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W 
elcome to Fall.  The 

summer seemed short 

since the boat was not in 

the water until mid 

summer mainly because of our concern 

about debris in the bay and work that 

had to be done on the boat.  But we did 

get her in and found time to go out on 

her. They have done a good job of 

cleaning up the bay, but we don’t venture 

up the bay by the Mantoloking Bridge. 

In July, many enjoyed the Sail Power 

North rendezvous followed by dinner at 

the Parc Restaurant.  In September we 

held Sail Power South at Carrie 

Markham’s home in Toms River.  The 

weather was perfect, the food was great 

and the view was fantastic.  Those who 

did not attend missed out on our best 

Clam Bake yet.  We were happy that 

members of other squadrons were able 

to join us.  It gave everyone a chance to 

meet each other.   We are hoping that all 

the squadrons can not only enjoy each 

other’s company, but work together to make 

District 4 and National stronger and better.  I 

am trying to attend more events held by 

other squadrons when possible. 

The beginning of September, Ray Nylander, 

Chris Windeler, Rich and I attended the 

Governing Board Meeting in San Antonio, 

TX.  They had several good breakout 

sessions and I hope I will be able to utilize 

what I learned there. 

Our Fall Meeting will be on October 18th at 

6pm for dinner and our speaker is our own 

Maureen Medure who recently visited Cuba.  

She will share her experiences there, since 

most of us do not know much about Cuba.   I 

am looking forward to her very informative 

presentation. 

The District 4 Conference will be on 

November 2nd at the San Carlo Restaurant 

in Lyndhurst.  It is a one day conference and 

should be very interesting.  There is no 

BY: Cdr Elaine Pfaff, AP 
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L 
ackawanna Sail & Power Squadron host-

ed two events during the summer.  The 

first event was in July and the second in 

September.  The weather cooperated 

and both days were beautiful with calm seas. 

 

On Saturday, July 20th five boats rafted up at a 

calm anchorage alongside Liberty State Park for 

Sail/Power North.  Tom Gilbert sailed from Liberty 

Harbor on Summer Wind  with Maureen Medure 

and  Steve & Barbara Weinerman on board.  His 

boat served as the anchor boat.  Joining the raft 

up was Kevin Wanner on Stingray.  Ken Heller 

cruised down from Haverstraw on Avanti with Walt 

Meissner and Jay Lipper serving as crew.  Brian 

Rogers had Chuck McCulloch as crew on Blues 

Traveler and ferried Diane Gilbert to the raft up. 

Larry and Jeannie Haber joined the gang on their 

boat, Promises.  Also, on board the boats were 

Elaine and Rich Pfaff; Carol and Frank Gingerelli; 

Greg Knof and Anthony Pisano.  When the raft up 

broke up the Habers headed to their home port 

and the others headed to Maritime Parc for dinner.  

Jackie Lipper joined us for dinner there. 

 

Sail/ Power  South took place on September 21th 

at Carrie Markham’s home at Shelter Cove in 

Toms River.  Carrie had done a lot of work to re-

store her house following SANDY.  Rich Pfaff ar-

rived on his boat, Changes in Attitudes  with Greg 

Knof and Frank Gingerelli serving as crew.  They 

anchored out in the cove and came ashore using 

the Pfaffs’ paddle boat as they had previously 

checked out the cove and determined they could 

not use a dinghy. This event was our annual Clam 

Bake which had been held over the past few years 

at Shore Acres.  The club house was destroyed by 

Education Corner 

F 
all is upon us and, like the tide, 

courses are starting up.   

Weather has already started.  Tom 

Gilbert has three students and is 

teaching at Maureen Medure’s house.  Cost is 

$85. 

Advanced Piloting, continuing from last 

spring, is doing a final review before taking the 

exam. 

Junior Navigation has five people registered 

and books are in.  Carl Smith and Bob Fahey 

will teach the course.  Bob will join the course 

after Navigation finishes.  Course will meet on 

Thursdays, beginning October 3
rd,

 in Chatham 

at Carl’s house.  If anyone else is interested, 

please let me know ASAP.  Cost is $120. 

