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A 
s I write my first article as 
Commander of the Lackawanna 
Sail & Power Squadron (LSPS), I 
can’t help but think of all of the 

previous commanders and their message to 
members.  You see, I don’t want to sound 
like a broken record, but I’m afraid I must.   
 
First, thank you for allowing me to lead this 
truly great boating organization – but I’m sure 
you already know that.  In my five short years 
as a member of LSPS I have been on the 
receiving end of the experience, knowledge 
and friendship of the membership.  
 
I’m amazed how far I’ve come in terms of 
boating knowledge and safety.  It’s all due to 
the generosity of the members who were 
willing to share their time and knowledge with 
a newcomer.    
 
How did this all happen?  I got involved.  The 
easiest way for you to see what I mean is to 
attend one of our summer events.  Here are 
a few opportunities: 
 
Join us this year at our annual Fire 
Extinguisher Training Session on July 7th.  
It’s a great opportunity to use a fire 
extinguisher on a “real” fire.  And mark your 
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calendar for our Sail/Power Day North, which 
will be held at Beacon on the Bay on July 
17th in the Highlands.  All members with 
boats in the area should plan to join our raft-
up. 
 
Of course, don’t miss our Clambake at the 
Shore Acres Club in Brick on September 
11th.  Also known as Sail/Power Day South, 
it’s another opportunity to have some fun and 
enjoy lobster, clams, chicken and dessert.  
Feel free to bring your family and friends.  
 
For those of you looking for an extended cruise 
this summer, you can contact Chris Windeler for 
more information.  There are a number of 
members who have plans to cruise that may fit 
your schedule. 
 
And finally, let’s not forget about District 4 or other 
squadron’s events in our own boating areas.  For 
instance, D/4 has arranged a Rendezvous at City 
Island from July 9-11th or the Rendezvous at 
Atlantic City from August 6-8th while the Barnegat 
Bay Squadron has raft-ups throughout the 
summer.  Check the D/4 calendar for additional 
activities that may interest you.   
 
So join us this summer season.  Get involved.  
Meet old friends and make new ones.   
 
Have Fun!  Be Safe!  Happy Boating! 

Sail/Power Day North 

Summer 2010 

Cdr Steve Cohen, JN 
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Fall 2010 Classes 
For info on all classes and seminars please email 

education@lackawanna.org   
or call 973 635-7576 

 

Starting Sept. 16th at Honeywell 
Seamanship 

Piloting 
 

Starting week of Oct. 5th at 
Honeywell 

Engine Maintenance 
Marine Communication Systems 

Weather 
Junior Navigation 

Navigation  
Instructor Development 

All classes began at 7:00pm 

Fall 2010 Seminars 
Held at the Montville Senior Center 

 356 Route 202, Montville, NJ 
 

Adv Powerboat Handling  Sat. 9/27 
Anchoring  Mon. 10/4 

Mariner's Compass  Mon 10/11 
Knots, Bends and Hitches  Mon 10/25 

————————————————————————————————————————--———— 

Before this year, LSPS had eight Senior 
Navigators.  A Senior Navigator is a member that 
has completed all advanced and elective courses. 
 

As a result of our recent Navigation graduates, 
LSPS now adds four more Senior Navigators to 
that list, which is an increase of 50% in just one 
year!  Our new Senior Navigators are: 
 

Richard Aiken 
Arthur Epstein 
Kelley Fahey 
Kevin Wanner 

Congratulations!  This is truly a great 
accomplishment. 

Education Corner 
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Course Completion 
Congratulations to the following individuals for 

passing their classes. 
 

Navigation 
Richard Aiken 
Arthur Epstein 
Kelley Fahey 

Dennis O'Brien 
J. Kevin Wanner 

David Wong 
 

Piloting 
Edward DeMunno 

Alesandro Persichino 
Brian T. Rogers 

 

Sail 
Frank Gingerelli 
J. Kevin Wanner 

 

Power Boat Handling 
Michael Miller 

 

Partner in Command 
Anne Paffendorf 
Marilyn Johnston 
James Johnston 
Mary Covilleo 
Janine Covilleo 

Elaine Pfaff 
 

Mastering Rules of the Road 
Anne Paffendorf 
Marilyn Johnston 
John Whittemore 

 

Basic Coastal Navigation 
Anne Paffendorf 
Marilyn Johnston 
John Whittemore 

Diane Medcraft 
Svante Roding 

Peter Simonson 
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Change of Watch 2011 
NEW DATE - May 1, 2011 

Announcements 

Summer 2010 

The End of Our Beginning 

S 
ad news has recently reached us.  On 
April 12, 2010 P/R/C Howard B. 
Johnson, SN passed away at ninety 
years of age in Stuart Florida.  He was a 

charter member of Lackawanna in 1958 and 
served as Commander in the bridge year 1965-
1966.  Howard went on to be District Four’s 
Commander in 1971. He also earned 
Lackawanna’s title of Master Mariner. 

