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I 
 write my last column as your 
commander with a sense of relief 
and satisfaction.  It is quite a 
challenge leading a squadron as 

large as ours.  There are always events 
to plan for, attend, officiate, and de-brief 
on.  There are always issues that come 
up and matters that need attention.  As 
difficult as this job is, it would be 
impossible were it not for my officers, 
particularly our bridge.  This is more 
impressive when one considers that 
fully half are new to the bridge and all 
but one are new to their positions. 
 
As I take stock of the bridge year, I am 
pleased with what we have 
accomplished.  On the social side, we 
continued our traditional events, while 
adding new ones, such as fishing trips 
and museum tours.  These new events 
were implemented through our 
members’ initiative.  Many thanks to the 
members who ensured these events 
were successes.  Even the traditional 
events had a fresh new look -- our Sail/
Power North Raft-Up was held in a new 

location in New York Harbor, and the 
Holiday Party was also held at a new venue 
-- Mayfair farms in West Orange.  In 
addition to organizing these events, Dennis 
O’Brien, our Administrative Officer, secured 
some truly interesting speakers this 
year.  Many thanks to him. 
 
In the Executive Department, Lieutenants 
Greg Knof and Rich Pfaff have made us 
something of a Center of Excellence within 
the district for fire extinguisher training, with 
surging attendance this past year.  I would 
like to thank our Executive Officer, Elaine 
Pfaff for managing this in addition to single-
handedly running the Youth Poster Contest. 
 
The staff officers also deserve our 
praise:  SEO Kelley Fahey for taking over 
the education department, Secretary Walt 
Meissner, likewise for taking on the 
secretary’s office, and finally Treasurer 
Michael DiStefano for keeping our books 
(and us) honest.  This list could go on and 
on, so in the interest of brevity, I thank all 
(37) of you who earned Merit Marks this 
year. 

BY: Cdr J Kevin Wanner, SN 
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Spring and Sumer Happenings 

 June 20th - Fire Ext. Training - Morris Fire Academy 
(see attached flier) 

July 21st - Sail Power North - TBA 
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USPS Educational Proficiency Award 

U 
SPS awards grades to its members to 
indicate how far they have progressed in 
the continuing education program. Since 
one of the USPS objectives is boating 

safety through education, USPS encourages 
every member to strive to achieve the 
Educational Proficiency level, with the ultimate 
goal being that of the Educational Achievement 
Award. 

Anyone completing a grade level of at least 
Advanced Piloting (AP) and three Elective 
Courses receives the Educational Proficiency 
Award.  Congratulations to two Lackawanna 
members who recently received this award:  

Elaine Pfaff 

Jay Lipper 

New Course Location Needed 

LSPS has been very fortunate to be able to use 
the facilities at Honeywell in Morristown to hold 
our courses.  Unfortunately, we have just been 
informed that we will no longer be able to use their 
facility starting in the Fall.  We need to find a new 
location to hold our member courses!  One of our 
greatest resources is our own membership.  If you 
know of a location where we could possibly hold 
our member courses, please contact Squadron 
Education Officer Kelley Fahey at 
kelley.fahey@lackawanna.org or at 973 585-
4108 with that information.   

Education Corner 

L 
et's face it. US taxpayers caught a couple of 
breaks this year. With leap day (February 29, 
2012), and April 15th falling on a Sunday, you've 
bought yourself a couple of extra days to do your 

taxes. And because Monday is the District of Columbia's 
Emancipation Day, the Federal government is giving you 
until Tuesday, April 17th, to turn in your taxes this year. 
Many states are following suit. Perhaps all of them are, 
but we honestly didn't look into it other than our own state 
of CT and neighboring MASS which 'celebrated' the Bos-
ton Marathon, a.k.a. Patriot's Day, on Monday the 16th. 
 
As for boaters, did you that know you may be eligible for 
a full or partial refund of the taxes paid on the fuel? 
Here's why... 
 

Off Road 
It turns out that a portion of the taxes you pay on fuel 
goes toward highway repair, and since boats do not typi-
cally cause highway damage, or even wear and tear, 
some logical folks in some states decided to give this 
money back to the boaters who paid into it.  
 