Navigation.  Bob Fahey will be teaching this 

course at his house.  The current plan is to 

teach the course to those who have already 

started the course but have not finished it.  

Course will begin on Thursday, October 10
th
.   

Sail is scheduled for this fall.  Anybody inter-

ested?    

Seamanship.  Larry Haber is the scheduled 

instructor.  Course has three students and is 

scheduled to start on Thursday, October 10th.  

The course will meet in Randolph.   Cost is 

$70. 

ABC and Seminars are still a schedule in pro-

gress.  ABC will probably start mid-October. 

All inquiries should come to Meg Smith, SEO at edu-
cation@lackawanna.org or 973-635-7576. 

BY: Meg Smith, JN   

Sail/Power Day North & South 2013 

BY: Maureen Medure  
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Tappan Zee Bridge Construction 

T 
he Coast Guard established special no-
boating zones on the Hudson River 
because of construction on the Tappan 
Zee Bridge, but the site of a crash that 

killed two people and injured three others in July 
was not included in the restricted area. 

The “regulated navigation area” will extend 300 
yards north and 200 yards south of the existing 3-
mile bridge, officials told the Journal News on 
Friday. 

The zones do not include the navigation channel, 
which is marked by lighted buoys and passes 
beneath the superstructure of the bridge. Also not 
included are four barge mooring fields, which 
include the site of a fatal boat crash last summer. 

The Coast Guard said the site of the crash will 
stay outside the regulated areas because the 
vessels are stationary, but that did not make a 
difference on Sunday when one of those 50-foot 
stationary barges broke loose from its mooring 
and drifted nearly a mile, again raising safety 
concerns. 

The runaway barge broke away from its mooring 
on the Rockland side of the river near the bridge 
sometime Sunday evening. Officials say they 
aren’t sure how it came loose, but police don’t 
believe it was deliberately let go. 

Dean Taucher told the Journal News that at first 
he thought the stationary barge had been 
relocated, but he quickly saw that it was moving. 

“I thought, ‘That’s not a good thing, considering 
what happened with that terrible accident.’ 
Somebody’s got to be paying more attention to 
these things,” Taucher said. 

On July 26, bride-to-be Lindsey Stewart and her 
groom’s best man, Mark Lennon, were killed after 
the speedboat they were riding in at night 
slammed into a construction barge operated by 
Tappan Zee Constructors, the builder of the new 
bridge. The New York state Thruway Authority, 
still waiting to close on a federal loan, will sell 

more short-term bonds to pay for the ongoing 
construction of the new $3.1 billion Tappan Zee 
Bridge, according to the Daily Record. 

The Nyack, N.Y., man charged with vehicular 
manslaughter and vehicular assault in connection 
with the July boat crash is due in Town Court today. 
His lawyer tells the Journal News the appearance is 
procedural because the defense has not received a 
grand jury notice. 

The family of the two killed have said that a poorly lit 

construction barge caused the crash, not 35-year-old 

JoJo John. Authorities said John was operating a 

boat while intoxicated, but county officials say they 

don’t know when the results of a toxicology test will 

come back. Authorities maintained that the barges 

were properly lit, although the Thruway 

Authority added lights to the barge after the crash. 

T 
he Nature Center of Cape May starts up its popular, 
annual series of Harborside Chats again Thursday 
with a talk by Bob Elwell, a former mayor whose 
family has a long history around Cape May. 

 
And that's helpful because Elwell's topic in his talk will be 
local history - particularly the maritime history of the Cape 
May area. 
Elwell says he plans to focus especially on the history of the 
Schellen-ger's Landing area - which is probably fitting be-
cause this inaugural Harborside Chat will be right in Schel-
lenger's Landing, instead of in the series' standard home 
across the harbor. 
 
