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I 
 don’t believe that summer is coming to 
an end and it is almost time to think 
about winterizing our boats.  Fortunately, 
I must say, it was a good summer.  Our 

summer started out doing Vessel Safety 
Checks at several marinas and our chairman, 
Ken Heller, said that we have done over one 
hundred checks this year.  

Our Administrative Officer, Brian Rogers has 
been very busy.  He did an excellent job 
planning the Sail/Power North Raft Up.  Once 
again, we were behind the Statue of Liberty 
on a beautiful day with good friends.  Larry 
and Jeanie Haber, Kevin and Ilona Wanner, 
Brian Rogers and Ken Heller brought their 
boats.  Go on to our Website and view the 
pictures.  If you didn’t attend, see what you 
missed.  Hopefully, you will join us next year.  
Brian also did an excellent job hosting the 
Sail/Power South Clam Bake held at the 
Shore Acres Club in Brick.  We had a good 
turnout, and everyone enjoyed the food.  At 
the Clam Bake, the Boarman Poster Contest 
judging was held at the Squadron level.  The 
winning posters will go to the District 
Conference for judging.  Winning posters at 

District will go to the National Conference in 
January.  There are monetary prizes at each 
level.  We are trying to teach Safe Boating, and 
this year we are emphasizing boating clean.  We 
hope that the children will take this information 
home with them, and even more so, remember 
the United States Power Squadron when it is 
their time to start boating. We must remember 
that today’s children are our future.  We must 
invest in them now, because later is too late. 
After the Clam Bake, everyone was invited back 
to the Commander’s home for wine and fruit 
where all relaxed and mingled and enjoyed good 
conversation.  We were lucky; it did not rain, but 
it was muggy. 

Other events that our squadron participated in 
were the two fishing trips sponsored by District, 
and the Haverstraw Rendezvous that was hosted 
by our own D/C Raymond Nylander.  Many of our 
squadron attended and the food was excellent.  
Think about this one for next year. 

As you all know, Education is why we exist.  With the 
loss of the Honeywell Teaching Center, finding new 
facilities has been a priority.  There have been several 
of you who have looked into different places.  This fall 
we will be teaching at the 

BY: Cdr Elaine Pfaff, AP 

The 
A publication of the Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Message from the Commander 

Fall Membership Meeting 

October 12, 2012 
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captains license.  See attached flier. 
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the diagnosis of modern systems, while also teaching 
the basics of engine layout and operation. Gasoline 
inboards, outboards, and diesel engines are taught in a 
way that reinforces the common aspects of how en-
gines work. Although modern engines use computer-
ized systems, the course covers those repairs that do-
it-yourselfers can still perform, teaches how to diag-
nose problems that might be beyond your ability to fix, 
and how to share information with your mechanic so 
the right repairs get performed. 

Instructor: Ken Heller 

Fee: $55 for USPS members, $75.00 for non-
members.   

Course location: Northern New Jersey Squadron 
headquarters located at St. Agnes Episcopal Church, 
65 Union Avenue, Little Falls, NJ 07424. 

 

To register for classes please email educa-
tion@lackawanna.org or call (973) 637-0477.  

 

If there are any other courses that you might be inter-
ested in, please let us know. If there are enough stu-
dents to make up a class, we will try our best to ac-
commodate you. 

 

Any further questions, please contact the Squadron 
Education Officer, P/C Kelley Fahey, SN at (973) 637-
0477 or at education@lackawanna.org. 

Education Corner 

N 
ow that fall is close at hand, it is time to think 
about furthering your boating education with 
our experienced USPS instructors. We will be 
offering the Seamanship, Piloting and Engine 

Maintenance courses to begin in October. Please review 
each course description and if you are interested in one 
of the classes, please email education@lackawanna.org 
or call (973) 637-0477 to reserve your place in the class.   

 

Seamanship (Tuesday nights at 7:00 PM, beginning Oct. 
9th) 

Building on the basics of recreational boating presented 
in the public boating course, Seamanship adds founda-
tional information for continuing your boater education. 
The course focuses on seamanship, boat handling and is 
full of highly useful and practical information including the 
skipper’s responsibilities, safety and how to handle boat-
ing emergencies, anchoring and mooring, docking tech-
niques, weather, lines and knots and considerations for 
cruising. This is a course for not just new boaters but long 
time boaters as well, both power boaters and sailors. All 
Squadron members are encouraged to take this course.   