We also recently learned of the December 4, 
2009 passing of Carnot W. Ward, JN of Califon, 
NJ.  Carnot joined USPS in 1939 and was not 
only a charter member of Lackawanna but also 
became a charter member of Long Valley Power 
Squadron when he volunteered to help start a 
squadron in that area. 

These two fine gentlemen honored us by 
attending the 50 Anniversary Dinner of 
Lackawanna Sail and Power Squadron in 
October 2008.  

To the best of our knowledge they were our last 
two surviving charter members, thus the “End of 
our Beginning.” 

Thank You 
P/C Capt. Anthony Pisano, AP  

I 
 would like to take this opportunity to thank both 
Bill Nostrand and Bill Robinson for selecting me to 
receive the 11th Robert Cohen Award.  I’m sorry 
that I was not able to be present to receive the 

award at the 2010 Change of Watch.  It is a great 
honor to be selected for this award. 

“Robert M. Cohen Award” 
When Bob Cohen crossed the bar in May 1999 at the 
age of 78, we lost a member who gave tirelessly of his 
time and energy to the welfare of Lackawanna and 
USPS. To honor him, a committee was formed to 
perpetuate his memory, in the form of an award to be 
presented each year  to a member that has 
exemplified all the good traits of membership, and has 
shown exceptional dedication and devoted service to 
LSPS.  

7/7/2010 Wed 1 Bay Head 25 
7/8/2010 Thu 2 Atlantic Highlands 32 
7/9/2010 Fri 3 City Island 0 
7/10/2010 Sat 4 City Island 32 
7/11/2010 Sun 5 Mt Sinai 24 
7/12/2010 Mon 6 Mattituck 25 
7/13/2014 Tue 7 Essex 0 
7/14/2010 Wed 8 Essex 39 
7/15/2014 Thu 9 Milford 0 
7/16/2010 Fri 10 Milford 40 
7/17/2010 Sat 11 Manhasset Bay 32 
7/18/2010 Sun 12 Atlantic Highlands 25 
7/19/2010 Mon 13 Bay Head 15 
7/20/2010 Tue 14 Home  

Date Day  Destination Distance to next port 
J oin Chris Windeler for the 2010 summer cruise. All are invited. Let him know if you are 

interested. Some reservations are suggested.  Chris can be reached at (908) 879-5066 or 
cwindeler@mac.com.  

Lackawanna 2010 Summer Cruise 
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Industry Scuttlebutt 

M 
arina owner killed in explosion 

EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP, N.J. — Gary 
Theno, owner of Hidden Mills Marine 
Center in Egg Harbor Township, was 

killed when a boat at the facility exploded Friday, 
according to multiple news reports. Theno was 51.  

Theno was working on his boat around 2:30 p.m. 
when an explosion occurred, the local NBC affiliate 
reports. When rescue crews arrived, the docked boat 
was engulfed in flames and Theno was missing.  

"Crews battled the fire for over an hour, and 
eventually the boat sank in the shallow water, 
extinguishing the flames," the report said. "New 
Jersey State Police Divers and Marine Services were 
called to the scene to search for Theno and later 
recovered his body completely submerged in the 
water next to his boat."  

Authorities are still trying to piece together the events 
that led up to the explosion.  

 

T 
wo people rescued after boat runs aground 
off Sandy Hook 

SANDY HOOK -- A Coast Guard helicopter 
rescued two people after their sailboat ran 

aground off Sandy Hook late Saturday night, 
authorities said. 

No injuries were reported.  

The boat, estimated to be around 25 feet long, was 
stranded around midnight and its two occupants 
were rescued roughly two hours later,said Lt. Jim 
Kenshalo, who piloted the H-65 Dolphin helicopter. 

"They ran aground in an area that was too deep for 
them to wade to shore, but too shallow for a boat to 
come rescue them," Kenshalo said.  