Which States?  
BoatU.S. seems to have the most detailed information 
about which states offer refunds, and what happens to 
the money for states that don't have such a program as 
well as the Federal tax. Here's the BoatUS link, but we 
can't vouch for how accurate or up-to-date their info is. 
According to the folks at DiscoverBoating, the American 
Boating Association has published similar data. 
 
For the most accurate information, check your own 
state's official revenue services page. A Google search of 
your state's name followed by the phrase "marine fuel tax 
refund" should also provide you with a quick answer to 
this question. For example, a search of "Connecticut ma-
rine fuel tax refund" turns up a link right to the form from 
CT's department of revenue services. 
 
In any event, tax laws often change, so as we're sure 
your tax accountant would advise, always save your re-
ceipts!  

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 

BY: P/C Kelley Fahey  

Is Boating Really So Taxing

BY: Daily Boater  
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Looking for member photos for the next 
roster cover.  Only send ORIGINAL photos 

of HIGH QUALITY.  The source can be from 
either a digital camera or smart phone, but 
must be of at least 1MB or greater.  Please 

do not compress or shrink for emailing 
Please send your submissions to 
anthony.pisano@lackawanna.org  

Announcements Port Simulator 2012 

M 
anage your own port! Did you ever 
wonder how huge cargo ports move and 
manage megatons of cargo? Now is the 
time to find out! 

In the “Port Simulator 2012 
Hamburg” countless 
challenges can be chosen 
and taken on, regardless of 
weather conditions, time of 
the day and tight schedules. 
Take care of all that - and 
much more. 

Learn the whole management 
procedure; how to use 
tugboats to coordinate the huge container ships, 
unload cargo vessels with the rail crane and schedule 
the arrival of cargo trains accordingly, hire assistants 
and buy and fix machines. 

Coordinate your different ships, take care over the 
correct allocation of the freight and the huge oil-tanker 
that discharges their freight into special tanks. Other 
different raw materials like carbon or wood have to be 
delivered to different terminals. For this reason you 
are the owner of several huge machines and cranes. 
Take care of transport and time-management and be 
successful in single player mode or multiplayer mode 
together with your friends. 

Features 

 Extremely detailed 3D landscape. 

 Faithful reproduction of the Port of Hamburg. 

 Gigantic cargo ships and tankers. 

 Diverse cargo like containers, liquids or 
aggregates. 

 Multiplayer mode via network or internet. 

 Control of the huge unloading facilities like 
bridge cranes, pumps or picker arms. 

 Ships can optionally be navigated to their 
mooring by the player them self. 

 Intuitive navigation via keyboard and mouse. 

System Requirements : Windows: XP / Vista / 7 

Q: A 20-meter power-driven vessel pushing ahead or 
towing alongside will display ___________ 
 
Two masthead lights in a vertical line 
A towing light above the stern light 
Two towing lights in a vertical line 
Two all-round red lights at the masthead 
 
 
Q: What was the name of the boat on which Darwin 
traveled? 
 
Endeavor 
Resolution 
Beagle 
Agamemnon 
 
 
Q: Which animal is a sign of bad luck on a ship? 
 
Rabbit 
Rat 
Cat 
Monkey 
 
 
Q: The term “Mayday” comes from what language? 
 
Greek 
French 
Italian 
Spanish 
 
Answers? - email totem@lackawanna.org  

Test Your Boating Knowledge 
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The Key to Saving On Fuel Costs is Maintenance 

T 
he clocks are ready to jump ahead and 
warmer weather heralds the boating 
season. But as the temperature is 
rising, so is the price of fuel, 
threatening our boating pleasure. 

Maintenance now will save money at the fuel 
dock later. 

Getting your engine tuned up tops the fuel-
saving list, said Robert Newsome, director of 
engineering standards at the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association. “That trumps 
everything,” he said. 

Depending on your skills and your particular 
engine, you may be able to keep it in tune 
yourself, Newsome said. But, as in cars, 
modern fuel-injected engines are more 
complicated than older ones and may be best 
left to professional mechanics. 

In any case, read your owner’s manual and 
follow directions. “Manufacturers know their 
own engines better than anyone else,” he said. 

A clean hull is critical and a buildup of marine 
growth, such as barnacles and plant life, robs 
efficiency and fuel economy. Especially if your 
boat is kept in the water, follow 
recommendations for anti-fouling bottom paint 
in your area. 