The Nature Center has a construction project going on in its 
Charlotte Todd Education Hall, where it generally welcomes 
people into these Harborside Chats - which can range from 
history programs to talks by artists on their art to presenta-
tions by the Jersey Cape Beekeepers about what they do to 
local winemakers discussing their profession and products. 
 
The organizers have several "more they're lining up, but they 
don't have them set in stone yet," says Mark 
Allen, of South Jersey Marina, where the 

History On The Harbor 

BY:  Martin DeAngelis , Press of AC 
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Merit Marks 

T 
he Lackawanna Squadron and 
the United States Power 
Squadrons (USPS) appreciate 
the work you have done to 

make 2013 a successful year.  A Merit 
Mark is the formal way that USPS rec-
ognizes you and expresses its apprecia-
tion.   

To receive a Merit Mark for 2013, please 
describe the Services Performed (tasks) 
and numbers of hours for each task in 
correspondence to the bridge officers 
responsible for the tasks.  The corre-
spondence can be in a convenient form 
(email, Word, snail mail …).  If different 
tasks are within the responsibility of 
more than one officer, send appropriate 
correspondence to each officer.  If the 
work was done before Change of Watch 
in April, send correspondence to the pri-
or officer and to the current officer.  If 
the work is planned to be done in No-
vember or December, send information 
about the plans.   

Our bridge officers will aggregate and 
review the information, and send it to 
our Commander who will review and 
send it to me, the Merit Mark chairman. 
I will submit the recommendations for 
Merit Marks to USPS.   

Please send your correspondence to 
your bridge officers to be received no 
later than Friday, October 18, 2013.  
Don’t delay!   

Entertainment Books 

Support LSPS by buying a 
copy of the Entertainment 

Book for 2014.  

The cost is just $25 and 
there are books available for 

several different areas of 
NJ.  For more information or 
to purchase a book contact:  

Joan Watts at  

973-634-0591 

SANDY and Carrie graciously offered her house for 

the event.  She had hosted for many years previous-

ly.  The house has beach frontage on the bay.  Forty

-two people attended this event – LSPS members 

and members of other squadrons (Barnegat, North-

ern New Jersey, Shrewsbury and Staten Island).  

Billed as a “Clam Bake”, the food served included 

lobster, clams, crabs and chicken along with assort-

ed salads and dessert.  Everyone enjoyed the food 

and enjoyed connecting with other squadron mem-

bers on a sunny day by the water.  It was a great 

ending to the summer – with the end of summer 

coming fast on that day! 

LSPS offers thanks to Carrie;  Elaine& Rich Pfaff; 

Greg Knof;  Carol & Frank Gingerelli  and Brian Rog-

ers who did a lot of “heavy lifting” and to all the oth-

ers who lent a hand to make this a great event. 

Sail/Power Day (cont’) 

BY: P/C Richard Aiken, N  
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A 
re you putting your boat away for winter 
soon? Boat Owners Association of The 
United States (BoatUS) says recreational 
boat owners need to take special precau-

tions with E-10 gas and review their insurance policy 
before they put their boat to bed for a long winter’s 
nap. Otherwise, they may be in for trouble next 
spring when they try to start the engine: 
 
  
Keep ethanol at bay: Today it’s highly likely that your 
boat’s gasoline contains a mixture of up to 10% eth-
anol, which is known to damage engines and boat 
fuel systems, especially over the long winter storage 
season. If you have a portable gas tank on your 
boat, try to use as much gas as possible before you 
put the boat away at the end of the season. Any re-
maining gas or gas-and-oil mix that’s left in the port-
able tank can be put in your car or outdoor power 
equipment, respectively. The goal here is to use it up 
as quickly as possible. 
  
If your boat has a built-in gas tank that cannot be 
emptied, add a fuel stabilizer, and then fill the tank 
as much as possible, leaving just a smidgen of room 
for expansion. This will greatly reduce the amount of 
moisture laden-air that can enter through the tank’s 
vent and potentially condense on inside tank walls 
over the long storage season. The goal here is to 
prevent water from being absorbed into the gas and 
ethanol mixture, which if left unchecked, results in 
phase separation and damage to the boat’s fuel sys-
tem and motor. For a more detailed look at ethanol 
and winter storage, go to www.BoatUS.com/
seaworthy/ethanolwinter.asp. 
  
