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T 
here are many things I 
want to mention, but first I 
want to say thank you to 
all of you who elected me 

as your 54th Commander.  I will try 
very hard to show you that you 
made the right decision. 

It was really nice seeing so many 
friends at Change of Watch who 
came out to support my Bridge and 
me and to wish me well as I enter 
this new phase of my life.  People 
have asked me why I wanted to 
become Commander and spend so 
much time and energy.  My answer 
is Lackawanna is my second family 
and I am paying Lackawanna back 
for all it has done for me.  As you 
get to know members from 
attending functions and taking 

classes, you find that most of them are 
there for you and to help you when you 
need help.  If you need information on 
just about anything, there is someone 
that knows how, and more importantly 
is willing and able to help you.  These 
members are here for me, and you, 
and I want to be there for them. 

Many of you know that I am a people 
person.  I like to talk with you to find 
out what is happening.  If you have an 
idea, problem, solution to a problem, 
want to help with something, or just 
want to talk, call me.  If for some 
reason you can’t reach me, email me 
and I will get back to you.  I want to 
work with each and every one of you 
on a one to one basis when possible. 

My special thanks go to Kevin Wanner 
for all the work he 

BY: Cdr Elaine Pfaff, AP 
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2012 spring course graduates 
The two courses that were held this past 
Spring were Advanced Pilo ng and 
Sail.  Congratula ons to all four people that 
passed the Sail course ‐‐ 3 LSPS members: 
Elaine Pfaff, Richard Pfaff, and Steve Cohen and 
one non‐member, John Anton.  The Advanced 
Pilo ng course decided to put their final exam 
on hold and we hope to hear good results from 
them late summer/early Fall.  We wish the AP 
students good luck on their exams.   

 

Americas Boating Course: 
Craig Barnet - N. Haledon 

Leszek Brzechffa - Whippany 
 
 

We anticipating teaching 

Marine Navigation Systems 
(3rd in line in of the Marine Electrical 

course) 
 

Other fall 2012 classes with be announced 
shortly. 

Education Corner 

B 
eginning in 2012, New Jersey mariners may no-
tice a reduction in the number of regulatory 
buoys on the waters of the State. A boating 
safety pilot program is being conducted, which 

will scrutinize the placement of regulatory buoys on the 
water. The goal of the program is to eliminate many of the 
unnecessary regulatory buoys that litter waterways such 
as the Barnegat Bay. Regulatory buoys can be easily 
identified by their color, which is white with orange bands. 
A message, such as “slow speed/no wake” is also dis-
played on the buoy. 

In 1988 there were about 35 slow speed/no wake buoys 
placed in waterways throughout the State. During the 
summer of 2011, there were more than 750 slow speed/
no wake buoys in the Barnegat Bay alone. It is possible 
that up to one third of the regulatory buoys in the bay can 
be eliminated through this program. 

The New Jersey State Police, Marine Services Bureau, 
Point Pleasant Station personnel are evaluating the areas 
where regulatory buoys have historically been placed, in 
an effort to determine which regulatory buoys are no 
longer needed. Once identified, unnecessary buoys will 
not be placed in the bay for the 2012 boating season. 
While many factors must be considered when making a 
determination about a specific buoy, the final determina-
tion as to whether a buoy will be eliminated or retained, 
will be based on public safety and quality-of-life. 

The buoys that will undergo the closest scrutiny are, for 
the most part, slow speed/no wake buoys that had been 
placed in the Bay to warn mariners of a temporary slow 
speed/no wake area and are no longer required, and 
buoys that are placed in locations where it is clear, based 
on the existing laws and regulations that all mariners are 
expected to know, that vessels are required to slow down 
to no wake speed. 

Additionally, alternative means of marking certain areas 
are being explored. One of the methods being considered 
is through the use of signs, which would be utilized to 
warn mariners when they are approaching a slow speed/
no wake area, and inform them when they are leaving a 
slow speed/no wake area. This strategy could be very 
effective on long narrow channels where a small number 
of signs could eliminate the need for many buoys. 

The elimination of some of the regulatory buoys will not 
change the way in which mariners are permitted to transit 

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 

BY: P/C Kelley Fahey  

Boating Safety Initiative: Barnegat Bay 

BY: NJ State Police  
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SAVE THE DATE 
Sail / Power Day South 
Sept. 8th 12PM - 4PM 

flier to follow 
 

Fire Extinguisher Training 
rescheduled for the fall 

Announcements Cheap imports sinking boat industry 

T 
he slump in retail boat sales has forced another 
top WA dealer into a drastic downsizing as buyers 
of high-priced leisure craft shun the showroom in 
favour of cheaper private imports. 

