
 Totem 

A 
s I prepare to become a 
―past commander‖, I want to 
thank members of the 
bridge, executive 

committee, committee heads and 
chairmen who contributed their time 
and expertise to make this a 
wonderful year for me.  

I remember fondly all of the events, 
meetings and activities that we held.  
Did you have a Vessel Safety Check 
from one of our fine examiners?  Do 
you remember our Sail/Power Day in 
the Highlands?  Or how about the 
Clambake at the Shore Acres Club?  
Did you attend the fire extinguisher 
training at the Morris County Fire & 
Police Academy?  Do you remember 
Mr & Mrs Claus stopping by our 
Holiday Party or the talk on 
―Navigation through the Ages‖ at 
Founder‘s Day?  Did you attend the 
Spring Membership Meeting and 
purchase any items at a super 
discount? 

In addition to our own squadron events, 
many LSPS members attended District 4 
activities like the City Island and Atlantic 
City Rendezvous‘, and the Fall and 
Spring Conferences.  Just recently, I 
attended the Memorial Service honoring 
our departed members – P/R/C Howard 
B. Johnson, SN, D/Lt Herbert M. Groce, 
P, and Bert W. Gay, AP.    

We also celebrated the 50th Anniversary 
of P/C/C Ray Finley, MM and 25th 
Anniversary of P/C Rich Pfaff, JN.  And 
let‘s not forget the six members who 
achieved Senior Navigator this bridge 
year – P/C Dick Aiken, P/C Artie Epstein, 
P/C Kelley Fahey, Lt/C Kevin Wanner, Lt 
Dennis O‘Brien and Lt Carl Smith.   

Kudos to P/C Anthony Pisano for 
garnering the Distinction in Journalism 
Award for the Totem and Distinctive 
Communicator Award for our website.  
Additionally, thanks to all the 31 
members who achieved merit marks this 
past year. 

Cdr Steve Cohen, JN 

The 

A publication of the Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Message from the Commander 

Change of Watch 

Sunday, May 1, 2011 1:00pm - 5:00pm 

The Olde Mill Inn and Grain House Restaurant 

Hunt Room & Pub 

225 Route 202 (Morristown Road I-287, Exit 30B), Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

$65.00 per person (cash bar) 
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Spring 2011 Seminars 
Held at the Montville Senior Center 

 356 Route 202, Montville, NJ 
 

Partner in Command  04/20 

Boating on Rivers, Lakes, and Locks 04/27 

Onboard Weather Forecasting 05/04 

Marine Radar 05/11 

If you or any family members or friends are 
interested in taking any of these courses please 

contact 

education@lackawanna.org 

or 

973 635-7576 

Education Corner 
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I would be remiss if I didn‘t thank the membership 
for your participation and commitment to 
Lackawanna.  I know that the squadron is in good 
hands with the new slate of officers.  Please 
continue to support the bridge and our squadron. 

 

I have truly enjoyed the journey.  I hope you have 
had as much fun as I have. 

S 
ail / Power Day 2011.  Please block out 
your calendar for Saturday, July 30th and 
help us think about new possibilities. 
  

To make our annual summer get together something 
special, we are beginning the planning process now 
and would like to hear any suggestions you have to 
make this an event not to miss.   
  
I would like to gauge how many folks might consider 
joining us this year, and if you're not interest in the 
raft up, is there something specific that we might 
consider to entice you to participate? 
  
I would appreciate you dropping me an e-mail and 
sharing your thoughts and your level of interest. 
  
My e-mail is: dennis.obrien@lackawanna.org  

Commander’s Message (con’t) 

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 
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S/P Day North 2011 

Dennis O'Brien, SN 

S/P Day 2005 
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The squadron has a new phone number 

973 944-0837 

Please support the LSPS Roster 

Boosters and ads coming soon! 

Do you have an outstanding maritime 

photo?   

We would love to make it the front cover of the 
roster.  Please email to webmaster@lackawanna.org  

(high quality digital photos only please) 

Fire Extinguisher Training  

June 15, 2011  6:30PM (see flier) 

Announcements 

Spring 2011 

2011 Vessel Examiners 

F 
or those interested in nautical things, the 
Museum of Early Trades & Crafts in Madi-
son is offering an exhibit of ―Mariners, Mer-
chants & Pirates‖.   