Look for “ice and freeze coverage” in your boat’s in-
surance policy: Many boat owners think they don’t 
have to worry about freeze damage if they live in 
temperate states or if they keep their boat in an in-
door, heated storage area in Northern states. But 
every year, BoatUS gets multiple freeze damage 
claims for boats in Southern states hit by a hard 
freeze and for boats stored in indoor facilities in 
Northern states where a storm took out the power. 
So the first rule of winter storage for any boat is to 
winterize it properly. 

Even then, small winterizing mistakes like not 
draining all of the areas of the raw water system 
can easily destroy an engine. For that reason, 
BoatUS recommends ice and freeze coverage 
just in case something got overlooked when the 
boat was winterized. Typically offered as a policy 
“rider” to boats stored in northern climates, it’s in-
expensive (BoatUS offers the add-on coverage 
for as low as $20) and can go a long way toward 
protecting you from a catastrophic engine loss. 
Ice and freeze coverage may also be a smart op-
tion for do-it-yourselfers who want peace of mind, 
or for trailer boaters who store their boat in a 
heated garage or travel between warm and cold 
states. 
  
However, there is a deadline to purchase this cov-
erage as most insurers don’t offer it once temper-
atures get cold, usually the end of October. 
BoatUS says that boats in warmer, temperate 
states often have this feature added to their policy 
automatically, but you should check with your in-
surer. For more information on boat insurance or 
ice and freeze coverage, go to www.BoatUS.com/
insurance or call 800-283-2883. 

Insurance and E-10 Gas 
BY: Scott Croft, Boat/US 

 

new Saltwater Cafe will host the first two Harborside 
Chats. "It will go on easily until Thanksgiving, but a lot 
depends on the crowds they get." 
 
The Saltwater Cafe is the freshly redone restaurant at 
the South Jersey Marina, in Schellenger's Landing, just 
on the Lower Township side of the Cape May city line. 
The marina was hit by a major fire in August of 2012, and 
the former Dock Mike's restaurant was burned out. 
 
The marina's owner, Rick Weber, switched from leasing 
the restaurant space to running it in-house, with the ex-
pertise of popular local restaurateurs Debbie and Phil 
John. The Saltwater Cafe also has started displaying art 
exhibits, in cooperation with the Gail Pierson Gallery in 
Cape May, and the first artist in the marina's new gallery 
will be the second speaker in the Harborside Chats se-
ries on Sept. 26. 
She is Kathy Fallon, a photographer from Scranton, Pa., 
who is represented in Cape May by the Gail Pierson Gal-
lery. 

History On The Harbor 

Cont’ on page 8 
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"She does lots of nautical, marine and environmental photog-
raphy, so she's a good fit for the Saltwater Cafe," says Allen, 
adding the cafe will host an artist's reception after Fallon's chat. 
 
That devastating fire at the South Jersey Marina adds to the 
long maritime history of Schellenger's Landing, which Elwell 
says takes its name from early settlers with that name - alt-
hough there are variations on the spelling. 
 
"It started out when the first Schellengers came to the area," 
said Elwell, 71, a retired Cape May County detective who also 
has done Harborside Chats on other local-history topics." There 
were lot of them - it wasn't just one family." 
 
Elwell says the story is the Schellengers "were following the 
whales down here" from Massachusetts. "A lot of them were 
related to the Pilgrims, actually. I guess they got down here and 
the whaling industry kind of faded out ... or they found some-
thing a little more lucrative and just stayed." 
 
There were Schellenger-owned lumberyards and general 
stores and many more businesses in Schellenger's Landing. 
 
The earliest railroad line to Cape May had a stop at Schelleng-
er's Landing - an area that is on both sides of the Cape May/
Lower Township line. 
 