Instructor: Larry Haber 

Fee: $55.00 for USPS members, $80 for non-members.    

Course location TBD – will either be in Morris Plains or 
Denville.  

 

Piloting (Tuesday nights at 6:45 PM, beginning Oct. 9th) 
Piloting is the first course in the sequence of USPS 
courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal and 
inland navigation. This course focuses on navigation as it 
is done on recreational boats today and embraces GPS 
as a primary navigation tool while covering enough of tra-
ditional techniques so the student will be able to find his/
her way even if their GPS fails. The course includes 
many in-class exercises, developing the student’s skills 
through hands-on practice and learning.  

Instructor: Bill Robinson 

Fee: $70 for USPS members, $95 for non-members.  

Course location: Montville Public Library            

 

Engine Maintenance (Wednesday Nights at 7:30 PM, to 
start the beginning of October) 

The EM course is one ten chapter course that stresses 

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
 

www.genpower.com 

BY: P/C Kelley Fahey   
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Sail / Power Day North 2012 

July 21, 2012 - NY Harbor 

Liberty Landing Marina 
Photos by: Rich Pfaff 



Youth Poster Contest 2012 

Totem Page 3B 

Photos by: Rich Pfaff 



Sail / Power Day South 2012 
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Line Choices 

S 
imple common sense tells you that 
increasing the number of dock lines means 
decreasing the chances that a boat will 
break loose. In the case of Hurricane Fran 

in 1996, a BoatU.S. catastrophe team that visited the 
landfall site in North Carolina estimated that as many 
as 50 percent of the boats damaged could have been 
saved by using more and better dock lines. The team 
collectively specified the need for lines that were 
longer, larger, arranged more sensibly, and better 
protected against chafe. This information appears in 
BoatU.S.’s publication "The Boater’s Guide to 
Preparing Boats & Marinas for Hurricanes," a useful, 
12-page booklet available at www.boatus.com. What 
you won’t find there is exactly what kind of line to use. 

Practical Sailor investigated nylon line recently. (See 
"Nylon Rope Endurance Test," December 2007.) After 
breaking several used docklines (some as old as 12 
years), testers found that some of the lines broke at 
one-third their ratings when new. This is due to UV 
degradation as well as the wear and tear of load 
cycling. Testers also determined that larger-diameter 
lines are definitely better. They have more mass to 
withstand chafe longer, and surging waters can move 
a boat so violently that dock lines stretched over a 
chock or rail will create sufficient heat to begin melting 
the fibers internally. The larger the line, the less 
stretch and the less chance of internal melting. 

In that December article, line experts at New England 
Ropes recommended three-strand nylon line for its 
elasticity (to absorb dynamic loading), toughness, and 
the ability to withstand physical abuse. Other studies 
have suggested joining nylon and polyester line in the 
same tether. Their argument: Nylon absorbs dynamic 
loading better, but polyester line (like Dacron) has 
shown better abrasion resistance and is less liable to 
heat-related failure. 

The authors of one study conducted by the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology on line chafe 
suggest connecting nylon and polyester ropes via eye 
splices in each, with the polyester portion leading 
through a chock or over the rail to the connecting 
splice. Anyone taking this approach should factor in 
roughly a 10-percent drop in line strength due to that 
splice. (Knots diminish line strength even more. 

Practical Sailor tests indicate that bowlines reduce line 
strength at the knot by about 30 percent.) 
 
With due care to splices, chafe gear, and unions, adding 
a polyester tether to cope with inevitable chafe points is 
viable. In Practical Sailor’s view, however, conservatively 
sized, new—or lightly used—high-quality, three-strand 
nylon line and superior chafing gear are a suitable, cost-
effective, and practical means of securing to fixed points 
ashore during a storm. To reduce elasticity or increase 
chafe protection, increase line size. 

Although three-strand nylon line has excellent elasticity, it 
is likely that a snubbing device to absorb shock loading 
will increase the line’s lifespan. There are numerous 
products on the market that have been developed to do 
that: Shockles (Practical Sailor March 1, 2004) and Bungy 
Schock Absorbers (Practical Sailor July 1, 2008) are 
among those products. (Tommie Springer snubbers, an 
Australian product reviewed in the June 2006 issue, 
seems to be off the market.) 
 
