
 Totem 

s pring is here and 
I am starting to 
feel more like a 
boater and less 

like an Eskimo.  Spring 
means lots of work to get 
the boat ready for the 
upcoming season.  It's a 
lot easier if you took the 
Engine maintenance 
Course.  I suggest making 
a list and checking it 
twice, or you'll be 
changing a wheel bearing 
on your trailer on the side 
of road. I didn't get my 
boat in the water last year, 
but I'll be ready for this 

year.  I am looking forward to 
a long weekend on the boat 
in the Chesapeake Bay.  
Where you can experience 
all the aids to navigation that 
you learned in piloting class.   

I had a great time as 
Commander and working 
with a very talented Bridge.  
I’m looking forward to 
finishing out my tenure and 
passing the Advanced 
Piloting course soon. I wish 
Maureen all the best in the 
new watch year. 

Thank you all. Have a safe 
boating season 

BY: Cdr Brian Rogers, P 

The 

Message from the Commander 

 

Meetings 

Spring Membership Meeting (rescheduled) 
March 27, 2015 

Change of Watch 
April 19, 2015 

Fishing Trip for Striped Bass 
April 28th,2015  7AM to 2PM 

Atlantic Highlands NJ Marina   Contact: capbill51@aol.com 
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We Have A Winner! 

BY: D/Lt/C Elaine Pfaff 

Continued on page 8 

T 
his is the second time in the four years 

that I have been chairperson for the 

Boarman Youth Poster Contest that we 

have had a National Winner.  Last year 

we had a third place winner, and this year I was 

excited when Sarah Hanna, granddaughter of Lt/C 

Frank Gingerelli and Lt Carol Gingerelli, came in 

first place in the 6 to 8 year old category.  This is 

exciting since this is a National Contest; it is open 

to all Districts, so she was up against some excel-

lent posters. 

The Youth Poster Contest is a United States Power 

Squadron event that furthers youth appreciation of 

the water and how safe boating is fun boating.  It is 

open to all children ages 6-14.  National has asked 

all the Districts and Squadrons to participate.  Each 

squadron runs their own contest and the winners in 

each of the three categories are then judged at the 

District Fall Conference.  It is suggested that 

squadrons award a monetary prize to the winners.  

The winners at the District level will each receive 

$25.00 and the winning posters are taken to the 

National Meeting in Florida for final judging.  The 

first place winners, in each age group, will each re-

ceive $150.00, second place winners $100.00 and 

third place winners $75.00.  So as you can see, not 

only is the satisfaction of winning a great feeling, 

but the monetary amount can be substantial for a 

child. 

This year’s theme is “When You Boat Be Ready to 

Float…Wear It”.  Talk to your children, grandchil-

dren, nieces, nephews, friends and neighbor’s chil-

dren, as well as schools and organizations.  I will 

be happy to forward the information to you.  You 

can reach me by email at 

elaine.pfaff@lackawanna.org. , or find my phone 

number in the Roster. 

A 
s is traditional District 4 held a Memorial 
Service for members who had “Crossed 
the Bar” during the previous bridge year.  
This service is held at Saint Alban’s Epis-

copal Church on Staten Island.  This year two 
members of Lackawanna were remembered during 
the service.  

P/C/C Raymond A. Finley, JR. SN served as Com-
mander of Lackawanna (1971-72), District 4 Com-
mander (1976-77) and National Commander (1982
-83).  He earned 51 merit marks in his years of ser-
vice to the United States Power Squadrons. 

P/C Owen Glasson, AP served as Commander of 
Lackawanna during the Bridge Year of 1977-78 
and he earned 41 merit marks for his service.  He 
recently had been presented with a plaque honor-
ing 50 years of service. 

Taking part in the service were D/C Richard Pfaff, 
JN and Lt/C Elaine Pfaff, AP.  Following the service 
there was a reception in the church hall. 
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D/4 Memorial Service 

BY: Maureen Medure, AP 

D/4 Spring Conference 

O 
n Saturday, March 7, 2014 District 4 of 
the United States Power Squadrons held 
its spring meeting at the Park Ridge 
Marriot.  The morning sessions had a 

message from the Chief Commander read by his 
representative, R/C Richard Pfenniger, SN.   
 
There also was a memorial service for P/C/C Ray-
mond A. Finley, Jr, SN (Lackawanna) and P/R/C 
Robert Green, N (Northern NJ), as well as other 
members who had passed away during the year. 
 