Kenshalo didn't know how the incident happened, 
but noted that winds picked up late in the night, 
which may have had something to do with it. 

 

B 
runswick to sell idle plant 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Brunswick Corp. 
has put its idled Sea Ray Boats 
production plant at Forks of the River 

Industrial Park up for sale, but the company plans 
to keep its other Knoxville-area plants running, 
according to a report from the Knoxville News 
Sentinel. The asking price for the facility is $6.6 
million.  

"We've been working hard to take fixed costs out 
of our operations, and we can't afford to have 
assets like this just sitting idle," Brunswick 
spokesman Dan Kubera told the paper.  

Sale of the Riverview Plant will not affect 
Brunswick's Knoxville Plant, also at Forks of the 
River, or its facility in Vonore, Kubera said. The 
combined work force at those operations is 730. 
At year-end 2008, Brunswick employed about 
1,500 people in the Knoxville area.  

In January 2009, Brunswick mothballed the 
Riverview Plant, laying off 300 workers. That 
spring, it also furloughed 240 workers at the 
Knoxville Plant for three months. 

 

B 
ank of America halts indirect lending 
through marine dealers 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Bank of America 
has discontinued indirect retail lending 

through marine dealers as of May 17, according 
to Jefferson George, spokesman for Bank of 
America. However, George says the company 
remains committed to the industry.  

"We are not exiting retail financing of marine 
products," George said. "Although we 
discontinued indirect retail lending through 
marine dealers as of May 17, we continue to offer 
direct consumer financing on marine products 
through our online eLending channel, 
bankofamerica.com."  

The company will "continue to offer wholesale, or 
floor plan, financing to marine dealers," according 
to George.  



update your forwarding 
information in your Google 
Apps account settings.  See 
http://launch.lackawanna.org/ 
for specifics.  You may decide, 
and are encouraged, to use 
your new Lackawanna.org mail 
as your primary mail service.  It probably has more 
storage and features than the mail you have now.  
What this means for you is that you can reach any 
member by firstname.lastname@lackawanna.org.   

Our existing mailing lists (e.g. 
commander@lackawanna.org, exo@lackawanna.org, 
secretary@lackawanna.org) will continue, but the 
officers holding those offices can now control who will 
receive mail to those accounts (e.g. to delegate or 
share responsibilities) as well as determine who can 
read the archives.  In addition to the existing officer 
groups, we have created a group of all our members 
(squadron@lackawanna.org), and an opt-in 
discussion group (discussion-
group@lackawanna.org) which anyone in the 
squadron may join to submit and receive messages of 
general interest to members. 

The squadron contact list is kept on-line and up-to-
date with members’ names, rank, address, other e-
mail addresses, phone numbers, and home port.  You 
can access your contacts from gmail, or directly from 
the contacts page at http://www.google.com/contacts/
a/lackawanna.org  
 
Unlike our public web site, which, by definition, is 
accessible to all, our Google Apps is in general 
accessible to members only, so you usually will need 
to login for our members-only services.  We do have 
the ability to make resources, e.g. sites, calendars, 
group discussions, publicly accessible.  We can also 
selectively allow external users, e.g. other district 
members or students, access to our services. 
 
In addition to the sites we’ve created we expect to 
create more as the need arises, such as a wiki (a 
specialized web site for easy collaboration) for the 
executive committee for example.  Any member can 
create sites to address their needs, e.g. to support a 
class or seminar, for committee collaboration, etc. 
 
There’s far more to Google Apps than we can cover 
here, so please go to http://start.lackawanna.org/ and 
look around! 

A 
s a service to our members, and to make the 
squadron more effective and efficient, Google 
Apps has been rolled out.  It provides reliable, 
secure, cloud-based office tools for each 

member.  This includes e-mail (which can be accessed 
from your cell phone) and calendar with 25 GB of 
storage (more than 100 times more than typical e-mail 
systems), Google Docs (spreadsheets, word 
documents, etc.), Google Sites (easy to create web 
sites), and Google Video among other services. 

Mail is still being rolled out, but the other services are 
already available.  We have a couple of pages setup 
already: 

· http://start.lackawanna.org/ -- The "Start page" 
for users.  There are links to other relevant 
squadron information there as well (including 
our calendar).   You can customize the bottom 
portion of the home page with whatever gadgets 
(essentially mini-web pages) you like. 