 

This exhibit will explore early American seafaring 
techniques, tools and methods.  Visitors can learn of 
the nautical navigation systems of the time and see 
a wide variety of artifacts on display that were used 
in the direction- finding process.  There will be the 
opportunity to learn more about pirates and priva-
teers in New Jersey along with the early effort to es-
tablish a major port at Perth Amboy.  Also infor-
mation in the exhibit shows the goods and resources 
that were shipped from New Jersey.  There are 
some hands-on elements in the exhibit.  This show 
will continue through September 4, 2011 and there 
will be some unique and interesting programs during 
the run of the exhibit.   

 

Museum admission is $5; $3 for seniors, students 
and children.  There is a family maximum admission 
of $13.  The museum is open from 10am to 4pm 
Tuesdays through Saturdays and noon to 5 on Sun-
days.  It is closed on Mondays and major holidays 
and also closed on Sundays during July and August.  
For more information call 973-377-2982, ext. 10 or 
go to www.metc.org.   

Early American Maritime Life 

V
e
s

s
e
l 

E
x

a
m

in
e

r 
A

re
a

s
 o

f 
O

p
e
ra

ti
o

n
 

A
v

a
il

a
b

il
it

y
 

C
o

n
ta

c
t 

K
e
n

 H
e
ll

e
r 

(V
S

C
 C

h
a
ir

m
a

n
) 

S
to

n
y
 P

o
in

t,
 N

Y
 

M
o
rr

is
 C

o
u
n
ty

 
B

y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-5
3
7

-7
9
0
2

 
K

e
n

n
e
th

.H
e

lle
r@

L
a
c
k
a
w

n
n

a
.o

rg
 

B
o
b
 F

a
h
e

y
 

C
e
d
a
r 

C
re

e
k
 S

a
ili

n
g
 C

e
n
te

r 
1
0
0
 H

a
rb

o
r 

In
n
 R

d
. 

B
a

y
v
ill

e
, 

N
J
 0

8
7
2
1

 

S
u
n

d
a

y
 J

u
n

e
 1

2
th

, 
2
0
1

1
  

o
n
ly

 
9
7
3

-5
8
5

-4
1
0
8

 
ro

b
e
rt

.f
a
h
e

y
@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n
n
a

.o
rg

 

G
re

g
 K

n
o
f 

S
h
o
re

 A
c
re

s
, 
N

J
 

B
y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-3
3
5

-7
9
6
0

 

J
a

y
 L

ip
p

e
r 

S
to

n
y
 P

o
in

t,
 N

Y
 

M
o
rr

is
 C

o
u
n
ty

 
B

y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-3
9
8

-7
1
5
1

 
ja

y
.l
ip

p
e
r@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n
n
a
.o

rg
 

W
a
lt
 M

e
is

s
n
e
r 

M
o
rr

is
 C

o
u
n
ty

 
B

y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3
 2

9
2

-0
3
4
7

 
w

a
lt
e
r.

m
e
is

s
n
e
r@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n

n
a
.o

rg
 

E
la

in
e
 P

fa
ff

 
S

h
o
re

 A
c
re

s
, 
N

J
 

B
y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-3
3
4

-6
9
1
0

 
e
la

in
e

.p
fa

ff
@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n
n
a

.o
rg

 

R
ic

h
 P

fa
ff

 
S

h
o
re

 A
c
re

s
, 
N

J
 

B
y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-3
3
4

-6
9
1
0

 
ri
c
h
a
rd

.p
fa

ff
@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n
n

a
.o

rg
 

K
e

v
in

 W
a
n
n
e
r 

E
s
s
e
x
 a

n
d
 H

u
d
s
o

n
 C

o
u
n
ti
e

s
 

B
y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-7
6
1

-5
7
3
3

 
k
e
v
in

.w
a

n
n
e
r@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n
n

a
.o

rg
 

S
te

v
e
 W

e
in

e
rm

a
n
 

H
a
v
e
rs

tr
a
w

 M
a
ri

n
a

 
B

y
 A

p
p
o

in
tm

e
n
t 

9
7
3

-6
4
4

-3
2
3
0

 
s
te

v
e

n
.w

e
in

e
rm

a
n
@

la
c
k
a
w

a
n
n
a

.o
rg

 

mailto:webmaster@lackawanna.org
http://www.metc.org


Totem Page 4 

Industry Scuttlebutt 

Boat/US  Gets Smart Phone App 

S 
ince I love all things iPhone, I was 
intrigued by the announcement of a new 
Smartphone app released by BoatUS 
(it‘s available for Android users as well). 

The new app is designed to make calling for a 
tow or reporting an emergency easier. So I 
downloaded the app to check it out. 