These products are generally designed to absorb some of 
the line strain in normal docking and anchoring 
conditions, and although we have load tested a few of 
them to their useful maximum, we have not used them in 
actual storm conditions. While some of the more rugged 
units should help reduce chafe and heat build-up in the 
early parts of a storm, they would likely break or stretch 
beyond their useful limit in a storm. Again, any knots or 
splices will weaken a system. 

A relatively new entry into the field are lines with 
integrated snubbers, such as those sold by Synergy 
Marine. Synergy offers braided polyester dock lines from 
half-inch to 1-inch diameters. The shock absorber is 
simply a section of bungee cord that is inserted during the 
braiding process. Practical Sailor has yet to test this 
product. 
 
Ultimately, the best storm strategy regarding dock lines is 
to make sure you keep new lines on hand for heavy-
weather applications. Go with the largest diameter that 
your boat’s cleats or deck fittings will accommodate, 
maximize chafe protection, and double up on each line.  



Page 5 Fall 2012  

A Neat Ship is A Safe Ship 

the injured man was air-lifted to a hospital where the 
anchor was safely removed.  
 
It is hard to imagine that these severe injuries would 
take place. Unfortunately, there are a myriad of 
potential accidents lurking amongst your poorly 
stowed equipment. Don’t be the one to discover a 
new bizarre story. Keep your gear stowed safely!  
Remember the old saying; “A place for everything, 
and everything in its place.”  

I 
mproperly stowed gear can not only be 
unsightly, but can damage your equipment 
and become a tripping hazard or worse. It isn’t 
fun to watch loose gear get caught in the wind 

and blown overboard. A cluttered deck is 
particularly dangerous in rough seas if loose gear 
is sliding around the deck.  
 
I hate reaching for a line that is fouled into a 
tangled mess. If you don’t have a line locker, it is 
easy to install a board with hooks on the inside of 
the gunwales to hang your coiled lines. Having 
those lines handy, life jackets at the ready, fire 
extinguishers mounted in a strategic spot, first aid 
kit close by in a dry location, and anchor line clear 
for instant use, are all little things that can help a 
rapid response to a developing situation. 
 
In the big picture of boating safety, properly 
stowed gear might seem a trivial issue, but I know 
of incidents that bring home its importance. In one 
case, a man and woman aboard a 40 foot 
pleasure craft were about to tow a smaller boat. 
While the woman was preparing the tow line, 
there was a slack length lying on the deck. She 
inadvertently stood amidst the loose line. As the 
towing boat started to move, this line coiled 
around her leg and lifted it into the air. This 
unfortunate deck hand took a severe fall and 
suffered an extreme injury. 
 
In another incident, three men were out for a day 
of fishing. At one point, they decided to move to 
another location. They pulled the anchor on board 
and left it lying on the bow above anchor locker. 
As the boat came up on plane, it bounced over a 
wave and the anchor slipped unnoticed back into 
the water. As the line played out, the anchor 
temporarily set on something. When the force of 
the boat caused the anchor to release, it 
catapulted forward toward the boat, and sank the 
shank of the anchor into the back of the head of 
an unlucky fisherman.  
 
Fortunately, the crew knew enough leave the 
anchor in the skull and radioed ahead. At the dock 
they were met by emergency medical teams and 

BY: Lt. Bill Hempel, USPS 

Getting Ready for A Hurricane 

W 
hile summer is a great time to go boat-
ing, in the coastal areas it is also the 
most dangerous of the seasons. Hurri-
canes and fast-approaching thunder-

storms are big concerns. Boaters need to be alert 
and do some advance plan-ning to minimize the 
threat these dangers present.  
Fortunately, thunderstorms are fairly easy to detect 
and track by radar. If you don't have radar in your 
electronics package, use your VHF to stay tuned to 
NOAA. If you have any suspicion of thunderstorm 
activity in the immediate area, NOAA will give you all 
the information you need. Knowing the exact posi-
tion, speed, and direction of an approaching storm is 
critical to the decisions you will make to avoid it.  

It is the hurricanes that are potentially the most dev-
astating storms, but they also give us the most warn-
ing. Like smaller storms, they are best dealt with 
through advance planning and preparation and don’t 
put preparations so far down the list that you can't 
get the job done in time. You don't want end up try-
ing to secure your boat in conditions that have al-
ready become adverse. 

