
Hi Lackawanna Members and Friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe that another summer has gone by and fall is upon us.  I 
hope there will be some good fall weather conducive to boating with time 
to do repairs during a nice fall.  During the summer members of Lackawanna 
took part in a raft up at Liberty State Park followed by dinner on the light 
ship at Liberty Landing Marina.  There was lots of good food and drink and 
fellowship.  Tom Gilbert, Brian Rogers and Kevin Wanner brought their 
boats.  Many thanks to all those who helped make the day a success – 
especially those who hauled things up and down the stairs of the ship and 
Kasha Costello who arranged the preparation of the food.  I’m not sure if 
you will receive this note before the next activity, the clambake at Carrie 
Markham’s house on September 19th.  Read on to see why. 
 
LSPS will have a number of activities in the fall and winter – including an 
October 23rd meeting with a speaker and a holiday party on December 4th.  
Both of these dates are changes from the original dates listed in the roster, 
so please change your calendars to reflect the changes and plan on joining in 
the activities.  Also, there will be some  classes that you might consider 
taking to improve you boating skills. 
 
So far this year has proved to be a challenging one for me as there have 
been snags along the way – the least which was an Admin officer who was 
working with only nine fingers.  Tom Gilbert broke the index finger 
(OUCH!!!!) on his right hand and he had surgery in July.  You may have 
noticed that there was no Totem or website update recently. This due to the 
resignation of Anthony Pisano who left the squadron for business and 
personal reasons. (MANY THANKS TO ANTHONY FOR MANY YEARS OF 
FAITHFUL SERVICE TO THE SQUADRON).  So a new Totem editor had to be 
found and a newer member, Jeanne Napier , has stepped up to do the job!  
The website has some issues to resolve and Lackawanna needs a person to 
handle this job and keep the website updated.  ANY  VOLUNTEERS??????? 
 Hope to see you at fall and winter activities. 
 
Maureen 
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Dates to Remember 

October 19, Monday Executive Committee Meeting Madison Community  House 

October 23, Friday Fall Membership Meeting New Vernon Firehouse 

November 16, Monday Executive Committee Meeting Madison Community House 

December 4, Friday Holiday Party New Vernon Firehouse 

December 21, Monday Executive Committee Meeting Madison  Community House 
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Boat with Long History to Relaunch in South Amboy 
 

 

The Suzy Wong has had a tumultuous life full of ups 
and downs, crests and troughs, but the one constant 
through all of that has been the open seas. 
 
Built in Hong Kong, Suzy first saw the sea in 1960, 
when four adventure-seeking American soldiers 
brought it on a 17-month voyage across entire oceans 
to Miami. 
 
In America, it sailed with conservative author William 
F. Buckley Jr. in boat races to Bermuda and Halifax for 
16 years. Afterward, Suzy got tangled with a shady 
sailor named  Glen Schroeder. 
 
Schroeder was arrested in June 1993 in Barnegat Light 
for allegedly smuggling drugs between the United 
States and the Caribbean. Suzy was taken in by the 
DEA after agents found two pounds of marijuana on it. 
The boat has not seen open water since. 
 
 

 

Budd Lake resident Dan Beltram1, 75, searched for a boat to restore and 
live on after retirement with his wife of 54 years, Maureen. He wanted a 
classic sailing boat with a history and pedigree, but they aren't usually 
sold in public. "They don't advertise these kind of boats," Beltram said.  
 
He and his wife searched up and down the East Coast, from Maine to 
Florida, for 13 years before finding it — Dan knew right away that it was 
the one just by looking at it. And because his wife didn't tell Dan "this is 
ridiculous" upon laying eyes on it.  
 
The boat was practically in their own backyard in Forked River. The boat 
is a 41-foot Sparkman & Stephens yawl — a two-masted fore-and-aft-
rigged sailboat with its mizzenmast — the lowest mast on a boat — 
placed so far aft that its boon hangs off the stern. Its name was the Suzy 
Wong. 
 
Restoring the Suzy Wong proved more difficult as Dan and Maureen 
uncovered more and more rot on the boat. What started as a weekend 
project with his wife consumed Dan's Fridays, then Thursdays, as well as 
he approached retirement. Beltram supposed the project would take 
three years, but it ended up taking 11. 
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1 Dan was Commander of LSPS during the 1989-1990 Bridge year and Dan and Maureen were active 

members.  