 

The app downloads quickly. To get started, you 
must accept a service agreement and then fill out 
some information, including your Member # (if 
you have one), name, phone, and email as well 
as an emergency contact‘s name, phone, and 
email. Filling out the information was easy 
enough, although I was wary of how the phone 
and email information would be used beyond an 
emergency situation. Unfortunately, there was 
nothing in the service agreement that stated how 
this data would be used. 

 

Once the settings have been entered, the app 
uses your phone‘s GPS to grab and display your 
latitude and longitude at the top of the screen. 
This could be useful if you need to relay it over 
VHF, as your phone‘s GPS works even if you are 
out of cell range. You can also see your location 
on Google Maps. Now, boats equipped with GPS 
and chartplotters already have this information, 
but it‘s a fun feature, and useful for those without 
the additional equipment on board. 

 

The app also allows you to email or text your 
location and a link to your position on Google 
Maps. When you choose to send an email or text, 
it automatically includes the email address / 
phone number of you and your emergency 
contact in the ―send‖ field, and then you can add 
in other recipients as needed. Again, more of a 
fun feature than a useful one, but it might come in 
handy. 

 

The real purpose of this app is to simplify calling 
BoatUS for a tow. When you click on ―Call now for 

a tow,‖ the app dials a Boat US representative and 
automatically conveys your name, boat information, 
and location to the operator. 

The operator then matches your location to that of 
the nearest BoatUS towboat captain (or an 
independent tow operator if there‘s not a Boat/US 
boat nearby), calls the towboat captain, and 
conferences the two of your together to arrange for 
service. 

 

So the app basically makes calling BoatUS for a tow 
a one-stop process. Nice. Is it a killer, can‘t-leave-
home-without it app? No. But here‘s the thing – it‘s 
free. So why not download it and make a breakdown 
or emergency situation just a little bit easier. 

More info from BoatUS here: http://www.boatus.com/
towing/app.asp. 

HMS Invincible is Destined for the 

Scrapheap 

T 
urkish shipbreakers have bought the aircraft 
carrier HMS Invincible and plan to take her 
to Aliaga where she will be dismantled. 

The 32-year-old HMS Invincible is to be 
towed from Portsmouth before the end of March on 
her final voyage to the Aegean where she will be 
dismantled at Aliaga, near Izmir, in Turkey. 

Invincible played a pivotal role in the Falklands War 
and was finally retired by the Royal Navy in 
September 2010 after spending the previous five 
years in reserve.  

During the Falklands War, Sea Harrier aircraft 
operating from HMS Invincible and the aircraft carrier 
Hermes bore the brunt of the Task Force's defence 
against Argentine aircraft in the South Atlantic. Both 
ships were considered top priority targets and, had 
either been sunk, it would have made the recapture 
of the islands impossible.  

It will take around eight months to reduce Invincible 
from a once proud ship to 17,000 tons of 
components and scrap metal. 

http://www.boatus.com/towing/app.asp
http://www.boatus.com/towing/app.asp
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Founders Day & D-4 Meeting 

Communications, Collaboration, Directory, 

Identity Access, Management & Governance 

Google Apps 
973-761-5734 

www.trenchantconsulting.com 

Kevin Wanner  

wanner@trenchantconsulting.com 

http://www.trenchantconsulting.com
mailto:wanner@trenchantconsulting.com


A 
fter a four-year slump in the recreational 
boating industry, with record numbers of 
liquidations and bank repossessions, every-
one - marina owners, boat builders, marine 

insurers - had been predicting that this summer 
would be a winner. Until recently. 

"It was looking really good . . . and then it all just 
stopped," said Roseanne Ciano, a senior account 
manager at the Boat Safe Insurance Agency in Brick 
Township, N.J., which specializes in watercraft pro-
tection. 

The spike in gasoline prices due to unrest in the Mid-
dle East has vacation industry watchers wondering 
about the effect on the summer season at the Jersey 
Shore. 

Some say travelers will opt for vacations close to 
home and mob the Shore; others predict that even if 
they come, they might not spend much money. 

New Jersey's marine industry employs about 18,000 
people, and sales of boats generated about $225 
million in the state in 2009, the latest year for which 
statistics are available - a 24 percent decline from 
the previous year, according to the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association. About 130 marinas oper-
ate in Atlantic, Cape May, and Ocean Counties. 

Early this year, while heavy snows were still blanket-
ing the country, boat owners and would-be buyers 
were busy: Orders for vessels at boat shows from 
Boston to Miami were up 20 percent to 30 percent 
over last year, marina owners up and down the Jer-
sey Shore were being shaken out of their winter hi-
bernations early to book slips for eager boaters, and 
phones were ringing off the hook at insurance offices 
with boaters wanting to renew or start policies. 