At the beginning of hurricane season you should 
have and ready to use, all the things you need: fend-
ers, longer lines, heavier lines, larger anchor, or 
whatever your plan requires. If your dock is not a se-
cure place to tie down your 

Cont’ on page 7 
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M 
odern chemistry has presented us with 
new choices of sealants for everything, 
including the kitchen sink.  
 

The trick is to choose the right one and apply it cor-
rectly. Here are some hints on application: 
 
 When trying to form an even, good-looking bead with 

polysulfide, coat your fingers with liquid detergent and 
you can mold the sealant, after it skins over, without 
sticking. 

 
 Most pros pull a bead of caulk because of the control 

it offers. A good bead in the first place is better than 
the finger and detergent approach described above. 

 
 Polysulfides cure faster when wet. To speed up cur-

ing, adjust hose nozzle to fine spray and keep sealant 
damp. For smaller areas, use a spray bottle. 

 
 Sometimes a primer is needed before applying seal-

ant to some surfaces. Read labels carefully so you 
can buy needed primers and solvents before leaving 
the store. 

 
 It’s best to avoid caulking in cold weather. Both the 

caulk and the boat should be in moderate tempera-
tures for the best result. 

 
 Use underwater caulk on through-hulls to insulate, not 

just against leakage but against galvanic corrosion. 
 
 Marine polysulfide sealants help keep engine mount-

ing bolts from corroding or vibrating loose, and ease 
future removal. Put some on the threads before turn-
ing the nuts down. 

 
 If you carry an extra tube of marine silicone sealant 

aboard, you can jury rig any size gasket. 
 
 When making a hatch gasket from silicone sealant, 

place a bead on both surfaces, then cover with waxed 
paper and close hatch. Paper keeps gaskets separate 
as they cure. 

 
 Coat back sides of light fittings to seal wire ends (but 

not light bulb socket) to prevent corrosion. 
 
 For proper adhesion, seams in teak decking should 

be at least l/4-inch deep 
 
 

I 
f barnacles, slime and plant growth gain a foot-
hold on your boat’s bottom, performance will 
suffer. Your best line of defense: antifouling 
paints. These come in a variety of types to suit 

different applications and budgets. For most boats, 
we recommend an ablative or self-polishing paint. 
But even within that niche there are variables to 
consider, such as your location, how much you use 
your boat and how fast your boat is. Like most jobs, 
the key to success in applying antifouling paint lies 
with understanding the whole job and doing the right 
prep work. Use these tips before you start to paint. 

 

Previously Painted Boats 
Blast into Action 
Pressure washing ensures that all slime, barnacles 
and other growth are washed away. It will also re-
move much of the existing loose, flaking paint. 

Off With the Old 
Old paint that’s loose or flaking has got to go. Wear 
a dust mask or respirator and use a scraper to spot-
clean. If there’s loose paint all over, do a stripping 
job. Chemical strippers like Interlux Interstrip 299E 
($95/gal., westmarine.com) do the job. There’s also 
soda-blasting, which is more environmentally friend-
ly. But you’ll have to call in the pros. Plan on paying 
around $175 per hour. 

Stop That Leak! Prepping for Bottom Paint 

Cont’ on page 7 
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boat, you should pre-arranged safe dockage. This is 
also the right time to be sure you're carrying enough 
insurance coverage. 

Plan to act early, especially if you must move your 
boat to a different location. Remember that as the 
water level rises or drops, conditions will change dra-
matically. In marinas and canals, other boats that are 
tied down with cross--canal lines may obstruct you. 
Bridge clearances will be reduced, and bridges that 
normally open may stay shut to facilitate evacuations 
by road. Once the wind picks up, your escape route 
may become unnavigable. 

As you secure the vessel, do whatever you can to 
reduce wind resistance. Take down Biminis, sails 
and any other canvas. Make certain your battery is 
fully charged -- your bilge pumps may be called on 
for extra duty. Dock lines need to be long enough to 
allow for adjustment as the water level changes. 
They should also be adjustable from the dock not the 
boat. 

Bottom Paint (cont’) 

 

Boats with No Paint 
Decontamination  
If your boat’s new or has never been bottom-
painted before, get rid of any wax or residue by us-
ing a solvent like Interlux Fiberglass Solvent Wash 
202 (yachtpaint.com) or Pettit 95 Fiberglass 
Dewaxer (pettitpaint.com). Wipe on with a rag, fold-
ing it frequently so you don’t reapply the removed 
wax. 