· http://launch.lackawanna.org/ -- A fairly 
comprehensive web site devoted to the launch 
of Google Apps for the squadron with lots of 
help, tutorial videos, etc. 

If you would like to go directly to a service (such as mail 
or calendar) use http://service.lackawanna.org/, where 
service is one of gmail, calendar, docs, sites, video, or 
groups.  For instance, you can go directly to your 
calendar by using the URL http://
calendar.lackawanna.org/.  Your username is 
firstname.lastname (where firstname and lastname are 
from our roster data).  Your password is your certificate 
number (with uppercase, e.g. E123456).  You are 
encouraged to change your password.  Thus, your e-
mail address is firstname.lastname@lackawanna.org. 

Your Google Apps mail 
(firstname.lastname@lackawanna.org) has been pre-
configured to save a copy in its Inbox and forward to 
your existing e-mail address (from our records), so you 
need not do anything to continue receiving squadron 
mail, i.e. squadron mail will continue to come to the e-
mail account you provided us.  If you continue to use 
this forwarding and you change e-mail addresses, you 
will need to update your forwarding address in Google 
Apps.  For instance, if you forward from 
firstname.lastname@lackawanna.org to 
username@aol.com and subsequently leave AOL and 
start using username@speakeasy.net, you will need to 
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LSPS On Google Apps 
Executive Officer, Kevin Wanner, SN 



A 
fter a winter that delivered 5 feet of snow, 
spring is pretty nice on Dillon's Creek. But not 
all the boaters who made this their home port 
have come back, and empty dock slips show 

how the battered boating industry is still watching the 
horizon for its economic recovery. 
 
Of 205 docking spaces at Dillon's Creek Marina in Island 
Heights, 40 are vacant, says Brian Hall, partner and 
general manager. 
 
"A year ago, I had 12 (empty) and I was freaking out," 
Hall said. "This economy has to do something for us 
soon. 
 
"Not one single new boat has come in this year, and we 
usually get eight to 10 in a season," he added. "It's really 
hurting the working class, the average family with a 
small boat, 22 to 25 feet, that they use for fishing or day 
trips. Those customers seem to have dried up. . . . 
Trailer boats are staying in their driveways. Most of my 
small slips are open." 
 
Continuing job insecurity, stomach-churning swings in 
the stock market and the future implications of the catas-
trophic Gulf of Mexico oil spill are all weighing on the 
industry both in the Southeast and along East Coast. 
But marina operators and support businesses say they 
are looking at a few bright spots, like this spring's good 
striped bass fishing, and lower fuel prices that will en-
courage owners to use their boats as more than just 
weekend bunkrooms. 
 
"I think we are definitely seeing an uptick in people want-
ing to get back on the water this year," said Melissa 
Danko, executive director for the New Jersey Marine 
Trades Association, which represents some 300 boat-
related businesses. 
 
The group's spring boat show May 14 to 16 at FirstEn-
ergy Park in Lakewood saw attendance up 75 percent 
from the last show in September 2009, she said. As in 
real estate, financing and lending remain obstacles for 
potential buyers. 
 
"We've seen a lot of deals that should have gone 
through," Danko said. 
 
For those who can get back into boating, there is a lot of 
dock space out there. Boat registrations slipped to 

171,185 in December 2009, down from 174,207 at the 
end of 2008, according to Michael Horan, a spokesman 
for the state Motor Vehicle Commission. 
 
The fleet was worth $2.1 billion to New Jersey's econ-
omy in 2006 and provided some 18,000 jobs, according 
to a 2008 economic analysis commissioned by the Ma-
rine Trades Association. The group has long grappled 
with heavy regulation by the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection — marina owners finally got the 
Legislature to intervene in what they saw as unreason-
able public-access rules — but Danko says early indica-
tions are that the Christie administration is receptive to 
helping the industry. 
 
They seem to want to work with us," she said. 
 
Sinking fortunes 
 
Always sensitive to any economic downturns, the boat 
business was savaged by this recession. Rhode Island's 
boat-building industry saw well-known Freedom Yachts 
and Albin close their doors during the slowdown that 
preceded the September 2008 financial crash, although 
the Albin line of small trawler-style boats is now being 
produced by another Rhode Island builder, C&C Marine. 
 