But as gas has inched toward $4 a gallon, the calls 
have slowed, Ciano and others said. 

"People were feeling a little sick and tired of not put-
ting their boat in the water for a few years and had 
decided to economize in other ways and were going 

to go for it," Ciano said. "Now they seem to be 
putting on the brakes again." 

Todd Scarborough, a principal owner in Harbour 
Cove Marina in Somers Point, N.J. - one of the 
largest boat storage and launching facilities in the 
state - said bookings for his property's 410 slips 
were up about 10 percent from a year ago. 

That motivated him to join a neighboring boat bro-
kerage, Jersey Marine, and offer a soup-to-nuts 
approach, from purchase to docking, in one facili-
ty this season, Scarborough said. 

He and Jersey Marine's Andy Eget said they were 
concentrating on used-boat sales, which are ac-
counting for more than 80 percent of purchases 
since manufacturers built fewer boats during the 
2008-10 industry slump. 

"Customers want a full-service yacht brokerage 
when they are purchasing this type of a boat," 
Eget said. "They want the white-glove treatment. 
They want to know they can get everything from 
the toilet seat to the prop in one place." 

Boaters may still be willing to spend money on 
their favorite pastime, Eget said, but they are 
looking to economize in other ways because of 
high fuel costs. 

"There are some people who put their boat in the 
water and never leave the dock, or maybe only 
take it out only once or twice in a season. Then 
there are the hard-core sportfishermen who will 
pool their resources, taking fewer trips with more 
guys on the boat," Scarborough said. 

On the other end of the spectrum is the 20-slip 
Toni G's Marina in Barnegat, N.J., where just 
about all spaces are rented this season after a 
few were left empty last year, owner Toni Gleason 
said. 

The marina caters to everything from 42-foot luxu-
ry yachts to folks who just want to buy bait to crab 
on the municipal dock, said Gleason, 50, who has 
operated the marina since 

Totem Page 6 

Surging Fuel Prices Worry N.J. Boating Industry 

Jacqueline L. Urgo , Philly.com 

Cont‘ on page 9 
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I 
t's hard to imagine trying to conduct a rescue under 
much worse conditions. Hurricane-force winds, 
gusting to 100 knots. Temperatures a nail-popping 
minus 20 F. Snow falling in heavy, swirling curtains. 

Seas running to 12 feet. Freezing spray. A January 
darkness nearly impenetrable, even with powerful 
searchlights. 

Summoned into this maelstrom by an EPIRB signal 
from a stricken fishing boat, a 75-foot Canadian Coast 
Guard cutter steams down Grenville Channel in 
northern British Columbia, icing up as she threads her 
way through the storm, navigating by radar, plotter and 
compass. 

"Zero visibility," recalls Les Palmer, the first officer 
aboard the Point Henry that night. "It was a blinding 
snowstorm. It wasn't a good scene." Ice even built up 
on the inside of the pilothouse windows. 

Palmer understood as well as anyone the dangers 
faced by victim and rescuer alike. He is an experienced 
rescue specialist and outdoorsman who knows the 
water and the woods. He cut his teeth working for his 
father, who ran a small marine towing company; they 
felled trees, towed log booms, fished commercially. "I 
grew up in the bush," he says. 

As the Point Henry worked her way south from Prince 
Rupert toward the site of the distress call, the rescue 
crew passed a northbound freighter, which reported 
seeing a small flickering light on a rocky beach on Pitt 
Island. That sighting may well have saved the 
fishermen's lives. 

"Them fellows wouldn't have made it to daylight," 
Palmer says. 

When the Point Henry got to the spot where the light 
had been reported, the ship moved to within about 300 
feet of the beach. The Coast Guardsmen trained 
powerful spotlights on the shore but couldn't penetrate 
the snow and darkness. The crew also shot off rocket 
flares to illuminate the beach, but again all they saw 
was snow. 

Huddled in a torn, partially inflated life raft held down by 
logs, one of the fishermen spotted the flares. And in a 
break between snow squalls the rescuers caught a 
glimpse of the tiny flash of a strobe held by a desperate 
man on an icy, surf-blasted shore. 

Spotting the light was a stroke of good fortune. 
Reaching the fishermen before they froze to death 
would be something else. The surf on the beach where 
the victims were hunkered down was running 8 to 12 

feet, and the wind was right on the shore. Attempting to 
land men there was tantamount to suicide. 

