 

good instructors who are willing to teach small clas-

ses.  So, if there is a course or seminar that you 

wish to take, please contact me at smith-

meh@optonline.net.  

I believe that boating is very slowly recovering from 

the recession.  I saw some new boaters in this 

spring’s ABC courses.  However, we are only seeing 

those students who already know that USPS exists 

and deliberately search the web for USPS.  If one 

searches for a boat safety course, USPS (and Coast 

Guard Auxiliary) are never found!  I am slowly figur-

ing out the marketing issues in today’s world of elec-

tronic communication and hope NJ USPS will be up 

and running by next spring.  My personal belief is 

that ABC needs a website focused only on New Jer-

sey’s safe boating certificate that covers all USPS 

squadrons.  On that site, there can be links to our 

other websites.  Secondly, we need to publicize our 

other boating courses as education in addition to the 

NJ Boating Certificate.   

Why Boats Sink (cont’) 

mailto:smithmeh@optonline.net
mailto:smithmeh@optonline.net
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ALEXANDRIA, Va., June 24, 2014 –  

W 
hile boatyards are busy, summer 

may be a better time to have repair 

work done on the boat. Why? The 

typical boatyard and shop warranty 

on labor is 90 days, giving boaters the time neces-

sary to use the boat and ensure a correct repair. 

But where does a boater go to get repairs done 

right? Boat Owners Association of The United 

States (BoatUS) has some tips: 

Use what your eyes are telling you: Sometimes 

it’s the little things that give you a sign that the 

yard you are entering isn’t the best. One BoatUS 

member took his boat to a repair facility and 

thought that the abundance of boats in the lot 

meant that the boatyard was popular. It wasn’t un-

til after the yard started giving odd excuses for de-

lays and then made him pay for hundreds of dol-

lars of ineffective engine repairs before releasing 

the boat, did the member notice that few, if any, of 

the boats in the lot had been moved in years. 

All recommendations aren’t the same: Online rec-

ommendations are a mish-mash of good and bad: 

more reliable ones have real names attached and 

specific details in postings. Fellow boaters are 

likely the best folks to recommend a yard, but go 

one step further: be sure that the repairs are simi-

lar to what you need. Another option is to ask a 

marine surveyor. These professionals are often 

knowledgeable about the quality of work in local 

repair yards, as long as they’re impartial and unaf-

filiated with any shop or boatyard. Look for a boat 

surveyor having SAMS or NAMS credentials as 

these surveyor associations require their mem-

bers to be independent. Another good sign to see 

is a shop that follows American Boat and Yacht 

Council (ABYC) guidelines for repairs, which en-

What do You Expect? It’s a boat 

BY: Scott Croft  

Tips for Picking the Best Boatyard 

I 
t is not the leather or teak or technology that mat-
ters so much to the good folks on the water these 
days as it is a different kind of comfort. Call it the 
luxury of reliability, dependability and durability. 

Those are three of the keys to the realm in this new 
normal. It’s a definition of luxury well suited to an in-
dustry where reliability has long been one of our 
Achilles heels. Systems that work. Systems you can 
count on. It’s hard to put a price tag on what that 
means to a builder or a dealer. For the owner, peace 
of mind is platinum. 

With the price of new boats what they are, dependa-
bility should be a given. And to be fair, new boats 
have gotten a lot better. Want to attract first-time 
boaters and, just as important, retain them for the 
long haul? Make the product more bulletproof through 
better engineering and installation. 

We’ve all be around boats long enough to have 
heard, for the umpteenth time, the phrase, “What do 
you expect, it’s a boat?” It’s still around because 
there’s still too much truth in it. I heard it on the docks 
this past weekend. 

I’m running a newly refurbished 22-foot outboard-
powered Down East center console these days. The 
boat is about 23 years old but looks like it just came 
out of a new-boat showroom. New paint, new Yama-
ha, new wiring, mahogany coaming. New everything. 
The works. 