Pay attention to surface preparation before 
painting. Bottom cleaning and painting can be a 
messy, demanding job so you might leave this 
to your marina. 

“Know how to use your boat,” Newsome said. If 
you have trim tabs, learn how to use them 
properly to get up “on plane” faster and save 
fuel, he said. 

Have electrical connections checked for 
corrosion and tightness. Make sure fuel system 
components, belts and hoses are in good 
shape, and check fluid levels. 

The propeller is an unsung workhorse of the 
boat’s power train, doing its job underwater and 

out of sight. Each boat has its own requirements 
as to propeller dimensions, so if a prop is replaced 
be sure it’s with a correct model. 

A prop that is dinged or bent, usually because of 
hitting something, will hurt efficiency and fuel 
economy and can cause damaging vibration. Have 
it repaired by a shop equipped for the job, or 
replace it. 

Barnacles and other marine growth sticking to 
propellers is another problem, particularly for 
sailors who don’t run their engines as hard or as 
often as power boaters, said Gordon Nelson of 
Nelson Sailing Center in Island Heights. 

Nelson noted an increase in marine organisms on 
Barnegat Bay and said conventional bottom paint 
has not been effective on propellers. He said he is 
continually looking for a cost-effective product to 
handle the problem. 

Since different types of growth may be prevalent in 
a given area, he suggests checking with a local 
marina to see what works. 

Symptoms of the problem are the engine seeming 
to run fine but the boat doesn’t have the speed that 
it should, and you see a broader and more 
turbulent prop wash, he said. 

Before launching, whether power or sail, make 
sure safety equipment is in order, and life jackets, 
fire extinguisher and flares are aboard as needed. 

Also, before launch, make sure the drain plug is 
securely in place. If not, you can have a problem 
indeed when water gurgles into the boat. 

For more on maintenance from the NMMA, go to 
their website at discoverboating.com and click on 
“owning and operating.” 

LIFE JACKETS FOR TEENS 

Non-profit organizations providing on-water 
education for teens can apply for a discounted life 
jacket program offered by the BoatUS Foundation. 
For details go to boatus.com/foundation/
teensafloat. Deadline to apply is March 31. 
Applicants chosen will get the Type 3 jackets for 
$5 each. 

BY: Charles Zusman / Star Ledger   
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Boxed Milk
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Kevin Wanner  
973 761-5734  

I 
f you're going to be away from grocery stores 
for more than a few days, boxed milk can be a 
lifesaver! It's widely available in developing 
countries where there's less refrigeration, but 

you can get it in many stores in the US - if you know 
what to look for! I took this photo just a couple of 
days ago at my local Walmart Supercenter and I've 
bought boxed milk at other Walmarts across the 
country when we've taken some extended camping 
trips. It's typically in the baking aisle, of all places! 
I've also seen it in various other chain groceries and 
even once in a convenience store along the ICW.  
 
So what's so great about boxed milk? Well, you'll 
notice that it's on regular shelves. It doesn't have to 
be refrigerated until you open it. Unopened, it's good 
at least three months - and I've used some that was 
over 6 months old with no problems. 

 
Use it just as you would regular milk - which is what it 
is, except that it's been ultrapasteurized and packaged 
in a TetraPak, which totally prevents air getting to it. 
 
Back in the days before my husband Dave developed 
his milk allergy, I used boxed milk 100% of the time on 
the boat. We used it on our morning cereal and in 
cooking. Dave occasionally drank a glass with a 
sandwich. Some people say they notice a slight 
difference in the taste when just drinking it; Dave didn't. 
And I never noticed any difference in cooking or on my 
cereal. 
 
You can store the boxes just about anywhere - we had 
some very shallow lockers behind the settees that were 
just perfect for stacking these in. They fit into lots of 
other small spaces - just make sure to remember 
where you've stashed them all. 

BY: Carolyn Shearlock   

Cont’ on page 8 
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T 
he Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion (ASMFC) will hold its winter meetings 
the first week in February. And that can 
mean only one thing: we're getting closer to 

learning what our 2012 fluke regulations might look 
like here in the Garden State. 