Through local knowledge, Palmer knew that in a small pass 
about a half-mile to the south the cutter would find enough 
of a lee to be able to launch an inflatable. Palmer, who was 
43 at the time and in good shape, volunteered to be 
dropped along a section of coastline where the surf was 
smaller. He was dressed in a Mustang suit, fleece long 
johns, insulated gloves and boots, and two balaclavas. 

The hour-long half-mile trek to the fishermen across the 
frozen otherworldly shore was full of pitfalls. The beach was 
iced up with freezing, blowing spray, which coated Palmer, 
making it difficult for him to see. Palmer decided to try to 
make his way through the bush, about 50 feet off the 
beach, to avoid the worst of the ice and wind. 

Back in there, however, the snow was 3 feet deep, and the 
tops of trees began breaking off and falling to the ground. 
Palmer retreated to the edge of the tree line and was forced 
at times to crawl on his belly. When he worked his way to 
his feet, the wind more than once literally blew him over. 

Exhausted, sweating profusely and with his heart pounding, 
he crawled behind a sweeper log to rest for a moment. "I 
closed my eyes, and my freaking eyes froze shut," he 
recalls. "The old panic button went off. I said, 'What are you 
doing here?' " 

Eventually, Palmer reached the two fishermen, whose boat, 
Larissa, had earlier that day iced up and been knocked on 
her beam ends by a powerful katabatic burst. Their story of 
making it to shore and surviving until Palmer reached them 
could easily fill a column. 

And Palmer's story doesn't end here, either. Under extreme 
conditions he was able to retrieve a waterproof medical bag 
fastened to a lighted life ring and tossed into the storm from 
the cutter. Talk about luck. Without the survival suit and 
heat packs inside, the hypothermic, semiconscious fishing 
captain probably would have perished. 

The rescue took place almost seven years ago (I heard of it 
only recently), but the heroism that Palmer and his 
shipmates demonstrated and the resolve the fishermen 
showed make the story timeless. For his bravery that night 
Palmer was awarded Canada's prestigious Cross of Valour, 
one of only 20 given since the honor was created in 1972. 

He's modest about the recognition. "It's not just me," says 
Palmer, who is 50 and still serving on the Point Henry. "It's 
the whole crew." 

The captain of the fishing boat gave his daughter "Palmer" 
as a middle name; I got the sense that the gesture meant 
as much to the rescuer as anything. 

"It's a good feeling," Palmer says, "knowing that that fellow 
continues on and started a family." 

Heroism Shines Through In the Worst Conditions 

William Sisson  



edgeable where you can get good feedback and 
good answers is the number one mistake. 

It doesn‘t cost anything to get good advice. If buyers 
come to a knowledgeable person who‘s willing to in-
vest the time, it will help them. A good broker will lis-
ten to the customer‘s needs and then try to help by 
providing brands, price ranges, and types of boats 
that will work for them.‖ 

  

2) Relying Too Much on the Test Sail 

Many experts would consider it sacrilege to buy a 
boat without a test sail. But oftentimes, boat buyers 
get to that point only after putting their deposit down. 
For the on-the-water survey, you‘re reliant on the 
conditions at the time, and the boat may not be set 
up properly or there may not enough crew on board. 

If you are planning on relying a test sail, make sure 
you have clear goals. They shouldn‘t be about boat 
speed or specific numbers. Even getting a feel for a 
boat can take some time – more time than is often 
available on a test sail. 

―Sailboats make a left and a right,‖ said Ken. ―What 
do you actually intend to get out of a test sail? A sur-
vey includes a sea trial, but that‘s more to make sure 
that things mechanically function on a boat. General-
ly speaking, you have to really identify what your 
goals are for a sea trial. If you want to go 6.5 knots 
upwind and you only go 6.3, will you be unhappy?‖ 

A better option is to find another boat owner with the 
same type of boat who is willing to take you out for a 
sail. Then you get both the owner‘s experience – be 
sure to get his or her input on the pros and cons – 
and you get to develop your own feel. Many brokers 
will be able to set up these sails within their network 
of previous buyers. 

  

3) Waiting Until Spring to Buy 

We‘re all looking for the right time to find the best 
deal on a boat. But, according to Ken, most of the 
year is the ―right‖ time. 

―We get this question a lot, from sellers as well as 
buyers. It‘s an 11-month business. It generally slows 
down between Christmas and New Year‘s and also 
after July 4th weekend. 