Sandman 
Scuff the bottom with 80-grit paper. Wear a respira-
tor and protective clothing and glasses, and use a 
sander with a vacuum connection. You may be able 
to adapt a sander by removing the dust bag and 
using a hose clamp or duct tape to attach a Shop-
Vac hose. Never hold it in one place or you could 
go right through the gelcoat. 

Decontamination II 
After sanding, tack off using one of the aforemen-
tioned solvents, followed by a soap and water 
wash. After the bottom has dried, you’re ready to 
start rolling. 

Hurricane (cont’) 

VSC Day 2012 

VSC Chairman, 
Ken Heller  
reports 106 

checks so far 
this year Photos by: Anthony Pisano 



Totem Page 8 

Cumulus meaning “heap, a pile, an 

accumulation”  

 

Stratus meaning “spread out, flatten, 

cover with a layer”  

 

Nimbus meaning “rainy cloud”  

 

 

Variations of cloud types are created by combining 

the cloud’s shape/

description with the 

altitudinal names as 

a prefix or suffix. 

Cirros (high) 

or Cirro can be used 

with cumulus (heap) 

to indicate a 

cirrocumulus or 

high, lumpy cloud. 

Cirrocumulus clouds, 

sometime called “mackerel skies”, can indicate the 

approach of a hurricane in the tropics. It can also be 

used with stratus (flat, layered) as in cirrostratus to 

indicate a high, flat or layered cloud. 

Alto can also be used with cumulus and stratus to 

indicate altocumulus and altostratus which are 

middle altitude lumpy clouds and middle altitude 

layered clouds respectively. 

Nimbo or nimbus might be used 

with cumulus or stratus to indicate a cloud 

formation that is producing precipitation. These 

clouds could be either 

W 
ith all the current potential 

hurricane activity threatening the 

US, here is a reminder on how to 

“read” the weather to avoid 

finding yourself in a difficult 

situation. 

You should not leave the dock without first 

checking the local weather forecast. You can get 

weather information from TV, radio, your VHF 

radio and on the Internet. While on the water, 

your VHF radio is the best source for weather 

warnings. Even so, at certain times of the year 

weather can change rapidly and you should 

continually keep a “weather eye” out, especially 

to the west, in 

order to 

foresee 

changes 

which might 

be impending. 

Clouds are a 

tool you can 

use to predict 

or forecast 

weather. The type of cloud and direction of 

movement can warn you of weather changes that 

are imminent. Clouds are categorized by the 

altitude at which they appear and the shape that 

they take. 

This is not an in-depth study of clouds, but an 

attempt to simplify the subject for use by 

recreational boaters. 

It is helpful to remember the following definitions 

of cloud shapes: 

Weather 101 – What Clouds Tell Recreational Boaters (cont’) 

Cloud Group  Cloud Height  Cloud Types 
High Clouds 
= Cirrus 

Above 18,000 feet  Cirrus 
Cirrostratus 
Cirrocumulus 

Middle Clouds 
= Alto 

6,500 feet to 
18,000 feet 

Altostratus 
Altocumulus 

Low Clouds 
= Stratus 

Up to 6,500 feet  Stratus 
Stratocumulus 
Nimbostratus 

Clouds with verti-
cal growth 

   Cumulus 
Cumulonimbus 

Cont’ on page 9 
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cumulonimbus which would be a lumpy, 

vertically-rising rain cloud or nimbostratus which 

would be a sheet or flat-looking rain cloud. 

 

High clouds exist above 18,000 feet and are 

cirrus clouds. 

 

Cirrus clouds are the most common 

of the high clouds. They are 

composed of ice and consist of long, 

thin, wispy streamers. Cirrus clouds 

are usually white and predict fair 

weather. Sometimes called mares tails, they 

stream with the wind. By watching the movement 

of cirrus clouds you can tell from which direction 

weather is approaching. The appearance of 

cirrus clouds usually indicates that a change in 

weather will occur within 24 hours.  

 

Cirrostratus are sheet like, thin 

clouds that usually cover the entire 

sky. The sun or moon can shine 

through Cirrostratus clouds. 

Cirrostratus clouds usually come 12-24 hours 

before a rain or snow storm.  

Medium high clouds occupy altitudes of 6,500 

feet to 18,000 feet. These clouds are 

called alto clouds. Alto clouds are used to predict 

weather changes in 6 to 12 hours. 