While thanks to some controversial decision making 
on the part of federal officials, we have to take a 
quota hit this year, our actual allowable harvest will 
increase because anglers in our state did not hit their 
quota last season. 

When the ASMFC meets, it will consider a slew of 
potential regulatory options proposed by the New 
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife which will meet 
the federal harvest limits. The ASMFC will whittle 
those options down, and send several back to the 
state Marine Fisheries Council, which will choose 
one at a meeting in the spring. 

New Jersey is allocated a recreational target of 
1,090,407 fish for 2012, according to documentation 
filed with the ASMFC, a liberalization to the tune of 
38 percent over the 2011 season. 

Though it's based on pure sampling data using a 
number of methodologies, there is a chance that 
New Jersey anglers could see a summer flounder 
season where they're able to take home a fish small-
er than 18-inches for the first time since 2007. 

The 18-inch minimum size limit has been highly con-
troversial, mainly because biologists have found that 
virtually all fish that reach 18 inches or larger are fe-
males. 

For 2012, options include a May 5 to Sept. 23 sea-
son with 17.5 inch size limit. They also include sea-
sons ranging from April 29 through Sept. 23 and May 
5 through Sept. 29 with a 17.5 inch size limit. All of 
these options include an four fish bag limit, however, 
down from eight fish in 2011. 

The options that keep the size limit at 18 inches all 
keep the bag limit at eight fish per day through a 170 
day season, with date options including April 28 
through Oct. 14; April 7 through Sept. 23; and May 5 
through Oct 21. 

In my opinion columns over the years, I have long 

advocated for a shorter size limit rather than ex-
tending the season length (or upping the bag limit, 
which next-to-nobody can achieve anyway). 

For the majority of anglers, a shorter size limit will 
always equal more of an impetus to go out on the 
water, patronize bait shops, marinas and party 
boats, and increase one's chances of taking a fish 
home for dinner. 

Participation in the 2011 fluke fishery, despite a 
longer season, was terrible from an anecdotal 
standpoint – and this is coming from someone 
who's out on the water nearly every day. Septem-
ber was – as it often is – a washout. Back bay 
and shore-based anglers, as usual, take the brunt 
of high size limits. 

There is no doubt that for-hire boat operators will 
rally in favor of a longer season at all costs (I do 
understand why), but for independent anglers 
(and the businesses they support), it will always 
be my belief that a shorter size limit equals great-
er participation and a well-rounded distribution of 
access to the fishery whether one goes out on 
party boats, operates his or her own boat (in the 
ocean or bay), or fishes from shore. 

What Will the 2012 Fluke Regulations Look Like? 

SUBMITTED BY: Tom Hendershot  

LSPS Email  

W 
hen LSPS created squadron 
email accounts for each of 
our members it was with the 
intention of ensuring that all 

members get Squadron notices in an effi-
cient manner.  The squadron email ad-
dress is what will be listed in the roster.  If 
you would prefer to have your own person-
al email listed instead, or have squadron 
emails delivered directly to your personal 
account, please call me at 973-334-6910 
or email me at 
elaine.pfaff@lackawanna.org by May 16, 
2012 so that changes can be made in the 
Roster which is due to come out shortly. 
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E 
very spring, shortly after being launched 
and commissioned for the season, 
boats sink while safely tied up at the 
dock, turning what should be a good 
time of the year into a disaster. 

According to BoatU.S. Marine Insurance claim 
files, for every boat that sinks underway, four 
boats sink in their slips. There are two reasons 
for this discrepancy. One reason is whenever a 
boat leaves the dock, someone is aboard, which 
leaves open the possibility that the leak will be 
discovered and the problem corrected before it 
sinks the boat. And, reason # 2, boats tend to 
spend a majority of their time at the dock. 

The best defense against a dockside sinking? 
Visit your boat at least twice a season, inspect 
any fittings above or below the waterline that 
could be letting water into the boat. All too often, 
owners rely on bilge pumps to bail them out when 
they can’t visit their boats. The pump fails and the 
boat sinks. If you can’t visit your boat regularly, 
consider using a buddy system with other boat 
owners to watch each other’s boats. 

BoatU.S., marine insurance claims also show 
important accident trends or lessons to learn. A 
study of the claims has identified the top five 
reasons for springtime sinking. 