Totem Page 8 

5 Mistakes People Make When Buying A Boat 

S 
pring is in the air – at least if you aren‘t 
in Chicago, New York, or Texas. And 
even with the snow, you know that in a 
few short months the thaw will finally 
come. It will be time to hit the water 

again. 

However, you need a boat to turn the dream of 
sailing into reality. Making the transition to boat 
owner can be daunting. To help you avoid some 
common pitfalls, we‘ve identified the top five mis-
takes people make when buying a boat. We 
asked experienced yacht broker Ken Comerford, 
of North Point Yacht Sales in Annapolis, to give 
us some advice on how to avoid them. 

 

1) Doing All Your Research on the Internet 

There is no question that the Internet is a valua-
ble tool. From surfing brokerage sites 
like Boats.com to asking questions on web fo-
rums, there is an unbelievable amount of infor-
mation available to potential boat buyers. But that 
can be a problem. It‘s easy to get overwhelmed, 
or to get conflicting answers. 

Ken makes two recommendations for boat shop-
pers. First, get out and sail some boats. Make 
some boating friends, volunteer yourself as crew, 
take a class at a sailing school, or join a boating 
club. Try out different kinds of boats to see which 
best fit your needs. Ken said boating clubs, in 
particular, are ―a good opportunity for people to 
get on the water and have hassle-free owner-
ship.‖ 

Second, make sure you get input from a trusted 
expert. This can be someone from your local 
yacht club, a broker, or another sailing profes-
sional who has actually sailed a number of differ-
ent boats. 

―A lot of our customers have used search en-
gines to look at boats,‖ Ken said. ―But sometimes 
people don‘t know what to do with those tools. 
One mistake I see is the level of frustration b/c 
people don‘t seek out true experts in the field. 
We do this 24/7. Not that all brokers are perfect 
— but not finding people that are truly knowl-

Cont‘ on page 9 

http://nasailor.com/2011/02/02/5-mistakes-people-make-when-buying-a-boat/
http://www.northpointyachtsales.com/
http://www.boats.com/


There‘s no time that‘s a better time to shop or get 
more for your money. Spring is good because 
there‘s a lot of inventory, but sometimes in the 
spring there is older inventory that doesn‘t have a 
price adjustment.‖ 

Ken added that the current market is a good one 
for prospective boat buyers. ―It‘s a good time to 
buy a boat because there is a fair amount of in-
ventory at attractive prices. Prices haven‘t come 
back up but the market is up. So the time to buy 
is now because the good inventory is going to get 
gobbled up. It‘s starting to happen – but right now 
there is still plenty of inventory.‖ 

  

4) Failing to Analyze the Total Cost Of Owner-

ship When Comparing New Vs. Used 

When you compare the price tags on those shiny 
new toys at the boat show with the prices for old-
er boats on a brokerage site, you might wonder 
why anyone would buy a new boat. But it‘s not 
that simple, according to Ken. 

―If you buy new, your issues are really my issues 
– as things that break, etc., are under warranty. 
For myself, owning a new boat after having used 
boats was like, ‗Wow, I can use the boat without 
having to fix things all the time.‘ With used boats 
you almost always have a project. With new 
boats, for the first few years you are out having 
fun.‖ 

It‘s all about the total cost of ownership. ―If you 
are only going to keep the boat for three years, 
you may not need a new boat, but if you are go-
ing to keep a boat for 4-5 years or more, it may 
make sense to get a new boat. You have to look 
at the cost of the overall experience.‖ 

  

5) Underestimating the Complexity of the 

Closing Process 

Buying a boat is a lot more like buying a house 
than buying another vehicle like a car. This is of-
ten a surprise to potential buyers. 

―When people come and buy a boat, they don‘t 
always realize that there is a process,‖ said Ken. 
―Once you‘ve agreed on an offer, there are still 
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5 Mistakes People Make When Buying A Boat (cont’) 

the survey, adjustments, and closing. At closing, 
there are still things to be done – insure the boat, 
transfer the title, and find a slip or boatyard. While 
I‘ve done it in a few as four days, most times it is 
closer to four weeks.‖ 

  

With the return of the financial markets and a large 
number of new and exciting boats like the J/111 and 
Beneteau 30 on the market, now is a good time to 
start moving towards your dream. Start online, but be 
sure to get good advice from a broker early in the 
process – it is free, and many have years of experi-
ence to help you find your perfect boat. 

2009 with her husband. But it plans to drum up more 
business this summer by offering deep-sea charters 
on its own vessel, she said. 