Challenge Marine has cleared its Balcatta outlet of stock 
and no longer offers boat parts and nautical products and 
services. 
Similar measures have been taken in Mandurah, where 
the business has moved to smaller premises. 
The Balcatta operation will continue as an agent for Sea 
Ray and Boston Whaler models, taking individual orders 
through an online or print media presence. 
"Gone are the days of large boat dealerships as you might 
see in the car industry," director Lew Beale said. 
"The boating industry's been devastated by the GFC and 
also the influx of grey imports, or second-hand boats from 
the US," Mr Beale said. 
The 18-year-old business joins a growing list of boat retail-
ers to shut up shop or scale back in the aftermath of the 
global financial crisis. 
The crisis not only slashed demand for the product. It un-
leashed a massive fire sale of boats in the US which flood-
ed the international market at bargain basement prices. 
While that phenomenon may be over, low-end customers 
have yet to return to the retail market in numbers. And well
-heeled mining industry types shopping in the $70,000 to 
$200,000 range have found it hard to resist price differ-
ences in the tens of thousands of dollars by importing 
through shadowy brokers or doing it themselves. 
Boating Industry Association WA president Geoff Ellis said 
a boat selling for about $140,000 in Australia could be im-
ported for about $105,000, including freight costs. 
"It's basically killed the industry, just about wiped (dealers) 
off the map," Mr Ellis said. 
He had made severe cutbacks at his own business Off-
shore Marine, laying off all staff 12 months ago and mov-
ing from Belmont to Guildford. 
"Basically, we've pulled our heads in and we'll wait for a 
better day," he said. 
Mr Ellis said others were essentially trapped in ailing busi-
nesses because they were locked into long-term leases 
and could not afford the cost of redundancies. 
The industry has hit back against so-called "grey" imports 
through an information campaign warning of financial, 
safety and legal dangers for customers. They include the 
buyer as importer bearing sole liability for all compliance 
issues, including the costs incurred in an accident. 
Dealers hope warranties and services combined with the 
leaner, meaner sales model they've adopted will help 
bring buyers back. 
"We are intending to provide new boats cheaper into the 
market as we will not have the bigger overheads contribut-
ed to a large dealership holding extensive stock levels," 
Mr Beale said. 
But he thinks the recovery of the market will take time, 
even in a WA economy fuelled by the mining and oil and 
gas industries.  

the State’s waterways. New Jersey laws require that the 
speed of every vessel be regulated so as to not cause 
danger or injury to persons or property, either directly or 
by the effect of the vessels wake. In addition, New Jersey 
regulations require that all vessels must be slowed to 
“slow speed/no wake” when passing: 

1. A marina, pier, dock, wharf or abutment at a distance 
of 200 feet or less; 

2. Work barges, platforms or floats while actually en-
gaged in work related activity; 

3. Through bridge openings of 400 feet or less; 
4. Through lagoons, canals and confined areas of less 

than 200 feet in width; 
5. Vessels not under command; 
6. Emergency vessels displaying sequential flashing or 

rotating blue lights; or 
7. Vessels engaged in activities recognized by the Coast 

Guard displaying rotating or sequential flashing red 
and yellow lights. 
New Jersey regulations define "slow speed/no wake" 
as the speed at which a vessel moves through the 
water and is able to maintain minimum headway in 
relation to the vessel or structure being passed and 
producing the minimum wake possible. 

Regulatory buoys (including Slow Speed/No Wake buoys) 
are placed in the waterways at the beginning of each 
boating season, and removed at the end of each boating 
season. While the pilot program is not intended to be a 
cost saving measure, unnecessary buoys are costly to 
maintain, detract from the natural beauty of the bay, and 
pose a hazard to vessels navigating on the bay. 

Barnegat Bay (cont’ from pg 2) 
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When Chaos Reigns Supreme On the Water 

I 
t’s all too common. You set out for a pleasant day 
on the water and things just don’t go right. 
Seasickness rears its ugly head. The engine fails. 
You foul the prop. The list goes on. Sometimes it’s 

a matter of carelessness; sometimes it’s Mother 
Nature. Let’s have a look at some of the ways a day 
on the water can go wrong. 