The only problem is a nagging fuel issue that causes 
the engine to shut down without warning. We’ve been 
chasing it since we launched the boat late last fall. 
We thought we found the culprit and made the fix dur-
ing November winterizing, but it reappeared a few 
days ago, killing the power in a narrow channel be-
tween sandbars on a busy day. 

I had it back up and running in about a minute, but 
the point is it shouldn’t be happening. And since we 
did all the installation and rigging, we have no one but 
ourselves to blame. Knock wood, it will be fixed be-
fore the weekend is out. 

I was describing the problem to someone a couple of 
days ago. You can guess what he said. 

“What do you expect? It’s a boat.” 

BY: Bill Sisson  

Continued on page 8 

http://blog.tradeonlytoday.com/tradetalk/?p=1434
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A boat moves in many ways. It can heave (no pun in-
tended) up and down, and surge fore and aft. It can 
swing to port and starboard along its longitudinal axis 
(rolling). It can rotate around its transverse axis 
(pitching). And it can rotate about its vertical axis 
(yawing). Boats can execute several of these motions 
simultaneously. Think about what that’ll do to the sens-
es. Being below is certainly not the solution, although 
the victim may insist on it. 
One of the best solutions is to give the helm to the vic-
tim and have that person steer. By seeing the horizon 
move and the vessel respond, and by concentrating on 
maintaining a proper course, the sufferer might over-
come the symptoms. It gives the person something, 
aside from misery, to concentrate on. 

There are several treatments that can help combat 
seasickness. 

 

 

• Anything that contains ginger — ginger snaps, ginger 
tea, even ginger ale, although the fizz could work 
against you — will help settle your stomach. Saltine 
crackers or flat soda also can help. 

• Dramamine and Bonine are well-known medications 
for motion seasickness. The problem is that they can 
make you drowsy. However, non-drowsy or reduced-
drowsiness versions are available. I’d recommend try-
ing them at home before you use them at sea. 

 
• Scopolamine transdermal (Transderm Scop) is effec-
tive but can cause dry mouth and drowsiness. It is 
available only by prescription. 

Steady Yourself Against Seasickness 

Continued on page 8 

T 
here are three things that are sure to ruin a 
day on the water: a bad departure from 
your slip or mooring, a screw-up while 
docking, anchoring or mooring, and mal de 
mer — seasickness. 

Avoiding boat-handling mistakes is a matter of 
practice, situational awareness and attention to de-
tail. Seasickness is a whole ’nuther kettle of fish. 

Unlike most of the topics I write about, which often 
involve lessons I’ve learned, I’ve not experienced 
this digestive event brought on by wind, sea and 
other conditions. That’s not to say I’m immune to it 
— just lucky, so far. My wife, Lou, on the other 
hand, is an expert. She can get seasick in a bath-
tub. Interestingly enough, she doesn’t suffer from 
other forms of motion sickness. 

Because she insists on accompanying me on 
boats, I have become something of an expert on 
the causes, symptoms and treatments of this 
dreaded affliction. Don’t kid yourself: Seasickness 
can be incapacitating, and if the victim is the skip-
per it can be serious. 

Other people’s seasickness once put me at risk of 
bodily harm. After I was discharged from the Army, 
some friends and I went fishing on a party boat. 
Lou prepared a lunch of fried chicken and coleslaw. 
We were anchored in a heavy swell that made eve-
ryone except the skipper and me seasick. Watching 
me munching on a drumstick almost induced some-
one to throw me overboard. 

Some of the warning signs of seasickness can be 
lethargy, sleepiness, queasiness and nausea, 
chills, lightheadedness, dizziness and a loss of bal-
ance, as well as a sudden desire to murder anyone 
munching on fried chicken or eating anything with 
an aroma. In other words, it’s similar to the symp-
toms of shock. Some people just feel like lying 
down; many lose their lunch, and that’s when dehy-
dration can become a serious problem. 
One of the worst things you can do if you feel sea-
sickness developing is to go below. The conflict be-
tween what your eyes see when you’re down below 
— everything is stable — and what your inner ear 
tells you — you’re in motion — will make matters 
worse. 