Boat with Long History to Relaunch in South Amboy 
 

 
Beltram restored all 98 frames of the 
boat, reinforced each with over 4,000 
brass bolts and removed and refurbished 
over 500 pieces of teakwood decking. 
 
He also had to build a weatherproof 
structure to house it and an elaborate 
pulley cradle to place the engine 
correctly. Dan's son-in-law, Emil Stoessel, 
and a close friend, Ray Ambrosi, also 
helped out on the project. 
 
"There was just a lot of help from a lot of 
people," said Dan. Bill Lockwood, of 
Lockwood Boat Works, also had a hand 
in bringing the boat back to life. 
 
Thanks to the combined efforts of those 
involved, the Suzy Wong will be 
relaunched at 11 a.m. July 25 out of 
Lockwood Boat Works, 1825 Route 35, 
South Amboy. 
 

Beltram first went boating at age 13, when he and a cousin went out on Oyster Bay in a Lightning, a 
sloop-rigged dinghy that coincidentally was also designed by Sparkman & Stephens. 
Since then, he sailed throughout the Caribbean, the Antilles, the Bahamas and all along the 
Northeast coast of America. 
 
Dan put away his sea legs to devote more attention to college, then his wife, then his children, as 
each came into his life. When his children reached their teens, Dan returned to the sea to show them 
the ropes. 
 
Dan likes sailing because it's an inexpensive mode of travel. You don't need an engine or gas to travel 
to exotic locales, just the wind, he said. 
When the wind whispers against the sails and billions upon billions of stars glisten overhead, sailing 
can hold a kind of serenity, Dan said. 
 
"It's just peaceful and soothing," he said. 
 
But when the weather picks up and the only thing moving you forward is "God's given wind," sailing 
becomes an adventure. 
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Boat with Long History to Relaunch in South Amboy 

The Suzy Wong was built by four American soldiers — 
Walter Banks of Tennessee, George Todd of Trenton, 
Stephen Jackson of New York and Paul Cardoza of 
California — who served together in Japan and talked 
about sailing a boat around the world. 
 
She was named for a publicity agent for the film "The 
World of Suzie Wong" who knew one of the soldiers and 
offered the quartet $50 for every port-of-call at which 
they mentioned in the movie. Suzy, the soldiers and their 
white chow chow pup set off on their 26,000-mile journey 
from Junk Bay, Hong Kong. 
 
They sailed through the South China Sea, into the Indian 
Ocean, up through the Red Sea and Suez Canal into the 
Mediterranean and out through the Strait of Gibraltar and 
across the Atlantic before landing in Miami. 
After 34 ports, they made over $1,500. 
 
 It was not all smooth sailing. Suzy met locusts, near-gale-force winds and a number of 

disastrous setbacks, including the loss of its boom one day out of Tripoli, forcing it to sail to 
Malta on its mizzen sail. 
The sailors cataloged their journey in the book "Voyage of the Suzy Wong," written by one of 
the sailors, Stephen Jackson. 
 
After its grueling journey, Suzy was bought by William F. Buckley Jr., who used it for races. It 
would go through a number of owners before being bought by Schroeder. After being taken in 
by the DEA, it was auctioned, then left to rot at the Silver Cloud Marina in Forked River. That's 
where Dan found it. 
 
When all the work on the Suzy Wong was finally done and it was taken out of the weatherproof 
shelter, Ray, an emotional guy, according to Dan, had tears in his eyes. It was the first time the 
boat had seen the sun in 11 years, said Dan, adding that he was filled with pride. 
 
"You never really truly own the boat," Dan said. "You're a caretaker.“ 
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The Raft Tie at Liberty State Park 
On Saturday, July 1st LSPS held a raft up at Liberty State Park.  Tom Gilbert, Brian Rogers and 
Kevin Warner brought their boats.  Tom and Kevin brought members from Liberty Landing 
Marina and Brian put his boat in at the park boat ramp.  About 20 members gathered on the 
boats for conversation and fun before returning to the marina dinner.    The dinner was on the 
light ship anchored there.  A good time was had by all – Take a look at the photos 
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The Raft Tie at Liberty State Park 

(Remember when?) 