1. MAN OVERBOARD —It may sound funny, but 
many man-overboard situations involve “open fly 
syndrome.” It’s the result of male boaters being thrown 
off balance when nature calls. It almost never occurs 
during rough weather, when adrenaline levels are 
increased and more attention is paid to safety. It’s 
very hard to climb back aboard a boat, sail or power. 
It’s almost impossible to clamber up the side, even 
with assistance. Grabbing the swim platform might 
sound like an obvious solution, but if there is any wave 
action, just trying to get hold of it will be a trying 
experience. In the old days, we had footman’s loops 
bolted to our outboard-hung rudder. It wasn’t an ideal 
solution, but it was something to help a swimmer get 
back aboard. The Lifesling is a great device, and there 
are ladders that can be deployed over the side. 
Whatever means you use to get someone back 
aboard, be sure to practice your man-overboard drill. 
Also, wear a PFD with a loud whistle and a light. 

2. THE ENGINE FAILS — There are a few typical 
culprits for engine failure, and one is inexcusable: You 
didn’t check the fuel level. Top off your tanks after 
using the boat and this won’t be a problem. Another 
reason is clogged filters, so be sure to condition your 
fuel. The ethanol in gas can loosen deposits that can 
clog filters, and untreated diesel can allow an algae 
farm to form in the tank, which also can clog filters. 
When I was brokering boats, one of the principals in 
the firm lost an engine on his twin-screw cruiser. 
Steering the semidisplacement boat with only one 
engine was a nightmare. Seas had evolved from flat 
calm to Force 4 conditions. What should have been a 
four-hour run became a six-hour ordeal into nighttime. 
The culprit: Water in the fuel system blew out the tip of 
one of the fuel injectors. Too bad he didn’t have sails. 

3. THE ANCHOR DRAGS — When I worked at West 
Marine, I helped a couple new to sailing fit out their 
new Beneteau 45. Much of the equipment had been 
provided with the boat, including a 25-pound CQR 
anchor. They insisted it was adequate because it had 
come with the boat. A couple of weeks later they 

came to the store with eyes the size of saucers. They 
were anchored in the Great Salt Pond on Block Island, 
R.I., when a west wind kicked up. The anchor didn’t hold. 
They should’ve let out more rode and passed a kellet or 
sentinel down to reduce the angle of the rode to the 
anchor. A different anchor, a properly sized Fortress, 
likely would have held. It hadn’t been supplied with the 
boat, so it wasn’t necessary (wink, wink). 

4. A FOULED PROP — Some years ago, a couple 
anchored their boat from the stern so the husband could 
fish. As winds and tide changed, the boat shifted and the 
rode fouled the prop. The engine wouldn’t turn over. As 
the tide came in, the stern was dragged under and the 
boat capsized. If they’d cut the rode, they would have lost 
the anchor, but that’s better than the alternative. Freeing 
a fouled prop is tricky and, if you’ve ever weaved your 
way through the lobster pots in Maine waters, I’m sure 
you’re familiar with the drill. You can try reversing the 
engine, but in my experience it almost never works. 
Otherwise, it’s over the side you go — if conditions allow. 
Of course, you can always call for assistance. Let’s hope 
your towing coverage is up to date. 

5. CAUGHT IN A SQUALL — Running into squalls is part 
and parcel of cruising. If you are prepared and exercise 
situational awareness, you should be OK. By gradually 
exposing yourself to heavier winds and seas, you’ll know 
how to handle your boat when the going gets rough. My 
butt was once saved in Force 9 conditions by an 
experienced seaman who was sailing with me. He knew 
what to do, how to do it and calmly instructed me. He 
turned a potential panic situation into a learning session 
— and that’s the key: Don’t panic. And don’t rush to do 
something that seems “good enough.” Good enough is 
never good enough on the water. Do the right thing the 
right way. That knowledge can only come from 
experience — or from someone on board who has the 
experience. 

6. THE ELECTRONICS FAIL — Your navigation 
electronics depend on the health of your boat’s electrical 
system. Water down the hatch can kill the engine and 
short out the batteries, shutting down your shipboard 
electronics. Be sure to keep paper charts and the tools to 
use them on board. It’s also a good idea to occasionally 
plot a fix from your electronics on the paper chart. A 
backup hand-held VHF and GPS can be your lifeline if the 
electronics fail, assuming that their batteries are charged. 

BY: Michael Saylor  / SOUNDINGS 
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Coast Guard sees similarities in boat hoax calls from Sandy Hook and Texas 

Curious terminology such as "taking on water" and 
"souls" was also used in both cases, officials said. 
 
"In some cases it seemed like he knew a lot about Coast 
Guard operations," Hitchen said. "In other cases, he 
used terms you wouldn’t normally hear from a mariner." 
 