BY: Michael Saylor  
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sures that crucial safety standards are met. 

ABYC technicians also get specialized certifica-

tion in a range of boat systems. 

Dealerships may offer more, but don’t write off independ-

ents: There are certain benefits to taking an out-of-warranty 

boat or motor to a dealership, with the best training and 

equipment being at the top of the list. Dealerships also en-

joy better parts connections. On the other hand, most well 

established independent repair facilities also produce high 

quality work – especially those run by former or current 

factory-trained technicians. And unlike a dealership, they 

must compete on repair business alone and their prices are 

usually lower. 

Look for shops that specialize: Boats vary in type, size and 

complexity and so do repair facilities. Don’t bring a 34-foot 

trawler for repairs to a shop that mostly works on trailer 

boats, and don’t expect the guy living in a van down by the 

river to fix your high-tech outboard. 

“Always check around first before doing business,” said 

BoatUS Director of Consumer Affairs Charles Fort. “Many 

boaters only have the summer to enjoy their boats, so any 

problems could lead to a premature end of the boating sea-

son.” 

Boatyard (cont’) 

BoatUS Foundation July Promotion  

 

• Acupressure wrist bands are said to stimulate 
the P6 pressure point, blocking nausea. 

 
Lou used to use a prescription for phenergan 
and ephedrine. The phenergan settles the stom-
ach, with the side effect of drowsiness, and 
ephedrine combats the drowsiness. Don’t even 
consider this solution without checking with your 
doctor because it could affect your heart. 

 
The best solution we found was recommended 
by renowned world voyager Larry Pardey, 
whose wife, Lin, is very susceptible to seasick-
ness. Larry told us about cinnarizine, sold as 
stugeron in Bermuda and the United Kingdom 
but not available in the United States. Lou has 
used it for years and finds it very effective 
against seasickness. And it doesn’t make her 
drowsy. 

 
In general, take your medications of choice be-
tween one and three hours before embarking. 
Ginger and other natural remedies can be taken 
as needed while you’re under way. There is one 
other solution, short of death — Lou says you’d 
have to feel a lot better in order to die — and 
that’s endurance. Her theory is that if you can 
survive for three days, the symptoms will pass. 
Darned if she isn’t right. 
Avoid alcohol and greasy or acidic foods, and 
get a good night’s rest beforecasting off. Also, 
stay away from the boat’s engine exhaust. And 
keep in mind that there will be less motion to-
ward the center of the boat — on deck, of 
course. 
There’s a boatload of additional information and 
opinions on the Web; just enter “seasickness” in 
your search engine. At any rate, good luck, and 
may the gods of mal de mer not learn you’ve 
gone boating until after you’re safely ashore.  

U 
SPS Interactive Online seminars are host-

ed on BoatUS Foundation’s systems. Two 

of our seminars are currently being of-

fered to the public with a third and fourth 

seminar coming in the near future. During July 2014, 

all seminars and courses hosted by the BoatUS 

Foundation, including ours, will be available at dis-

counted promotional prices. USPS seminars are be-

ing offered at $19.95, half their usual price, during the 

first half of July. 

 

In addition to USPS-written seminars, the BoatUS 

Learning Management System also hosts online 

courses and seminars written by BoatUS employees 

and the Colgate School of Sailing. These courses are 

also available at promotional prices during July. Go to 

www.usps.org/edonline for more information.  

Seasick (cont’) 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/fa5rf/zx03al/3kpdic
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M 
illennials have been making headlines 
recently and not necessarily for the right 
reasons. 

Many of the stories describe how millen-
nials differ from the generations that preceded them 
— they’re burdened with more student debt, they 
have less disposable income, they aren’t buying 
homes at the same pace, they’re getting married lat-
er, they’re living with their parents longer, they’re 
having more trouble finding jobs. 

Timing has not been their friend. Many millennials 
entered the job market just as the economy sailed off 
the proverbial cliff. No group was harder hit during 
the Great Recession than these so-called echo 
boomers. 