At the Canyon Club Resort Marina just outside Cape 
May, general manager Mike Weber said rentals of 
his 170 slips were up about 10 percent to 15 percent 
over last year - and that could be an indicator of 
where things are headed for summer 2011. 

"We did see a lot of interest early on this year, but 
when stuff started happening with the gas prices 
about two weeks ago, we noticed it slack off again," 
Weber said. "The boating industry is the first to take 
a hit when things go bad, and it is the last to recover 
when things start to pick up again." 

But Derrick Fries, a boating expert from Clarkston, 
Mich., who wrote several books about sailing tech-
niques, contended that the sputtering economy was 
pushing more people into the water. 

"When times get tough, people want the solace that 
being on the water provides, and they'll do anything 
to get it," Fries said, noting the popularity of tiny sail-
boats and kayaks in recent years. "No matter what, I 
think we see more and more people getting interest-
ed in recreational boating every year." 

Surging Fuel (cont’)  
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A 
 study has revealed that a growing 
overdependence on satellite navigation 
could have catastrophic effects on 
boaters 

 
Global Positioning System (GPS) gadgets have 
become such a big part of our lives, both on and 
off shore, that we are becoming dangerously 
dependent on the technology, according to a 
report from the Royal Academy of Engineering. 
The GPS uses signals from satellites to provide 
precise timing and location details to everything 
from marine chartplotters to mobile phones but 
those signals are vulnerable to disruption with 
potentially devastating results. 
Since the signals received by GPS systems are 
very weak – the equivalent to receiving the light 
from a bright bulb at a distance of 20,000km – 
they are open to interference or corruption, either 
from phenomena such as sun spot activity or 
malfunctioning TV aerials, to purposeful 
disruption using jamming broadcasts. Although 
jammers can be bought legally for as little as £20 
online, it is illegal to use them in the UK. 
Dr Martyn Thomas, who chaired the group behind 
the report, said, "We're not saying that the sky is 
about to fall in; we're not saying there's a calamity 
around the corner. 
 
"What we're saying is that there is a growing 
interdependence between systems that people 
think are backing each other up. And it might well 
be that if a number of these systems fail 
simultaneously, it will cause commercial damage 
or just conceivably loss of life. This is wholly 
avoidable." 
The report investigated the effects of 
commercially available GPS jamming systems on 
marine navigation by sailing the Northern 
Lighthouse Board vessels NLV Pole Star through 
a patch of sea blanketed by the jamming signal. 
This caused the Pole Star's GPS receivers, 
automatic identification system transponder, 
dynamic positioning system and gyro calibration 
mechanism to fail. Each of these systems was in 
some way controlled by or dependent on GPS. 
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Relying On GPS Could Leave You Lost At Sea 

"What was interesting about the Pole Star, which 
took place off Flamborough Head, was the range of 
results that we got," said Richard Ploszek, the Royal 
Academy of Engineering's senior policy manager 
responsible for compiling the report. 
"Some of the readings were quite obviously 
erroneous, such as placing the ship doing 100 knots 
above the North York moors, and the GPS software 
was rejecting those out of hand. But there were 
others falling into what we would class as the 
dangerously misleading category, five metres here or 
there for example. That would be enough to put you 
on a rock or really play havoc with the precision 
docking systems of these larger vessels." 
The report concluded that: "There were several 
questions raised by this trial, such as the ability of a 
vessel's crew to quickly revert to traditional means of 
navigation and also the extent to which they are able 
to navigate with these means.  
"Given the greater reliance on satellite navigation, in 
particular GPS, these skills are not being used daily 
and are no longer second nature." 
According to Ploszek, "The problem would be at its 
worst in a crowded shipping lane with a lot of boats 
relying on their GPS. Imagine what could happen in 
the English Channel on a foggy day." 
  

Point of View  

By Don Baker (RBPS) 

I 
n the previous article it was pointed out that reliance solely 
on GPS can be a big problem.  The article explained that 
GPS signals were deliberately being distorted in an area 
near Norfolk for security reasons, and that there are 

problems in a specific area off the east coast of Florida.  It was 
also explained that through CG Local Notices to Mariners we 
are alerted to short GPS down times when maintenance on the 
system is being performed.  Another problem that is affecting 
GPS now are extremely active sun flares that distort or 
temporarily block GPS signals.   
 
I have satellite TV, and I was recently watching a program when 
the screen went blank.  A minute later an announcement 
appeared that said that, because of sun spots being active, 
satellite signals might be disrupted for short periods.  About 
three minutes later the TV signal was restored and I was able to 
continue watching the program.  So, for we boaters, current 
charts are essential and that we don't rely solely on GPS and 
Chartplotters. On the LINKS page of rbps.org, there is a link to 
OceanGrafix where you can obtain a chart printed directly from 
NOAA computers that are completely up-to-date. 