In both cases, investigators said, the caller gave specific 
locations of distances — down to the 10th of a mile — 
but exhibited a lack of familiarity with the area and used 
references a boat captain wouldn’t use. The caller’s voice 
and calm tone were also similar in both cases, they said. 
 
"We’re about (garbled) miles from the channel, we have 
an on-board emergency, we are taking on water, sir," the 
caller from Houston said. 
Hitchen said the caller could be a retired, disgruntled 
member of the Coast Guard or the military. 
"We sincerely hope that it is not a member of the military, 
but we are not ruling that out," he said. "We’re not ruling 
anything out." 
 
Officials also said terrorism did not appear to be involved. 
The June hoax also does not appear related to a similar 
distress call made near Sandy Hook last year. Authorities 
have not made an arrest in last year’s incident. 
 
Coast Guard officials say that since the Sandy Hook 
hoax was uncovered, they have received roughly 100 
calls with information about the incident, 20 percent of 
which appeared legitimate. 
 
While a full-scale investigation is under way for the caller, 
officials said prosecutions are very difficult. 
From the Canadian border to Sandy Hook alone, the 
Coast Guard received 300 suspected hoax reports last 
year. The Coast Guard and other state and local 
agencies responded to more than 60 suspected hoax 
calls last year in the northern New Jersey and New York 
City region. 
Only four hoaxes in the New York region have been 
prosecuted nationwide since 2004, officials said. 
"It’s very difficult without some specific information from a 
member of the public, such as a witness on the scene," 
Hitchen said. 
The technology used to make the call is also confounding 
investigators. 
"These systems are designed to work over water," said 
Coast Guard Special Agent Michael Donnelly. "When you 
have somebody calling from land it’s not the most 
accurate system in the world." 

T 
he plot has thickened in the investigation of 
the yacht explosion hoax that triggered a 
massive search and rescue mission off the 
coast of Sandy Hook last week, but the case 

is no less murky. 
 
Authorities said Wednesday a distress call purporting 
to be made from a boat called "Blind Date" last week 
bore significant similarities to a hoax last month in 
Texas, including the caller’s voice and phrasings used 
in the two calls. 
 
While it’s not certain the same man made the two 
calls, there are "enough similarities" that the Coast 
Guard is investigating that possibility, Coast Guard 
Capt. Gregory Hitchen said. A voice expert has been 
analyzing the calls, he said. 
 
On June 11, a frenzied search and rescue mission 
was launched after the Coast Guard received a 
mayday call from a yacht 18 miles off the coast of 
Sandy Hook, reporting an explosion on board and 
several people dead and injured. Dozens of rescue 
vehicles, including helicopters and boats, and 200 
emergency personnel responded at a cost of at least 
$330,000, only to find nothing when they arrived at the 
scene. 
 
"We have 21 souls on board, 20 in the water right 
now," the caller told the Coast Guard at about 4:20 
p.m. "I have three deceased on board, nine injured 
because of the explosion," the caller said. 
During a press conference Wednesday at Coast 
Guard’s Manhattan headquarters, officials said they 
were tipped off by a reporter from Houston last week 
that the New Jersey call was strikingly similar to a May 
20 incident near Houston and Galveston, Texas. 
 
In that case, the Coast Guard searched for six people 
reported missing after a mayday call saying they were 
abandoning their sinking fishing boat in the waters off 
Galveston. Officials had no immediate estimate for the 
Galveston rescue operations, which lasted 36 hours. 
 
In both cases, the calls were made from land, the man 
used the radio frequency for the Coast Guard Traffic 
Vessel Service instead of the commonly used distress 
channel, and he described a beacon or auto-signaling 
device found on life rafts, Hitchen said. 

BY: Stephen Stirling / The Star-Ledger   
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did as Commander, our Bridge Officers, and our 
Executive Committee.  They have done, and are 
doing a fine job. Thanks also goes out to Walt 
Meissner for all the emails he is putting out to 
keep membership up to date on what is 
happening, Kelley Fahey for planning education 
classes and working on the Roster, and especially 
our members who give so much time to teach 
these classes.  Also Anthony Pisano for his hard 
work on the Totem and as our Web Master, and 
Steve Cohen for getting our Ship’s Clothing Store 
started; it is now up and running and available on 
line.  There are many more members who are 
working very hard on committees to make 
Lackawanna a better organization.  I cannot 
accomplish work as Commander without them.   