Top Five Reasons Why Boats Sink in the 
Springtime: 

1. Missing or damaged hose clamps: These 
clamps are often removed in the fall to winterize 
the engine, and then forgotten about in the spring 
when the boat is launched. Tight spaces in 
engine compartments make it difficult to see 
some unsecured or deteriorated clamps. 

2. Unsecured engine hoses: Over the winter, 
freezing water can lift hoses off seacocks 
(valves). 

3. Spring rains: Combine heavy rains with 
leaking ports, deck hatches, cracked or 
improperly caulked fittings, chain plates and even 
scuppers clogged by leaves and your boat could 
be on the bottom soon. 

4. Broken sea strainer: Glass, plastic and even 
bronze strainer bowls can be cracked or bent over 
the winter if not properly winterized, allowing water 
to trickle 
in when 
the 
seawater 
intake 
seacock is 
in the 
open 
position. 

5. Leaking stuffing box: If equipped, a steady drip 
from an improperly adjusted stuffing box (the 
“packing” around the prop shaft) has been known to 
swamp a boat. 

Five Reasons Boats Sink at the Dock in the Spring 

BY: Captboatsafe   

Ship's Store Going Online  

BY: P/C Steve Cohen  

The Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron's Ship 
Store will soon be available "Online".  What this 
means is you'll be able to purchase items from the 
online store like sport shirts, hats, jackets, etc. at 
your leisure.  When the site becomes available, 
you'll just go to our own website and click on the link 
to the Ship's Store.  The link will take you to a 
secure customized site which is hosted by 
Commodore Uniform.  Select the item, size, color 
and provide your billing information and Commodore 
Uniform will fulfill your order.  All items you select 
from our online store will be embroidered with our 
new logo.  The online store should be available in a 
few weeks for you to purchase items for this summer 
boating season.  So watch your mail for our launch 
date!  
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buoyancy of similarly-rated foam life jackets, and are 
also are better in terms of righting a person in the 
water, when compared to some other traditional 
types. 

4. Inflatable life jackets are too expensive – 
Inflatable life jackets start at under $100. That is a 
real expense for some, but consider that a cheap life 
jacket that no one will want to wear is as useless as 
a hook without the worm. Belt pack types tend to be 
less expensive than suspender style, while 
automatically-inflatable types or those with extras 
like an integral sailing harness increase the price. 

5. Inflatable life jackets are uncomfortable – 
Baloney! Inflatable life jackets are compact, don’t 
trap body heat, give full body movement, and can be 
as unobtrusive as small bait pouch attached to your 
belt. Look for one that has a neoprene chafe guard 
around the neck and one that can be adjusted to 
prevent it from shifting from side to side. 

I 
nflatable Life Jackets, which automatically or 
manually inflate with the tug of a pull cord, 
have been around over 25 years, but there 
are still quite a few misperceptions about 

how these life saving devices work. The BoatUS 
Foundation set out to debunk some of the myths: 

1. Inflatable life jackets are zero maintenance 
– Let’s face it, pretty much nothing on a boat is 
zero maintenance. Before you head out for the 
day, simply check to ensure the CO2 cylinder is 
screwed firmly in and you can see the green 
indicator tab. Once a year, take it out and blow it 
up with your mouth, wait overnight, inspect for 
wear and check for leaks. Repacking is a task 
made simple – a few folds and a tuck – as 
instructions are found printed inside the cover 
flap. Most life jackets that automatically inflate 
when you hit the water also have small 
dissolvable components that periodically need 
replacement, but it’s a simple process. A 
rearming “kit” comes with everything you need. 

2. One size fits all – While most inflatables are 
sized as “universal adult,” all have adjustable 
cinch straps that will provide a good fit for nearly 
every size of grown-up on the boat. Inshore-type 
jackets tend to be less bulky and are more 
compact than those jackets designed for offshore 
use. There are no inflatables for kids under 16, 
but the BoatUS Foundation is working with other 
national boating safety groups and the US Coast 
Guard to increase support for inflatable jackets 
that are more suitable for kids. 

3. Not a lot of choices – Actually, there are. 
Once you get past a range of colorful designs, 
there are two basic styles of inflatable life jackets: 
over-the shoulder suspender-style and waist-
fitting belt pack. All US Coast Guard-approved 
inflatable life jackets have a mark showing its 
type and how it should be used. A big advantage 
is that inflatables can provide nearly twice the 

Five Inflatable Life Jacket Myths: Do You Know the Truth? 