Midwestern buyout specialist Irwin Jacobs was famous 
in the industry for rescuing foundering boat brands and 
reassembling them as the Genmar group, keeping alive 
such well-known nameplates as Century, Four Winns 
and Wellcraft during the 1991-93 recession, and then 
prospering over the boom years. But in 2009 Genmar 
entered bankruptcy, and most of its assets were ac-
quired by a private equity group in February, with Ja-
cobs retaining just his Larson, Seaswirl and FinCraft 
lines. 
In Bass River Township, Viking Yachts had to reduce its 
work force to 650 people from around 1,400 at its peak 
production level of 105 boats a year. Now, Viking is 
building at half that rate, but it's still better than the utter 
trauma the company went through in the early 1990s 
when the double-hit of recession and a 10 percent fed-
eral luxury tax almost destroyed its market. 
 
"We're delivering a 76-(foot boat) today. We sent a new 
52-footer to Brielle last month," said Peter  
 
Frederiksen, director of communications for Viking. 
The company sold a half-dozen 70-footers this year and 
plans to have two new 70-foot 
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Cont’ on page 7 

Economy's Unsteady Course has Boat Business Wobbly 

KIRK MOORE • TOMS RIVER BUREAU, APP.COM 
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models ready for the autumn boat shows — along with a 
new 42-foot Viking aimed at attracting the first-time own-
ers who have been scarce "and get them into the fam-
ily," Frederiksen said. 
 
Again, similar to the housing market, there are a lot of 
bargains in used boats. But unrealistic expectations 
among buyers and sellers can complicate those deals, 
Frederiksen said. "The used market is strong because 
there's a lot of boats out there . . . but they need to get 
rid of the boat they have before they can make a good 
deal," he said. "That's where you see problems. Some 
people expect to pay wholesale for their new boat and 
get retail for their used boat." 
 
Oil spill impact 
 
The long-term impact of the Deepwater Horizon accident 
in the Gulf of Mexico is a wild card in the sportfishing 
yacht sector. "Several tournaments in the Gulf have al-
ready been canceled," Frederiksen said. 
Viking's Riviera Beach, Fla., service center is very busy 
working on boats, but already "we've got owners who 
are taking their boats to Bermuda" in anticipation that 
the oil spill will reach Florida shores, he added. 
 
At Dillon's Creek, Hall is trying to work through differ-
ences with the state DEP to get his dock area dredged 
and put in modest shoreline erosion controls. Unlike the 
typical bulkheaded marina, Dillon's has a natural shore-
line that's been maintained more than 20 years between 
parking areas and the creek. 
 
"I'm trying to protect that little habitat and buffer zone" 
with $1,000 worth of artificial "logs" made of coir fiber, 
Hall said, referring to a coconut byproduct used for ero-
sion control. But the DEP-required permitting costs 
much more, and in this economy, "I don't have the 
$16,400 to do it," he said. 
 
This past winter brought only a few of the usual boatyard 
bread-and-butter jobs, such as owners replacing their 
boat engines, that keep marina crews working indoors 
during the cold months, Hall said. Instead, the marina 
partners used cash reserves to keep their people work-
ing on improvements like new deck and dock planking 
— "Whenever there wasn't two feet of snow on the 
ground," Hall quipped. 
 
With spring, they are back to preparing boats for launch, 
but "people are just spending the minimum" they need to 
get back in the water, Hall said. 

Boat Business (cont from pg 6) Vessel Safety Check 

A 
 reminder to the membership: Our 
squadron has certified vessel 
examiners.  To contact one of them to 
have your boat inspected please email 

Walt Meisner at vsc@lackawanna.org or if one of 
our examiners is not in their area, go to 
 http://www.safetyseal.net/ to find an examiner in 
your area. Also, please use the site to find out 
more information about Vessel Safety Checks. 

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
www.genpower.com 

LSPS Vessel Examiners Bob Fahey, Walt Meissner, Elaine 
Pfaff and Rich Pfaff performed vessel safety checks at a 

marina in Bayville, NJ on Sunday, June 13th on their 
annual vessel safety check day.  



Martin boarded Watson's boat to take over during her 
cruise toward the Opera House, so she could relax and 
wave to fans. Watson was given a goodie bag that included 
a can of whipped cream, which she partially injected into 
her mouth before laughing and turning away from the cam-
eras. 
 
She was also joined on board by Britain's Mike Perham, 
who completed a solo circumnavigation at the age of 17 in 
2009, though technical problems forced him to stop for as-
sistance. 
 