As many of you know, Honeywell is no longer 
allowing outside groups to use their learning 
center.  We have had the privilege of being able 
to teach our classes there for many years and 
have enjoyed the upscale classrooms.  Now, 
however, we are forced to find a new place or 
places to do our teaching.  While there have been 
some suggestions, we have not yet found a place 
we can use.  I am asking each one of you to look 
around your town and ask if they might a have a 
place for us to teach.  It could be a church, library, 
community center, a business, or any place that 
has a room we can use.  Please, we need all of 
you to help us on this.  With many of you helping, 
we should find a facility soon. 

Classes and seminars are being planned for the 
fall.  Your input on which classes and seminars 
would be of interest to you or your friends is 
important.    America’s Boating Class, currently 
being taught at the Montville Library, is just 
finishing and another is being planned there in the 
fall. 

Fire Extinguisher training was canceled by the 
Fire Academy because of the extreme heat.  It 
will be rescheduled for early fall.  If you couldn’t 
make that date, you still have time to attend the 
rescheduled class.  In July we will have Sail 
Power North.  Brian Rogers has been working 
hard planning it and you will be receiving 
information shortly.  District 4 is hosting a 
rendezvous at Haverstraw Marina July 27th to 
30th.  Come by car, come for the day, come by 
boat and plan to stay, and tell Steve Cohen 
that you’ll be coming.  The Poster Contest, 
sponsored by National, is open to all 6 to 14 
year olds and will be judged at our September 
Clam Bake at the Shore Acres Club in Brick.  
We are looking for many posters.  There is a 
monetary prize in all three age groups.  In 
between these events, let’s meet by boat in a 
Barneget Bay cove or Tices Shoal this 
summer.  There is also the Sandy Hook area 
for boaters in that area, and other points North 
and East for boaters in those areas.  Just let’s 
get together.  In October there is a Fall Meeting 
with a guest speaker which is always 
interesting.  And last but not least, let’s not 
forget to get a Vessel Safety Check.  
Examiners are there to do them.  Just let us 
know. 

To all our friends and Lackawanna family, Rich 
and I wish you a fun filled summer, with safe 
boating with family and friends.  By the way, 
don’t forget to mention our classes, seminars 
and meetings and urge them to join USPS.  
We will help them be better and safer boaters. 

Enjoy your summer! 

Message from the Commander (cont’) 
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T 
he Poster Contest was started by 
“Woody” Boarman of Vero Beach Sail 
and Power Squadron in the hopes that 
this would further youth appreciation of 

the water and how safe boating is fun boating.  
This year’s 
theme is “Let’s 
Boat Safe and 
Clean”. 
 
This will be the 
second year that 
Lackawanna will 
enter the Nation-
al Safe Boating 
Poster Contest.  
We started last 
summer at the 
Shore Acres Club.  Lackawanna had winners in 
the 6- 8 and 9-11 yr old categories.  We took 
them to District, and won in those categories.  
They went to National in January.  This year we 
will participate again and we will do a darn good 
job.  We will continue to be a Squadron of doers.   
 
This is the 15th year the Safe Boating Poster 
Contest will be run by National and only the se-
cond time for Lackawanna and only the second 
or third time for District.  I really want to see 
Lackawanna participate with many more entries 
this year.  There are three age categories; 6-8, 9-
11, and 12-14 years.   Children don’t have to be 
in a group to participate.  So this summer, when it 
is raining or the kids are just bored, have them do 
a poster.  They can work on it all summer.  En-
tries are on poster paper 15 x 20 or 14 x 22 verti-
cal or horizontal in orientation. (You can get light 
weight poster board from the Dollar store and you 
should be able to cut it in half.)  Children can 
sketch the design lightly with a pencil, but the end 
result must be a color poster.  No cartoon charac-
ters, professional illustrations, photos, copyright-
ed material or computer generated art may be 
used.  They must do the work themselves. There 
are nice monetary prizes at Squadron, District, 
and National levels.  So all you parents and 

grandparents out there, have the kids do posters.   
They will be judged at the Fall Sail Power South 
Clam Bake.  If you have an entry, you will be asked 
to abstain from judging.  One poster in each age 
group will be entered at the District Fall Conference.  
The winners will be taken to National for Final Judg-
ing.   Only about twelve districts entered posters at 
National.  For more information go to the National 
Website under Youth and then click Poster Contest 
or get in touch with Elaine Pfaff if you need more 
help. 
 
Commander Elaine Pfaff will be chairing Youth Activ-
ities and the Poster Contest for District this coming 
year.   Lackawanna must support our youth.  They, 
with our help, will be the future of Lackawanna.  So 
let’s get the kids going, and in doing so, let’s get 
them more interested in safe boating and USPS. 