The sheer size of this cohort and all of the economic, 
political and cultural changes that will accompany 
them as they pour onto center stage are, of course, 
the reasons for so much scrutiny. Among other firsts, 
they are the most racially diverse generation in histo-
ry, according to the Pew Research Center. 

In time, they will represent the bulk of boat buyers. 
The oldest members are now turning 33 or 34, the 
age when we might reasonably expect them to begin 
buying boats. But that, too, has been retarded. 

Here’s a snapshot of how things have changed. In 
1997, about 35 percent of all new-boat buyers were 
under 40 years old. By 2013, the percentage had 
dropped to 18 percent, according to Info-Link, the 
Miami-based research company. 

“The concern is if these folks don’t boat, what will 
happen to the next generation?” says Info-Link man-
aging director Jack Ellis. Though just a guess, Ellis 
adds, “It strikes me as a tough generation to sell 
boats to.” Time will tell. 

There are plenty of reasons to be excited by this co-
hort, none the least its size. “This is the biggest gen-
eration yet,” says Matt Gruhn, president of the Ma-
rine Retailers Association of the Americas. “It’s larger 
than the boomers. And a lot of wealth will be trans-
ferred to the millennials. When it does, where are 
those dollars going to go? That’s a huge conversa-
tion.” 

Pew defines the millennial generation as those born 
after 1980, which puts the age of adult members be-
tween 18 and 33 in 2014. The youngest millennials 

Will millennials open their wallets when it’s time to buy a boat? 

are in their teens, and no chronological end point has 
been set for this group, Pew notes. The Washington 
Post reported in May that there were more 22-year-old 
Americans in 2013 than any other single age. 

In time, the millennials will be the future engine of growth 
for boating. And Gruhn, like Ellis, says it’s critical that the 
industry find ways to introduce them to boating. “We 
need to get them on the water,” Gruhn says. “If the mil-
lennials aren’t boating, then their kids won’t be boating. 
What then?” 

Gruhn says millennials represent a market unlike any 
before it. They are, in the vernacular, digital natives, the 
only generation that has not had to adapt to the digital 
era, given that they grew up in it. “These are kids who 
grew up with cellphones, who grew up with computers as 
the primary way of communicating and doing research,” 
Gruhn says. “They don’t want to be sold. They want to 
develop relationships. They like to come in educated. 
And they want their well-researched opinions affirmed.” 

My two oldest daughters and their husbands are part of 
the millennial wave. These two working mothers grew up 
boating, fishing and tubing with yours truly. Their hus-
bands also are avid anglers but boatless except for a 
kayak. 

Dan is a 33-year-old engineer and a partner in his firm. 
Alana is a 31-year-old health care analyst. Dan says 
he’d like to own a “nice little family boat” someday, but 
he and Alana have a full plate at the moment. “It’s not a 
first priority,” he told me. “We have a lot of other things 
going on.” 

Those other things include a home mortgage, student 
loans and a car loan, not to mention two young children 
— a newborn (1 month old) and a 2-1/2-year-old. They 
have good, secure jobs, and both are optimistic about 
the future. And it’s not just the money giving them pause 
— it’s as much about time. 

“I don’t have time for anything,” says Dan, who has 
fished with me for years. “I don’t have time to take care 
of my house the way I’d like to. There’s no time. Hopeful-
ly, the answers will be different in 10 years.” 

“I think it’s more realistic in 20 years,” Alana says. “Boats 
take a lot of time, and I think they’re only worth having if 
you have the time to spend on them. No one wants a 
boat that just sits in the backyard or in a slip all summer.” 

Until the tide changes, Alana, Dan, Leah and Eric and 
their young broods plan to go out on this old goat’s boat 
as much as possible. The important thing is that they’ll 
be on the water. When the time is right, boats will follow. 

BY: Bill Sisson  



Page 10 Totem 

death of her husband in August 2008 on the 
Metedeconk River in Brick. Since that tragedy, Post, 58, 
of Essex Fells, has been an advocate for this legislation 
to increase penalties and accountability for boating-
related accidents and to help similar tragedies from 
happening to other people. 