Watson's feat, however, will not be considered an official 
world record, because the World Speed Sailing Record 
Council discontinued its "youngest" category. 
 
And though she sailed nearly 23,000 nautical miles, some 
sailing enthusiasts have also argued that Watson didn't 
travel far enough north of the equator for her journey to 
count as a true round-the-world sail as defined by the re-
cord council's rules. Watson's managers have dismissed 
those claims and argued she doesn't need to adhere to the 
council's rules anyway, since they won't be recognizing her 
voyage. 
 
The route took Watson through some of the world's most treach-
erous waters, and the teen battled through monstrous storms, 
suffering seven knockdowns. 
 
Watson said she had moments of doubt during those times, but 
generally kept her spirits up. 
 
"Amazingly, I just enjoyed it much, much more than I ever thought 
I would and handled the challenges better than I thought," she told 
journalists. "You don't actually have a choice -- you're in the mid-
dle of a storm, you're being knocked down -- you can't fall apart." 
 
But her journey was also peppered with moments of beauty. On 
her blog, she described stunning sunrises over glassy seas, the 
excitement of spotting a blue whale and the dazzling, eerie sight 
of a shooting star racing across the night sky above her boat. 
 
She also had fun, chatting about boys and fashion with "Silly," a 
little brown seabird that landed on her yacht and hung around for 
awhile. 
 
She sang at the top of her lungs with no audience to critique her 
and indulged her sweet tooth with chocolate cupcakes she baked 
in her tiny kitchen. A video she shot shows her giggling while 
dumping a ceremonial bucket of saltwater over her head after 
crossing the equator. 
 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd greeted Watson at the Opera House 
with a grin and a hug, dubbing her "Australia's newest hero" -- a 
description Watson dismissed. 
 
"I'm actually going to disagree with the Prime Minister," she said, 
as the crowd laughed. "I don't consider myself a hero. I'm an ordi-
nary girl who believed in her dream." 
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Teen Becomes Youngest Person to Sail Around the World 

A 
 16-year-old Australian who spent seven months at 
sea in her pink yacht sailed across the finish line of 
her round-the-world journey Saturday, becoming 
the youngest sailor to circle the globe solo, nonstop 

and unassisted. 
 
Thousands of spectators erupted into cheers as Jessica 
Watson sailed into Sydney Harbour, the finale to an epic ad-
venture in which she battled 40-foot waves, homesickness 
and critics who said she'd never make it home alive. 
 
"She said she'd sail around the world, and she has," a tearful 
Julie Watson said as she watched her grinning daughter 
cruise past the finish line from a nearby boat. "She's home." 
 
Watson docked at Sydney's iconic Opera House. The teen-
ager burst into tears and gasped in relief as she stepped off 
the yacht and into the arms of her parents, whose decision to 
let their daughter attempt the feat was called an act of insan-
ity by critics. 
 
She hung onto her father and brother as she walked slowly 
and tentatively along a pink carpet rolled out in her honor -- 
her first steps on land in 210 days. Fans screamed and 
waved as she walked by, many wearing pink clothes and 
holding pink flags in a nod to her 34-foot yacht, Ella's Pink 
Lady. 
 
"People don't think you're capable of these things -- they 
don't realize what young people, what 16-year-olds and girls 
are capable of," Watson told the raucous crowd. "It's amaz-
ing when you take away those expectations what you can 
do." 
 
Watson, from Buderim, north of Brisbane in Queensland 
state, sailed out of Sydney on Oct. 18 despite protests by 
critics that she was too immature and inexperienced for the 
treacherous journey. Her parents maintained that she was 
well-prepared and noted she has been sailing since the age 
of 8. 
 
"I don't think any of us would ever doubt Jessica Watson 
again," said New South Wales state Premier Kristina 
Keneally, who greeted Watson at the Opera House. 
 
Watson's journey took her northeast through the South Pa-
cific and across the equator, south to Cape Horn at the tip of 
South America, across the Atlantic Ocean to South Africa, 
through the Indian Ocean and around southern Australia. 
 
Australian Jesse Martin holds the current record for the 
youngest person to sail around the world solo, nonstop and 
unassisted, after he completed the journey in 1999 at the 
age of 18. 
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Change of Watch 2010 

T 
he 2010 Change of Watch was held on May 1st.  Steve Cohen was sworn in as Lacka-
wanna’s Commander for the 2010 - 2011 watch year.  The brunch took place at the Mountain 
Lakes Club in Mountain Lakes.   