Ship's Store Going Online  

BY: P/C Steve Cohen  

I 
'm happy to announce that the much anticipated "on-
line" ship's store is now available.  You can reach our 
online store from the Lackawanna Sail & Power 
Squadron home page under "ship's store" or click the 

following link.... http://commodoreuniform.com/stores/
lackawannaps/index.html 

The store has a nice mix of items for both men and 
women.  Select the item you desire, quantity, size if 
applicable, and then select "add to cart".  You'll be able to 
review your purchase(s) and then select "go to 
checkout".  You'll be asked if the order is being shipped 
to Massachusetts and then asked to select "order by 
credit card online".  After selecting, the shopping cart will 
appear listing item(s) selected and an additional fee for 
shipping.  Enter your billing and shipping information and 
then "submit your order".  It's that simple.  Please allow 
one week from the time the order is place.  If any items 
on your order are "out of stock", you'll receive an email 
from Commodore to let you know. 

Please let me know how you like the "store"....and happy 
shopping! 

Boarman Youth Poster Contest 

BY: Cdr Elaine Pfaff, AP  
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And the sodium is definitely lower than in any 
canned meat I've seen. 
If you have a freezer or refrigerator on board, you 
can just remove the outer packaging and toss the 
meat in. That saves a lot of space. 
 
If you don't have a refrigerator or freezer on the boat, 
I'll give some basic tips but you'll have to use your 
own judgment as every situation is different. Be sure, 
though, to cook the meat to the FDA recommended 
temperature to kill any bacteria that might be 
present. And if you're ever in doubt about meat being 
good, err on the side of caution and don't eat it! 
 
Either way, don't take the meat out of the vacuum 
seal pouch until you're ready to cook it. 
 
The FDA states that unopened commercially vacuum
-sealed pouches of meat can be kept unfrozen for up 
to two weeks if constantly kept below 40° F. If you 
have a good cooler and plenty of ice, you can tuck 
the vacuum-sealed pouches right into the ice just as 
is and they'll stay below 40° F. for several days, until 
the ice melts too much. The little brochure that 
comes with Omaha Steaks (which also commercially 
vacuum seals their meat before shipping) states that 
"as long as the meat is cool to the touch, you may 
cook or refreeze it with confidence." 
 
Even better - if you don't live aboard full time and are 
heading out for a few days - freeze the pouches at 
home before putting them in the cooler or ice box 
and again, tuck them right down into the ice. If you 
use block ice, there's usually a gap between blocks 
or between the block and the side of the cooler 
where you can put the meat. Remember that the 
coldest area of a cooler or ice box is at the bottom 
(heat rises, cold falls), so keep the meat as low as 
possible. Because it's vacuum-sealed, you don't 
have to worry if it sits in the cooler water (unless, of 
course, a pouch gets punctured). 
 
Tucking frozen meat down in the ice, I've had meat 
stay frozen for 4 days - in fact, I had to cook it from 
frozen as I had expected it to have thawed by then 
and was rather surprised when I discovered it wasn't! 
Depending on your cooler and how often you can get 
ice, as well as the outside temperature, you could 

W 
OW. Talk about a galley dream 
come true! My local grocery has just 
recently started carrying a HUGE 
selection of commercially vacuum-

sealed meat and fish. 
 
It used to be that you could only find 
commercially vacuum-sealed meats at specialty 
butchers or places like Omaha Steaks. Nice, but 
expensive. But in the past few weeks, my Wal-
mart Supercenter (the "big" grocery store in 
town) suddenly has a huge selection - and at 
"normal" prices! (Bacon and hot dogs have been 
available for years, and have long been a staple 
for weekend boaters and campers.) 
 
These are fantastic in the galley, whether or not 
you have refrigeration. Yes, even if you just use a 
cooler, you can have fresh meat. Well, at least 
while you have ice. Depending on the outside 
temperature, your cooler or ice box and the 
availability of ice, you could conceivably have 
fresh meat for 2 to 4 days, possibly even longer. 
 
Note that I'm talking about vacuum-sealed meats 
that were commercially packed that way. Meats 
that are home-sealed are not processed the 
same way and this article doesn't apply to them. 
Many of the same benefits apply whether or not 
you have refrigeration: 
 
There's almost no excess packaging and 
generally no bones. You don't have to 
repackage, saving time, hassle and the cost of 
additional bags... not to mention trash!  
Single-serving portions make it easy to take out 
just what you need for a meal. For example, 
while chicken breasts are packaged three or six 
together, each one is separately vacuum-sealed 
(as seen in the photo at the top of the article). 
Ditto for steak, pork chops and fish fillets.  
Brands may differ, but the vacuum-sealed meats 
at my store don't have any preservatives. And the 
chicken does not have that "up to 15% brine 
added," making the sodium levels much lower. 