Awards were presented to Lackawanna for their 
website – thanks to Anthony Pisano for doing the 
work on this – and for having 100% participation in 
the Educational Fund for the 27

th
 year.  P/R/C Wil-

mailto:elaine.pfaff@lackawanna.org


Continued on page 8 

P/C/C Raymond A. Finley, Jr, SN  

5 March 2015 

D 
ear Fellow 
Members, 
A member 
of United 

States Power 
Squadrons has em-
barked on his last 
voyage. The tides 
of life have ebbed for 
our shipmate, and 
we, his fellow mem-
bers, gather to honor 
his 
memory. P/C/C Raymond A. Finley, Jr, SN was a 
valued member of the Lackawanna Sail & 
Power Squadron, District 4 and, of course, a 
revered leader of the United States Power 
Squadrons. A former Sea Scout, Chief Finley 
forged the partnership between USPS and 
the Sea Scouts and the Finley Sea Scout Service 
Award is named in his honor. Now the 
Supreme Commander has called our Chief to sail 
with Him in eternal calm waters, forever 
free from the storms and tempests of mortal life. 
 

We thank You, O loving God, for Your 
promise that whenever even two or three 

are gathered in Your name, You are in their 
midst. As we gather in Your name at this 
sacred hour of dedication, we pray that 
You will make the sustaining power and 

comfort of Your presence clearly known to 
each one of us. Amen. 

(Psalm 107: 23-25, 28-32) 

 
I am sure that most of you have been at the shore 
and have watched vessels as they sailed 
away. 
 

Haven’t you watched a ship as she sailed out to 
sea until she hangs like a speck of white cloud just 
where the sea and cloud come together to mingle 
with each other? Then a landlubber says, “There, 
she is gone!” Gone? Gone where? We who have 
sailed know that she has just gone from our sight. 
She is just as large in hull and mast and rigging as 

she was when lying alongside us at anchor in the 
harbor, and just as able to bear her load of life. 
Her diminished size is in us, not in it. And just at 

the moment when the landlubber says, “There, she 
goes”, we who sail know that on the other side 
there are others eyes watching her coming and 

other voices taking up the cry, “Here she comes!” 
So it is with the living spirit of Ray as he 

sailed beyond our horizon. 
(United States Power Squadrons Operations Manual) 

 
Sail on friend, sail on Chief, sail on Ray. 
“The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind 
him in other men the conviction and the 
will to carry on.” - Walter Lippmann. And, we will 
carry on. We will mourn our loss yet be 
inspired by his example. 
________________________________________ 

 Passing of P/C/C Raymond 
A. Finley, Jr,SN 

 

I 
t is with deep regret that Lackawanna Sail & Pow-
er Squadron announces the passing of P/C/C 
Raymond A. Finley, Jr, SN.  Ray passed away on 
Saturday, January 17, 2015.  Information on a fu-

neral service will be sent when arrangements are 
complete. 
. 
Ray joined the United States Power Squadrons in the 
early 1960's as a member of Lackawanna Power 
Squadron and he was a member when the name 
changed to Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron.  
This was a plus for Ray as his boat, SHAMROCK, 
was 35' sail boat based in Island Heights, NJ. 
Ray's wife Bobbie and his daughters, Patricia Finley, 
S and D/Lt Peg Paton, AP are also members of LSPS. 
 
All of Ray's time in USPS was as a member of Lacka-
wanna and he was a dedicated member.  Over the 
years he earned 51 Merit Marks.  He served on the 
Bridge and became Commander of Lackawanna for 
the 1971-72 Bridge year.  Ray served as District Com-
mander (D/4) for 1976-77 and was National Com-
mander (1982-83).  He was at the helm during a time 
of controversy about women being full members and 
holding office.  During the celebration of America's 
200th birthday he was part of the planning committee 

BY: C/C Robert A. Baldridge, SN 
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Spring Membership Meeting 
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D/4 Change of Watch 



liam Robinson, SN was awarded a plaque for be-
coming a Life Member (25 merit marks). D/Lt Kel-
ley Fahey, SN and D/Lt Robert Fahey, SN were 
awarded certificates for distinguished service to the 
district.  Following this meeting the group broke up 
to attend workshops.  The On The Water training 
simulator was also available for members to try.  A 
luncheon followed with an afternoon business 
meeting.  A highlight of the spring conference 
meeting was the swearing in for three Lackawanna 
members to the district bridge.  D/Lt Richard Pfaff, 
JN is now the Commander;  D/Lt Elaine Pfaff, AP is 
now Executive Officer and D/Lt Jay Lipper, AP con-
tinues on as Secretary.  The evening had a more 
festive atmosphere as there was a cocktail party 
and dinner dance to honor the new bridge. 