 

An Altostratus cloud usually covers 

the whole sky. The cloud looks gray 

or blue-gray. The sun or moon may 

shine through an Altostratus cloud, 

but will appear hazy. An altostratus cloud usually 

forms ahead of storms with continuous rain or 

snow.  

Weather 101 – What Clouds Tell Recreational Boaters (cont’) 

Altocumulus clouds are grayish-white 

with one part of the cloud darker than 

the other. Altocumulus clouds usually 

form in groups. If you see Altocumulus 

clouds on a warm, sticky morning, be prepared for 

thunderstorms by late afternoon.  

Low clouds, called stratus clouds, are at 

altitudes up to 6,500 feet. These clouds form a 

solid sheet or layer of cloud mass. 

 

Stratus clouds are uniform gray in color 

and almost cover the entire sky. Light 

mist or drizzle is sometimes associated 

with Stratus clouds.  

Stratocumulus clouds are low, lumpy 

and gray. Most form in rows with blue 

sky visible in between. Precipitation 

rarely occurs with Stratocumulus clouds, 

however, in frontal weather they may turn to 

Nimbostratus.  

Nimbostratus clouds are dark gray with 

a ragged base. Rain or snow is 

associated with Nimbostratus clouds.  

Vertically developing clouds are 

the Cumulus type. These small, lumpy 

clouds are low “fair weather” clouds. 

However, as they develop vertically (by 

rising hot air) they may go from small, fair weather 

clouds to large, boiling, vertically-growing monsters 

called cumulonimbus.  

Cumulonimbus are generally known as 

thunderstorm clouds. High winds will 

flatten the top of the cloud into an anvil-

like shape. Cumulonimbus are 

associated with heavy rain, 
Cont’ on page 10 



Page 10 Totem 

snow, hail, lightning, and tornadoes. The anvil usually 

points in the direction the storm is moving.  

If you still can’t remember all of the cloud names and 
formations, you can always watch the clouds for two 
specific weather situations that indicate a high 
probability of a storm: 

1. A “lowering ceiling”: This means that the height of 
cloud formations continues to get lower and lower, 
usually caused by a warm front. As the ceiling lowers 
you will see clouds in the following order: 
 

Cirrus 
Cirrostratus 
Altostratus 
Stratus 
Nimbostratus – storm clouds! 

 
2. On the other hand, watch for cumulus (puffy) clouds 
that start to rapidly develop vertically to become 
cumulonimbus thunderstorm clouds. On hot and humid 
days, these storms occur over water as the radiant heat 
from the land absorbs moisture from nearby water and 
rises to produce thunderheads. These storms can also 
indicate a cold front and may be preceded by squall 
lines, a row of black storm clouds. Wind shifts 
unpredictably and accelerates dramatically. Lightning 
can occur for miles in front of a storm and after the storm 
appears to have passed. 
 

Other things to look for that indicate an approaching 
weather change: 

Weather changes generally come from the west so 
scan the sky with your weather eye, especially to the 
west. 

 
A sudden drop in temperature and change in the 
wind (increasing winds and/or seas) often means 
that a storm is near. 
If you have a barometer on your boat check it 
every two to three hours. A rapid drop in pressure 
means a storm is approaching. 

IF A STORM IS NEAR… 
 
Reduce speed and proceed with caution 
Put on PFDs. 
Close all hatches and ports. 
Head for the nearest shore that is safe to 
approach and duck into the lee of land. 
Put the bow into the wind and take waves 
at about a 40-45 degree angle. 
Watch for other boats and floating debris. 
Pump out bilges and keep dry. 

Change to a full fuel tank. 

If there is lightning, unplug electrical  
equipment and keep away from 
ungrounded metal objects. 
Secure loose items which could be tossed 
about. 
Keep everyone low in the boat and near 
the centerline.  

Weather 101 – What Clouds Tell Recreational Boaters (cont’) 
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Calendar 

Fri. Oct. 12 Fall Membership Meeting  New Vernon Fire HQ 

Mon. Oct. 15 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Wed. Oct. 17 Fire extinguisher training  Morris County Fire and Police Academy 

Mon. Nov. 19 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Sun. Dec. 2 Holiday Party ???? 

   

   

Sat. Nov. 3 District 4 Fall Conference  Best Western Plus, New Providence,  NJ  

I 
n addition to the LSPS course offerings which were 
just sent out, I also wanted to let you know that the 
Northern New Jersey squadron is also offering 
Cruise Planning this fall.   Please contact the in-

structor ASAP if you are interested in taking that course. 