"And once they dredged the harbor, which made it a good body 
of water to come in off the ocean, it really set things going in 
the Schellenger's Landing area," Elwell said, adding dredging 
was finished in 1908. 
 
There had been commercial fishing in the area before that - 
thanks to ice, local fishermen were sending their catch out of 
Schellenger's Landing in those railroad cars in the 1800s. But 
the dredging created a fishing boom, and Cape May's lucrative 
fishing fleet is based in Schellenger's Landing, which also is the 
home of the popular Lobster House restaurants-and-fish-
market complex. 
 
Elwell has much more maritime history to pass on, and the Na-
ture Center - just across the harbor from Schellenger's Landing 
in Cape May - will bring in many more speakers when its hall 
reopens next month. The Harborside Chats are free, but the 
Nature Center welcomes donations to its education-hall rebuild-
ing project. 
 
The Jersey Cape Beekeepers program, on Oct. 3, is a natural 
fit for the return to the Nature Center - because the group now 
has a working beehive at the Nature Center, which is an arm of 
New Jersey Audubon. 
 
So Allen promises people who go to that session should be 
able to see actual bees being busy as the humans in the bee-
keepers group talk about their hobby, and their passion. 
 
"But the hive is on the outside," Allen added. "You have to 

make that clear. There won't be loose bees in the building - you 

can watch the hive work through the glass." 

Edward and Amy O’Rourke live in 

Mendham.  Ted is a golf professional and 

they are starting their journey in boating.  

Ted is taking Weather this fall and Amy 

will be taking Seamanship.   

Christine Pye-Batocabe and son Armand 

live in Short Hills. Christine has not done 

much boating in quite some time.  She is 

looking to get started again.  

Kenneth Wong also lives in Short Hills 

Amanda and Tom Green live in Short 

Hills.  They are starting their journey in 

boating.  Amanda arranged for the ABC 

class to be given at the Millburn Library 

and also put a shout out about our class.  

Thanks to her, we had a full class. 

Elizabeth Huerta-Salas lives in 

Hackettstown.  She is also starting her 

journey into boating and will be taking 

Seamanship.  Elizabeth works in 

insurance. 

Jacqueline Lipper is the wife of our 

Secretary Jay Lipper.  Jackie has made 

our new Lackawanna Banner, for which 

we are very grateful.  It will be unveiled at 

our Fall Meeting.  

Let’s all meet them, greet them and make 

them feel at home in Lackawanna.   

Meet Our New Members 

BY: Cmdr Elaine Pfaff  

History On The Harbor 
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O 
f all the boating mishaps that can oc-
cur, sinking at the dock or mooring 
has to be the most common. It’s the 
only boating disaster I have ever wit-

nessed, and it’s a devastating experience—
even if you aren’t the boat owner. 

Many factors in a marina can contribute to a 
boat’s sinking. One solution mentioned in the 
Marine Electronics course is installing a high-
water alarm system in the bilge. 

You can install a high-water alarm yourself for 
under $100 and, depending on your resources 
and skill, perhaps much less. 

All you need is a float switch, some wire and a 
waterproof annunciator, preferably one produc-
ing upwards of 100 decibels with a tone that 
cannot be ignored. The purpose is to alert eve-
ryone that something is wrong and needs atten-
tion. 

First, find a spot in the bilge to mount the high-
water float switch. The spot must be accessi-
ble, free of debris and below the point at which 
there’s too much water to handle before the 
boat goes under. Usually the manufacturer or 
the marina where you bought your boat have 
personnel who can suggest the best spot and 
level. Don’t place the switch too low in the bilge 
because an alarm that activates too frequently 
will soon be ignored. You want to ensure the 
alarm goes off only when necessary. 

Available at most marine stores, float switches 
are pricey because they must be rugged and 
reliable. 

Mount the switch at your chosen location ac-
cording to the instructions from the switch man-
ufacturer. Use best practices to connect the 
switch to the wiring as suggested by the Ameri-
can Boat and Yacht Council. 