D/4 Spring Conference 

Save the Date 

B 
efore you launch your boat this 
spring, think about some essential 
equipment to have on board. Many 
boaters may feel safe with just a cell 

phone, however, the Coast Guard recom-
mends marine-band radios set to channel 16 
for all boaters. Though a cell phone is better 
than no communication device at all, cell 
phones tend to have gaps or no coverage while 
on the water, plus limited battery life. 
 
With a VHF-FM marine-band radio on board 
and set to channel 16, a boater is only a call 
away from help. The Coast Guard and fellow 
mariners monitor channel 16 at all times. This 
dramatically increases the number of people 
who can respond. After a distress message 
has been received, the Coast Guard can find 
you more quickly if you stay by your radio and 
can transmit a signal which a rescue boat or 
aircraft can receive. 
 
Most VHF radios now come with Digital Selec-
tive Calling, or DSC. This is the equivalent of a 
"mayday button.” When activated, it automati-
cally broadcasts an encoded distress call that 
will be picked up by all nearby vessels 
equipped with DSC. If the radio is interfaced 
with a GPS, it will also automatically broadcast 
the distressed vessel's position. 
 
The Coast Guard would like to remind that a 
growing number of boaters, unsuccessful in 
getting a radio check on VHF channel 16, are 
calling Mayday to get a response. Hoax calls, 
including Mayday radio checks are illegal and 
liable for a $5000 fine plus all costs the Coast 
Guard incurs as a result of the individual's ac-
tion. In the Brigantine area, free automated ra-
dio checks are available on channel 26. 

Change of Watch 2015 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

APRIL 19, 2015 

 
Summer 2015 

Save this date – July 18 
Raft-up at Liberty State Park and dinner 

 
More information to come 

Boat Grounds Off Point Pleasant Beach 

BY: Shore News Today  
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Finley 

to coordinate the movement of the tremendous dis-
play of the Tall Ships under the bridges down the 
East River and into the Hudson.  He was part of a 
group that sailed Italian waters on a cruise ship that 
commemorated the voyage of Columbus to Ameri-
ca.  IN 
2010 he received a 50 plaque from USPS. 
 
His dedication and service in the cause of boating 
education were deeply appreciated. 



M 
any of you may have noticed a 

change to the Lackawanna website 

and Facebook page.  National has 

come around to the long over due 

idea of a strong national organization with specific 

rules on how the group as a whole looks and feels.  

This is a initiative called “branding”.  All squadrons 

are expected to update/change the look and feels 

of all materials that represent the USPS.  Oh, sorry 

we can’t use that anymore.  Now we must say 

United States Power Squadrons.  If you use the 

acronym, people think we deliver mail.  This in-

cludes clothing, stationary, digital media, websites, 

an social media sites (Facebook and Twitter).  This 

will be a large shift for the organization as a whole.  

USPS (there I go again) will need to continually fi-

ne tune the look and the message if it is to contin-

ue. 

BY: Anthony Pisano P/C, Editor 

Power Squadron Branding 

If you’re interested in checking out the branding 

guidelines please go to: http://www.usps.org/

national/pr/standards/United-States-Power-

Squadrons-Brand-Standards-Manual-January-

2015-v1.2.pdf 
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Lackawanna in the Ensign 

See Page 7  

2014 Youth Poster Contest Winners 1st Place: 

Sarah Hanna Lackawanna/D4  ( Granddaughter of Carol & 

Frank Gingerelli ) 

See Page 31 

2015 Photo Contest 

Samantha Giuffre Lackawanna( Granddaughter of D/C 

Rich Pfaff & D/Lt/C Elaine Pfaff ) 

See Page 38 

Last Horizon 

P/C/C Raymond A. Finley Jr. SN Lackawanna/D4, 52 mm 
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Calendar 

March 27th Spring Membership Meeting  New Vernon Firehouse 

April 19th Change of Watch Meadow Wood Manor  

April 20th Executive Meeting Madison House 

April 28th Fishing Trip Atlantic Highlands NJ Marina 

May TBA Fire Extinguisher Training Morris County Fire Academy 

May 18th Executive Meeting Madison House 

June 22nd Executive Meeting Madison House 

July 18th Sail/Power Day North Liberty State Park 

Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

c/o 

Jay Lipper, Secretary 

5 Lopatcong, NJ 07850-1326 