Boat Galley: Vacuum-Sealed Meats 
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W 
hen someone says, "let's take a 
meeting!", it should make you reach 
for your e.diary!  If they say it on the 
water, do as Nancy Reagan once 

advised - Just say NO! 
 
As you've read here, there are only three 
conditions of vessels meeting on the waters - 
head-on, crossing or overtaking situations. The 
Rules govern how the skippers are to interact 
with each other through helm control and sound 
(or radio) signals. This is about overtaking 
another vessel - which puts you just about as low 
on the priority totem pole as there is... 
 
Rule 13 - Overtaking 
Bottom line, if you are overtaking another vessel, 
you are the give-way vessel. How do you know 
that you are overtaking the vessel and not 
crossing her path? Well, there are three ways - 
with the 3rd always winning out... 
At night, you can see a white light and no red or 
green side lights. The white light is either an 
anchor light or it is the stern light. There is an 
angle of arc (135-degrees) that sweeps like the 
wings of a jet plane from one side of the vessel 
around to the stern and back to the 
corresponding point on the opposite side of the 
boat within which, by regulation, you must only 
be able see the stern light. You are overtaking 
that vessel.  
1. During the day, if at a distance you see an 
uninterrupted wake from one side of the boat to 
the other, you are overtaking her. If you see a 
break in the middle of the wake, you are not - 
she's heading right at you.  
2. When in doubt, assume you are the 
overtaking vessel and act accordingly. Even a 
sailboat is the give-way boat to a power driven 
vessel - if it is overtaking you. (Ever drift fish at 1 
or 2 knots and have a sail boat under sail go by 
you at 4 knots...?) 
If you want to pass a boat in a "narrow channel", 
you must get permission first. Imagine you took 
the boat into New York to give the family the rare 
treat of a circumnavigation of Manhattan. You've 

Overtaking, a Meeting 
gone up the Hudson, down the Harlem River, passed 
the Hell Gate to port and are now running down the 
East River. You are almost under the United Nations 
with its post-9/11 security zone. You want to pass a 
slower moving tour boat - but the combination of 
Roosevelt Island to port, the security zone to 
starboard and the USCG Fast Boat with the 50-
caliber on the bow is making a mighty river look very 
small... So, what do you do? 
 
Get on the radio (see VHF Basics: Sounding Smart 
on the Radio) and hail the vessel ahead. Try channel 
13 (bridge-to-bridge) and, if that fails, she is certainly 
on 16. If you can see her name on the transom, hail 
her by name. "Motor Vessel 'New York Tours', this is 
the motor vessel 'Charlie' on your stern." Repeat it 
one or two more times and wait a moment. "'Charlie', 
this is 'New York Tours.' Pass your traffic, skipper" 
might come right back. "'New York Tours', this is 
'Charlie.' Skipper, I'd like to pass you on 'one 
whistle.'" "Roger that, skipper. I will 'come left' a bit to 
give you some room." 
 
What was that all about? Well, a couple of things 
passed there. Under The Rules, you can only 
propose a maneuver. The counter-vessel must 
approve it. Before radio, you would have proposed 
that exchange by giving either one short blast on 
your whistle ("I would like to pass you on your 
starboard side") or two short blasts ("I would like to 
pass you on your port side"). The opposing skipper 
would return the same whistle signal to signal 
agreement - or return 5 or more short blasts to 
indicate that he can see something dangerous 
ahead. These days, you say the words rather than 
blast the whistle. I added in the example above that 
the vessel ahead would move a little to port (come 
left) to emphasis the point - one whistle, skipper...  
 
Lastly, you cannot turn it into a stand-on crossing 
situation by speeding ahead, turning to port and then 
cutting across the over-taken vessel's starboard bow. 
You must be so far ahead when you make that turn 
to port that there is no question... 
 
No one said getting ahead was easy...!  

BY: Vincent Pica, USCGA  
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W 
ork has begun on the massive operation to 
salvage the capsized cruise ship Costa Con-
cordia which sank off the island of Giglio in 
January this year. 

 

A work platform has been erected alongside the wreck, 
and workmen, who have already removed the liner's radar, 
expect to remove its massive yellow funnel in the next few 
weeks. 
 
Large tanks will later be welded to the upturned side of the 
vessel and their weight, when filled with water, will assist 
two huge cranes to pull the ship upright. Once temporary 
patches have been put in place over the gash in the hull, 
further tanks will be welded to the other side of Costa Con-
cordia, and high pressure air will be used to raise the ves-
sel from the seabed. 
 