Matt Thomas 

http://www.rbps.org/links.htm
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Lights Out For Lighthouses? 

F 
or centuries lighthouses have shone 
a friendly beam for sailors, fishermen 
and ferry passengers alike, steadily 
providing safe passage ashore and 
capturing a special place in the public 

imagination. 

However, with the advent of sophisticated and 
increasingly cheap Global Positioning 
Systems (GPS), a question mark now looms 
over the future of these iconic coastal 
beacons. 

"These are worrying times for lighthouses," 

said Jeremy D'Entremont, president of the 

American Lighthouse Foundation. "Everyone 

loves them, but as far as the government is 

concerned, they're not exactly a spending 

priority." 

However, the future isn't all bleak. Many 
lighthouses have become financially self 
sufficient by transforming themselves into a 
everything from quirky hotels to final resting 
places. 

"There are some really great lighthouses that 
have been turned into internationally 
acclaimed museums, such as the Kinnaird 
Head in Scotland," Williams said. 

Many hundreds more have been converted into unconventional bed and breakfasts. "I would personally 

recommend a trip to the West Usk Lighthouse B&B in Wales -- they have a hot tub on the roof," he said. 



Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Lt/C Maureen Medure, P 
120 Hillcrest Ave. 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
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Calendar 

18 April Executive Committee Meeting  Madison House  

1 May  Change of Watch The Olde Mill Inn, Basking Ridge 

16 May Executive Committee Meeting  Madison House  

23-26 May ABC Course Montville Library 

6 June Schooner Sail Lincoln Harbor Yacht Club ,  Weehawken  

 
More dates are to be added after 

the Change of Watch and the new  
 

 
Bridge sets up the coming watch 

year calendar 
 

15 June Fire Extinguisher Training  Morris County Fire & Police Academy 



Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron   
presents a…  

  

Schooner Sail in New York Harbor  
aboard the vessel Richard Robbins  

  

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This 75 foot, two masted gaff rigged schooner was built in 1902. The 
ship will sail the New York Harbor, Hudson River, and pass by the 

Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Included are light snacks of cheese 
and crackers, crudités and dip, nuts, pretzels and chips. Beverages 
being served include sodas, coffee and tea. Passengers may also 

bring additional cold food and liquor.  
  

 When:   Sunday, June 5, 2011 – 12 Noon-4PM  
   

Where:   Departs from Lincoln Harbor Yacht Club   
      1500 Harbor Blvd., Weehawken, NJ   

     Cell phone on day of event  201-927-1737   
  
Cost:      $50 per person  

 
Space is limited. Reservations must be made ASAP!  

Please contact Walt Meissner immediately at 973-292-0347 or via email at 
Walter.Meissner@lackawanna.org to secure your place.   

  
Send checks made payable to LSPS to:  

 Walter Meissner, 34 Raynor Road, Morristown, NJ 07960  

mailto:Walter.Meissner@lackawanna.org


Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Fire Extinguisher Training 

YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO MISS THIS TRAINING 

L 
ackawanna has scheduled one of our most popular year-

ly activities.  Fire extinguisher training at the Morris Coun-

ty Fire and Police Academy.  Please contact Rich Pfaff to 

reserve your spot.  This event fills up early and space is 

limited.  Please bring one of your own fire extinguishers if you 

have them (extinguishers will also be provided by the academy).  

YOU NEED TO PRE-REGISTER.  

Contact: 

Greg Knof  

Lackawanna Sail & Power 

Squadron 

 

www.lackawanna.org 

Phone: 973 335-7960 

E-mail: 

gregory.knof@lackawanna.org  

Wed., June 15  

6:30PM 

Directions 

Take 1-80 to 1-287 south to exit 36 (Ridgedale Avenue). Turn right onto 

Ridgedale Ave and at the second additional traffic light turn left onto 

East Hanover Ave. Proceed through 6 additional lights. (This becomes 

West Hanover Ave at Rt 202 in Morris Plains.) Follow West Hanover 

Ave, at top of hill will be the County facilities on both sides. Turn right 

into the Academy driveway at the traffic light.  

Morris County Fire &  

Police Academy 

500 West Hanover Avenue,  

Parsippany,  NJ 07054 
 

For Google Maps searches, 

use Morris Plains 07950  

mailto:gregory.knof@lackawanna.org