“By increasing the penalties for leaving the scene of an 
accident, this new law will help prevent this type of acci-
dent that tragically struck our family,” Post said. “Now 
having a consequences for this action will hopefully pre-
vent an accident from happening.” 

After the ceremony, the governor headed to Point 
Pleasant Beach boardwalk to meet beachgoers. During 
his hour on the boardwalk, Christie took part in various 
Jersey Shore traditions, including drinking a large or-
angeade milkshake from Kohr’s Frozen Custard and 
taking selfies with fellow boardwalk-goers. 

Antonio Acosta, 35, of Dover, and his 2-year-old son, 
Mason, could not pass up the opportunity to get their 
photos with the state’s top political figure. 

“He could be our next president,” Acosta said. “It’s nice 
of him to take the time to come out here and meet the 
people.” 

BEHIND THE NEWS 

Last year, New Jersey experienced a slight increase in 
boating-related accidents — 126 compared with 124 in 
2012. In addition, there were eight fatalities, a casualty 
rate consistent with the six to eight deaths seen annual-
ly on New Jersey waters since 2009. For 2014, there 
have been 36 accidents so far, with one fatality. 

POINT PLEASANT –  

W 
ith the busiest part of the summer boating 
season ahead, Gov. Chris Christie signed a 
bill into law Thursday aimed at increasing 
safe boating practices on inland lakes and 
waterways. 

Christie signed the legislation during a ceremony at the 
New Jersey State Police Marine Services Bureau Station 
here. The Republican governor spent Thursday visiting 
shore towns in Monmouth and Ocean counties. 

The law increases the penalty for anyone leaving the sce-
ne of a boating accident in New Jersey waters or for fail-
ing to assist anyone injured in a boating-related accident 
as required by law. 

“With the summer season underway, New Jerseyans 
need to take all safety precautions into consideration as 
they enjoy recreational boating around the state,” Christie 
said. “Boating is about enjoying the summer and relaxing 
with your family and friends, but it also comes with a re-
sponsibility to the people you’re with and others on the 
water to be vigilant, responsible and safe, and to help 
stop accidents from happening to begin with.” 

The law increases the penalty to a second-degree offense 
to leave the scene if the accident results in the death of 
anyone involved. Second-degree offenses will be punish-
able by five to 10 years in prison, up to $150,000 in fines, 
or both. 

Joining Christie at the event was Bonnie Post, a victim of 
a boating-related hit-and-run accident that resulted in the 

BY: Nicholas Huba 

Gov. Chris Christie Signs Safe Boating Law 
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Calendar 

July 19  Sat.  Sail/Power Day- North  Liberty State Park  

July TBA D4 - Day at the Races   Monmouth Park Race Track  

August 9 Sat. D4- Dinner/Theatre  Barnegat High School 

August 18 Mon. Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

September 15 Mon.  Executive Committee Meeting  Madison Community House  

September 20 Sat.  Sail/Power Day- South Clam Bake  Carrie Markham’s Home  

   

   

possible. Keep a wool or polyester watch cap on 
board when you’re on the water. 
 
• Wear insulating clothing if the water is below 60 
degrees. Silk has insulating value. We carry it on 
cruises because the nights can get cool and you 
can suffer hypothermia in cool air. It won’t kill you 
directly in cruising season, but it can slow your re-
actions. Wool and certain polyester fabrics also are 
good insulators. Wool provides insulation even 
when wet. However, it retains water and is heavy 
when soaked. Some polyester and other fabrics 
wick moisture away from the skin. 
 
• Most of us will never use a survival suit, which will 
keep you afloat, dry and insulated. However, float 
coats with neoprene and beavertail jackets are 
good options. 
 