Here in the US, almost all the boxed milk I've found 
has been the Parmalat brand, available in 2% and 
whole milk. The tops shown in the photo are the 
most common. You flip the plastic back and pull a 
foil tab off to open the box, then flip the plastic top 
back to close it - it sort of clicks into place. On a 
boat, though, that little plastic flip top can easily 
jostle open in the refrigerator or cooler. If you're 
going to be in fairly protected conditions, you can 
just put a piece of duct tape over the top; I usually 
transferred the milk to an old clean juice bottle with a 
screw top. 
 
Before opening a new box, be sure to shake it up 
well in case any of the milk solids have settled. And 
then just use as you would any other milk!  
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A 
s gas prices near the $4 a gallon mark, 
people on the road aren't the only ones 
taking a hit. 

In the Ocean City area, the boating 
industry is feeling the effects of seemingly ever-
rising fuel prices, too. Ocean Pines resident Stan 
Mawyer watched his boat transport business 
come to a screeching halt in the past year. 

"It's totally arrested," he said. "It's just not 
happening." 

Mawyer, who runs Chesapeake Yacht Services, 
said while he continues to offer boating lessons 
and repairs, the yacht delivery that made up the 
bulk of his business has come to a stop. In the 
past, he explained, he and his four hired captains 
would make several trips a year from the 
Chesapeake Bay area to Florida, delivering 
yachts to customers' winter homes. Many of 
them, he said, would even use their yacht as a 
Sunshine State condominium for the winter. 

As gas prices have increased and the economy 
has not improved, customers have stopped 
asking Mawyer to make the trip. 

"I haven't done that in the last year," he said. 
"Before, I was slammed." 

Mawyer said some of the boats he'd delivered to 
Florida used more than 100 gallons of diesel fuel 
an hour on what could be a 1,000 mile trip. 

"People can rent a condo for less," he said. 

According to AAA Mid-Atlantic, gas prices are 
expected to rise to somewhere between $4 and 
$4.25 this spring. While they are expected to 
reach that point by April or May, they should stay 
level through the summer, according to AAA Mid-
Atlantic public affairs specialist Christine Delise. 
She said prices traditionally rose in the spring, as 
oil refineries switched from an inexpensive winter 
gas blend to the more expensive and 
environmentally friendly summer blend. 

"Prices are expected to peak by late April or early 
May and then retreat in the second half of the 
year," she said. 

Gas prices take toll on boaters 

Last year, in Maryland, prices hit their highest on 
May 12 at $4.04 before dropping in the second part 
of the year to reach $3.18 in December, Delise said. 

While gas prices are already about 30 cents higher 
now than they were this time last year, Mawyer said 
he doesn't expect that to deter the average pleasure 
boater from taking to the water once a week or so. 
He said the typical pleasure boater puts less than 
100 hours a year on his or her boat -- many of his 
Pines neighbors, he added, probably didn't spend 50 
hours a year on their boats. 

Although most pleasure boats burn between two and 
four gallons of gas an hour, because they are lightly 
used, Mawyer said increased gas costs will make 
little difference. 

"I honestly don't think it's going to change people's 
boating habits that much," he said. "Most people use 
their boat once a week. It's not going to make that 
much difference." 

Charter fishermen, on the other hand, will suffer, 
Mawyer said. 

"I'm sure they will have to raise prices," he said. 

Greg Ignash, captain of the 48-foot Reel Addiction, 
said he's not only had to increase prices in recent 
years, but has also adopted a fuel surcharge policy 
in case of jumps in gas prices. He said most local 
marinas bought fuel in bulk so the price charged 
would depend on when they bought it. 

The system, he said, meant that a spike in fuel 
prices could have boaters seeing a 30-40 cent price 
jump within a week. 

Ignash said that with current gas prices close to $4, it 
costs him more than $1,000 in fuel for a day of 
offshore fishing. He said many charter boat owners 
have simply given up. 

At the Ocean City Fishing Center, where he docks 
the Reel Addiction, Ignash said there were close to 
50 boats in years past. Now, there are less than half 
that. 