The whole operation will take around a year to complete 
and will cost more than £300 million to complete. The rock 
which sank the ship will also be raised and taken ashore to 
become a permanent memorial to the 32 people who lost 
their lives in the accident.  

Costa Concordia salvage begins 

A 
 drunken boatowner asked his friend to take 
the controls of his Ski Nautique, only to then 
find his boat ‘parked' on a large pontoon on 
Lake Worthersee, Austria. 

 
An eye-
witness 
said 
that 
they 
saw the 
boat fly 
up the 
steps 
leading 
from 
the wa-
ter to 
the pier, where its propeller carried on chewing up the 
decking until the engine stalled. 
 
By the time the police arrived, the friend, who has not 
been named for legal reasons, had left the scene. 
 
Police spokesman Thomas Bauer, said, 
"Unfortunately his friend had never operated a boat 
and had no licence to pilot one, which is an offence. 
 
"He could have hit another vessel or a late-night 
swimmer, he is also guilty of fleeing the scene of a 
maritime accident, speeding with a motorboat and the 
fact that we also have no evidence that he had not 
been drinking." 
 
The boat's owner, Markus Maier, 43, was interviewed 
after the incident and informed that his insurance will 
not pay for the damage to the boat or pier, and that he 
will be receiving the bill.  

First-time skipper lands boat on pontoon 
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Calendar 

Sat. July 21  Sail Power North  Liberty State Park 

Mon. Aug. 20 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Sat. Sept. 8 Fall Clam Bake - S/P Day South Shore Acers Club 

Mon. Sept. 17 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Mon. Oct. 15 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Sat. Nov. 3 District 4 Fall Conference  TBA 

Mon. Nov. 19 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Fri. Oct. 12 Fall Membership Meeting  New Vernon Fire HQ 



Lackawanna Sail and PowerLackawanna Sail and PowerLackawanna Sail and Power   SquadronSquadronSquadron   

Hudson River RaftHudson River RaftHudson River Raft---up 2012up 2012up 2012 
You don’t even need a boat! All members, their families and friends are welcome 

to join us for a Raft-up with spectacular views of Manhattan and the Statue of 
Liberty, followed by food and drink at the Liberty Landing Marina. 

Saturday, July 21, 2012Saturday, July 21, 2012Saturday, July 21, 2012 (rain date July 22) 
Raft-up 11:00am – 3:00pm 

Food/Drinks 4:00pm – 6:00pm 
RaftRaftRaft---up Infoup Infoup Info   
Coordinates: L: 40°.69N Lo: -074°06W  
(right near Liberty State Park boat ramp) 
Time:  11:00am – 3:00pm 
VHS Channel Use channel 71 for communications 
PFDs required for children under 13 
 
Food/DrinksFood/DrinksFood/Drinks   
4:00pm – 6:00pm 
Maritime Parc – Liberty Landing Marina 
84 Audrey Zapp Drive, Jersey City · 201-413-0050 · (maritimeparc.com) 
Reserved seating on outdoor terrace  
Reservations are mandatory.  Please contact Brian Rogers to reserve your 
spot.  Meals will be the responsibility of the attendee.  
 
Come by Land or SeaCome by Land or SeaCome by Land or Sea   
By Land:  Meet us at Liberty Landing Marina at 10:30 by the Maritime Parc 
restaurant. We will transport you out to raft-up. Bring your own beverages, 
snacks, sun protection and boat shoes. 
Trailering your boat:  Boat launch available close by at Liberty State Park, $11 
daily. (Libertystatepark.org) 
Transient slips for overnight stay: $3.60 ft., Full service – call marina to book, 
mention LSPS event, 201-985-8000. 
Ferry services available to NYC, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Lots to see if 
you are staying over. 
 
Questions?Questions?Questions?   Call Call Call 908 429-9197... Please call if you are willing to take on crew or 
want to crew. Call Friday night if inclement weather is forecast.  Please call 973 
768-3104 or 973 714-9900 day of the event for pickup and questions. 



===============Please register by July 16 ================= 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 

 
Number in party___________ 
  

Phone_________________________ 

 

My party is coming:  

By Boat_______ By Car______ 

(If by boat) I need or am willing to take on crew:  

Yes_______   No________ 

 

Please choose: 

Raft-up Only ______ (bring your own refreshments) 

Dinner Reservation Only ___________ 

Raft-up & Dinner Reservation ___________ 

  

Mail to: Brian Rogers · 52 Northwood Ave., Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

brian.rogers@lackawanna.org 