• A victim’s core temperature can continue to drop 
for maybe a half hour after rescue. If a victim is un-
conscious but breathing, treat him or her to prevent 
shock. Breathe into the victim’s face as they inhale 

It May be Summertime, but Beware of Hypothermia (cont’) 

or waft steam from a kettle of boiling water toward 
them. Try to slowly warm the core. Attempting to 
warm a victim too aggressively will draw blood to the 
skin and can inhibit raising the core temperature. 
Don’t massage the limbs; it draws warm blood from 
the core to the skin, where it cools and circulates 
back. At a safety-at-sea seminar, I learned never to 
consider a victim beyond help unless he or she is 
warm. 



 
You don’t even need a boat! All members, their families and friends are welcome 

to join us for a Raft-up with spectacular views of Manhattan and the Statue of 

Liberty, followed by food and drink at the Liberty Landing Marina. 

 (rain date July 20) 
Raft-up 11:00am – 3:00pm 

Food/Drinks 4:00pm 

Coordinates: L: 40°41.775N Lo: -074°03.9W  
(right near Liberty State Park boat ramp) 
Time:  11:00am – 3:00pm 
VHS Channel: Use channel 71 for communications 
PFDs required for children under 13 
Bring your own beverages, snacks, sun protection and boat shoes. 
 

4:00pm 
Following the raft up from 4pm to whenever we will have a BBQ on the upper deck of the Liberty light ship 
the Winter Quarter .Family and friends are invited. The more the merrier.  You may join us for the raft up or 
BBQ only or both. There will be a charge for the BBQ of $20.00 for adults and$10.00 for children 5 to 
17 .Children under 5 free . WE will provide hamburgers, hotdogs ,chicken, sausage ,salads, beer wine soda 
and water. 
Bring friends and family. All are invited. 
Reservations are a must. BYOB 
 

By Land:  The early pickups (10:15AM and 11:00AM) will be at Liberty Landing Marina. We 

will have someone meet you in front of the main building/restaurant . Liberty Landing Marina 

address is 80 Audry Zapp Dr. Jersey City.  

Later pickups will be by call at Liberty State Park. The address is 200 Morris Pesin Dr. 

Jersey City. Follow directions to the boat dock and call . 

CALL: Frank’s cell 973 865-3211 or Tom's cell 201 738-7483. 

Trailering your boat:  Boat launch available close by at Liberty State Park, $11 daily. 
(Libertystatepark.org) 
Transient slips for overnight stay: $3.60 ft., Full service – call marina to book, mention LSPS 
event, 201-985-8000. 
Ferry services available to NYC, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Lots to see if you are 
staying over. 

--OVER-- 



===============Please register by July 16 ================= 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 

 
Number in party___________ 
  

Phone_________________________ 

 

My party is coming:  

By Boat_______ By Car______ 

(If by boat) I need or am willing to take on crew:  

Yes_______   No________ 

 

Please choose: 

Raft-up Only ______ (bring your own refreshments) 

Dinner Reservation Only ___________ 

Raft-up & Dinner Reservation ___________ 

  

Call Frank Gingerelli (973) 927-0328 or (973) 865-3211  

fgingerelli@aol.com 

 

Mail Checks to:  

Frank Gingerelli 

503 Drakestown Rd  

Long Valley, NJ 07853 

mailto:fgingerelli@aol.com


  

 
  

United States Power Squadrons District 4 
  Fun filled day at the Races..... 

 

 Come out and Join us  
at the Beautiful  

Monmouth Park Raceway,  
Oceanport NJ. 

  
  August 17, 2014!! 

NOON til ??  
  

Please respond to Janice Zucchi, P   
  jzucchi@comcast.net (732 262 8687) 

ASAP PLEASE!!! 
   

 We have made arrangements for our D4 members to enjoy the 
races and lunch in the air conditioned club house. Tables in-

clude a view of the track, TV monitor, a private window to place 
your bet and a complementary racing form and pen to record 

your picks.  
Admission to the park is complements of the D4 Commander.  
There is a minimum $15.00 pp lunch charge payable at the 

track. 
The club house private area is limited to 35 guests.   

Monmouth Park is always fun and this should be a great sum-
mer event with our D4 friends! 

mailto:jzucchi@comcast.net