 

Cruise Planning (Thursday nights) 

Designed for those who plan to cruise for just a day or 
for a year – in either a sail or powerboat – this course 
covers the following topics: cruise preparation and plan-
ning; boat and equipment; anchors and anchoring; se-
curity; chartering; cruising outside the United States; 
crew and provisioning; voyage management; communi-
cations; navigation; weather; and emergencies. The 
manual includes a twelve-month cruise planning time-
line. 

Cost: USPS members: $50.00. Non-members: $70.00.  

Chairman: Lt/C Stevens Stallsmith, AP  

Phone: 973-762-1641 

Email: sstallsmith@yahoo.com 

Montville Public Library and at the Northern New Jersey Sail & 
Power Squadron facility in Little Falls.  Some small classes will be 
taught at instructor’s homes and another at a members business.  
We are applying to teach at other facilities in the spring.  If you do 
not see a class you would like to take, don’t be bashful, get in touch 
with Kelley Fahey at kelley.fahey@lackawanna.org and perhaps it 
can be offered next season. 

Many of you have been looking for the Roster; I am happy to say 
that it will be arriving shortly. 

Watch for more information about the upcoming Fall Meeting, Fire 
Extinguisher Training on October 17th, the Fall District Conference in 
November and the Holiday Party in December. 

Anyone who has done work for Lackawanna should enter their 
information into the Merit Mark section on the Squadron Home Page.  
If you are not able to do this for any reason, please contact me and I 
will take care of it.  I know there are many of you who work behind 
the scene very quietly, and I do not want to miss anyone getting a 
Merit Mark who deserves it.  This has to be done before the end of 
October so that Artie Epstein can submit it to National.  The period of 
time considered is from January 1 to December 31. 

The Bridge is looking forward to seeing all of you at the Fall Meeting 
on October 12th.  This is a good time to see friends you did not see 
all summer, and share the latest news with them.  So plan on joining 
us; I am sure you will enjoy yourself.  See you in October. 

NNJ to offer Cruise Planning Commander (cont’) 



Lackawanna	Sail	&	Power	Squadron	

Fire	Extinguisher	Training

YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO MISS THIS TRAINING 

L 
ackawanna has scheduled one of our most popular yearly activities.  
Fire extinguisher training at the Morris County Fire and Police Acade-
my.  Please contact Rich Pfaff or Greg Knof to reserve your spot.  This 
event fills up early and space is limited (15 persons).  Please bring one 

of your own fire extinguishers if you have them (extinguishers will also be pro-
vided by the academy).  YOU NEED TO PRE-REGISTER.  

Contact: 

Rich Pfaff  973 334‐6910 

richard.pfaff@lackawanna.org  

Greg Knof  973 335‐7960 

gregory.knof@lackawanna.org 

Lackawanna	Sail	&	Power	
Squadron	

	
www.lackawanna.org	

Wed.,	Oct.	17th		

6:00PM	SHARP	

Directions 

Take 1-80 to 1-287 south to exit 36 (Ridgedale Avenue). Turn right onto 
Ridgedale Ave and at the second additional traffic light turn left onto East 
Hanover Ave. Proceed through 6 additional lights. (This becomes West Hano-
ver Ave at Rt 202 in Morris Plains). Follow West Hanover Ave, at top of hill 
will be the County facilities on both sides. Turn right into the Academy drive-
way at the traffic light.  

Morris County Fire & 
Police Academy 

500 West Hanover Avenue, 
Parsippany,  NJ 07054 

 



Detach here and return to: 

Brian Rogers 
52 Northwood Ave., Bridgewater, NJ 08807  

(908) 429-9197 or adminofficer@lackawanna.org 
 

Number of people attending ___________ x $15.00per person  
Total enclosed $_____________ (Please make check out to LSPS) 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 5th
 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 5th
 

Capt. Jack will be speaking about 
the benefits of getting your captains 

license.   

He puts on a course locally. 

Our menu will include:  

Gourmet Sandwiches, Salads, Dessert and Coffee.   

Please join us for a catered dinner and a featured 
talk by Captain Jack Gilbert 

Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron  

 

 

 
 

Friday, October 12, 2012 

6:30pm - 9:30pm 

New Vernon Fire House 