Attach the switch to the battery’s positive (+) 
terminal. Run a red wire from the battery termi-
nal, through a 5-amp fuse to one wire on the 
switch as shown in the diagram. Be sure to 

High-Water Alarm 
support the wire every few feet, and run it through 
the shortest distance possible from the battery to 
the switch. Do not run the wire through passage-
ways or through living spaces unless it is inside a 
conduit. 

Run another red wire from the other wire on the 
switch to the annunciator. Pay attention to the po-
larity on the annunciator. The positive terminal is 
painted red and the label shows a plus sign. 

Mount the annunciator on the outside of your boat 
high enough to reach, but out of the way of traffic 
that could knock it loose or dislodge a wire. 

Run a black wire from the annunciator the shortest 
route back to the battery and attach the black wire 
to the negative (-) battery terminal. Be sure to run 
this wire inside a conduit or inside the walls of your 
boat with other wiring. Support the wire every few 
feet. 

You have many sources from which to purchase 
annunciators. I chose Floyd Bell 
Inc.,floydbell.com. Having used their products be-
fore, I know they will survive harsh industrial envi-
ronments and provide a sound loud enough to 
alert you even over the din of machinery and ex-
haust fans. 

The company’s customer service department said 
the company will sell individual annunciators via 
credit card sales. These small, waterproof units 
are well suited for use in a marine environment. 
They produce a 103-decibel alarm that can be 
heard for quite a distance and is attention-getting 
at close range. 

For a person handy with tools and wiring, this is no 
more than a weekend job. If you leave your boat in 
the water at a marina, it could save you a huge ex-
pense. 

Just a note: ABYC suggests placing an annuncia-
tor in each sleeping area. I suggest you test one 
outside before putting a 103-decibel annunciator in 
the bedroom! 

BY: D/Lt/C David H. Osmolsk  

http://floydbell.com/
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Calendar 

Oct. 21 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

Nov. 2 D/4 Fall Conference San Carlo, Lyndhurst 

Nov. 18 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

Dec. 8 LSPS Holiday Party ??? 

Dec. 16 Exec Meeting Madison House, Madison 

Jan. 26 - Feb. 2 2014 National Meeting Jacksonville, FL 

   

   

charge for the meeting, but there is a charge of $50.00 

for breakfast and lunch.   

LSPS will be offering several classes and seminars this 

fall.  If you are not signed up for one, call Meg Smith.  If 

there is something you would be interested in let Meg 

know and possibly it can be offered in January or 

February. 

National is celebrating USPS’s 100th Anniversary from 

the end of January to February 2 at the Hyatt Regency 

in Jacksonville Florida.  Outside of learning a great deal, 

they are planning a celebration on Saturday night. 

While you are at your computer, go into National’s 

Website and click on Member Benefits.  You’ll find big 

savings.  You can print out a card for Office Depot and 

get big discounts.  If you are looking for a new car or 

pick-up, Ford is offering employee pricing to USPS 

members.  Don’t forget the boat insurance.  It offers 

discounts up to 37% for classes you take, boat safety 

checks and rebates for hauling your boat before a 

hurricane, such as Sandy.  These discounts can easily 

Message from the Commander (cont’) 

pay for your membership. 

Now for the most important thing I would like to remind 

you of - Merit Marks.  It is USPS’s way of recognizing you 

for all that you have done this calendar year.  Each of you 

who have helped, or will be helping until the end of the 

year, please put together a statement of what you did, 

when you did it, and how many hours it took.  Many of 

you work behind the scenes helping to make 

Lackawanna the outstanding squadron that it is.  We 

appreciate your help; without you Lackawanna would not 

exist.  So get the information to us.  We want to thank 

you and recognize you.  Send it to the chairperson or 

bridge member that you did it for.  If you do not know who 

to send it to, send it to me or Dick Aiken, who is the Merit 

Mark Chairman. 

Last but not least, thank you for giving me a good bridge; 

without you we would not be having a successful year.  

Members put a lot of time and work into Lackawanna, 

and I am proud to be working with them. 