"Everybody quits because they can't make a go at it," 
he said. "There are very few of us left." 

BY: Delmarva Now  
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U.S.C.G. sinks unmanned 164-ft fishing 
vessel set adrift by tsunami over a year ago...  

Set Adrift 
According to 
the U.S. 
Coast 
Guard, the 
Japanese 
fishing 
vessel 
RYOU-UN 
MARU was 
sighted by the Canadian coast guard more than a 
week ago in Canadian waters. The vessel drifted 
into U.S. waters last Saturday near Southeast 
Alaska. The fishing vessel has been drifting 
unmanned at sea, presumably since the 
Fukushima earthquake and tsunami which 
occurred in March of 2011. 
 

Ghost Ship Is A Potential Threat 
Earlier this week, the Coast Guard was still 
assessing the situation, but you could see where 
it was going. “The unlit and unmanned vessel, 
which was originally being monitored by 
Canadian authorities, is now drifting through high 
traffic shipping lanes in U.S. waters and has 
become a potential threat to mariners,” said Capt. 
Daniel Travers, D17 chief of incident 

Coast Guard Sinks Ghost Ship 
management. 
"We are 
tracking the 
vessel and 
working with 
federal, state 
and local 
agencies to 
ensure the 
safety of the maritime transportation system and the 
marine environment.” 
 

Eliminating The Threat 
By Thursday, after another vessel was far enough 
away from the scene, the Coast Guard began its 
action to eliminate the threat. Looks like they also got 
in some good target practice. In the first picture below, 

the Coast Guard Cutter Anacapa crew fires explosive 
ammunition at the Ryou-Un Maru 180 miles west of 
the Southeast Alaskan coast. In the 2nd picture below, 
the adrift Japanese fishing vessel shows significant 
signs of damage. 

 
The derelict fishing 
vessel sank at 6:15 
p.m. on April 5, 2012 
in 6,000 feet of water.   
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Change of Watch 2012 



Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Lt/C Walter Meissner, SN 

    34 Raynor Road 

    Morristown, NJ 07960‐2517 
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Calendar 

Mon. May 21 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Mon. June 18 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Wed. June 20  Fire Ext. Training Morris County Police & Fire Academy 

Sat. July 21  Sail Power North  TBA 

Sat. Sept. 8 Fall Clam Bake - S/P Day South Shore Acers Club 

Mon. Sept. 17 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Fri. Oct. 12 Fall Membership Meeting  New Vernon Fire HQ 

Mon. Aug. 20 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 



Lackawanna	Sail	&	Power	Squadron	

Fire	Extinguisher	Training

YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO MISS THIS TRAINING 

L 
ackawanna has scheduled one of our most popular yearly activities.  
Fire extinguisher training at the Morris County Fire and Police Acade-
my.  Please contact Rich Pfaff or Greg Knof to reserve your spot.  This 
event fills up early and space is limited (15 persons).  Please bring 

one of your own fire extinguishers if you have them (extinguishers will also be 
provided by the academy).  YOU NEED TO PRE-REGISTER.  

Contact: 

Rich Pfaff  973 334‐6910 

richard.pfaff@lackawanna.org  

Greg Knof  973 335‐7960 

gregory.knof@lackawanna.org 

Lackawanna Sail & 
Power Squadron 

	

www.lackawanna.org	

Wed.,	June.	20th		

6:00PM	SHARP	

Directions 

Take 1-80 to 1-287 south to exit 36 (Ridgedale Avenue). Turn right onto 
Ridgedale Ave and at the second additional traffic light turn left onto East 
Hanover Ave. Proceed through 6 additional lights. (This becomes West Han-
over Ave at Rt 202 in Morris Plains.) Follow West Hanover Ave, at top of hill 
will be the County facilities on both sides. Turn right into the Academy drive-
way at the traffic light.  

ONCE YOU ARRIVE THE ACTIVITY IS HELD IN THE FAR BACK OF 
THE ACADEMY.  PLEASE DRIVE ALL THE WAY TO THE BACK 

Morris County Fire & 
Police Academy 

500 West Hanover Avenue, 
Parsippany,  NJ 07054 

For Mapquest & Google Map searches, 

use Morris Plains 07950  