A 
 federal jury Monday found a boat 
manufacturer partially liable for a 2005 
incident on Lake Austin in which a teen's leg 
was severed by a propeller. Jurors ordered 

the company to pay $3.8 million in medical expenses 
and damages. 
 
After deliberating for about seven hours, jurors found 
that the Brunswick Corp. shared more than half of the 
blame for the accident that severely injured Jacob 
Brochtrup, who was then 18. 
 
Brunswick officials said in a statement after the verdict that 
they "stand behind our products, which are used safely and 
properly by boaters around the world." 
 
Jurors found that Brochtrup also was responsible, as was 
the driver of the boat. 
 
"I think they made a well thought-out, informed decision, 
and I think it was the right decision," said Brochtrup, now 
22. "Based on the evidence that was presented, I think the 
case was proven pretty well." 
 
Brochtrup sued Sea Ray Boats Inc. and Mercury Marine — 
Brunswick is their parent company — in 2007, saying they 
were liable for his injury. 
 
He had been celebrating the July Fourth weekend 
wakeboarding with three friends at Emma Long 
Metropolitan Park when the accident happened. Brochtrup 
had just finished his turn on the wakeboard when a tow 
rope popped off the back of the white Sea Ray ski boat. 
 
Brochtrup jumped out of the boat to grab the line. Unaware 
that Brochtrup was in the water behind him, 18-year-old 
driver Patrick Houston put his family's boat in reverse. 
 
The propeller caught the top of Brochtrup's right leg and 
twisted it around, chopping deep into flesh, muscle and 
bone. 
 
The suit said that the wound to Brochtrup's leg was so 
large that he had lost most of his blood and that it caused 
his heart to stop. He had been in cardiac arrest for at least 
45 minutes, and a STAR Flight helicopter delivered him to 
the emergency room clinically dead. 
 
Some doctors called him a "one-in-a-million survivor." 
 
According to the suit, the manufacturer of the boat and 

Page 10 Summer 2010 

Jurors Find Boat Manufacturer Partly Liable  
motor did not have safety devices, including guards or covers, 
to prevent Brochtrup from becoming entangled or stuck. 
 
"While we at Brunswick remain sympathetic to the plaintiff for 
this unfortunate accident, we are nevertheless disappointed 
with today's verdict," Brunswick officials said in the statement 
Monday. "We will evaluate our options in this matter going 
forward, including a possible appeal." 
 
Austin attorney Robby Alden, who represented Brochtrup, said 
the decision marks the first successful case against the 
boating industry by a person injured by a motor. A U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in 2002 allowed such cases to go 
forward. 
 
Boat makers prevailed in two similar suits nationally that 
involved older-model boats, he said. And jurors in two 
previous trials of Brochtrup's case deadlocked, resulting in 
mistrials. 
 
During the latest trial, which began last week, Alden said he 
sought to show jurors that manufacturers could make boats 
and motors safer by installing guards on propellers and 
placing a shield over the back. The concept for a device was 
created years ago, he said, but the industry has resisted 
adopting it. 
 
Before the verdict, Brunswick attorney Woody Norwood of 
New Orleans would only say: "We are very sorry about his 
injury. It was a very unfortunate accident." 
 
According to Monday's decision, Brunswick was 66 percent 
responsible for the accident, and Brochtrup and the boat's 
driver each were 17 percent liable. The driver wasn't part of 
the suit and will pay no damages. 
 
Most of the damages were for Brochtrup's past and future 
medical expenses. However, he also received $100,000 for 
his disfigurement and $264,000 for physical pain. 
 
"I think the amounts for the award were fair," Alden said. "I'm 
happy about it. Hopefully, they will start making a change to 
protect people." 
 
Brochtrup attended the trial and was in court for the verdict. 
Since his accident, he said, he has learned to live with one 
leg, but he hopes to receive a prosthesis soon. In recent 
months, he has been studying to become an audio engineer, 
and he plans to work in the recording industry. 
 
"It's not what I would have wanted, but I'm just trying to enjoy 
life," he said. 

By Tony Plohetski AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF 
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Spring D4 Meeting 

C 
ongratulation to Lackawanna for winning two prestigious awards at the D4 
Spring Conference: The Prince Henry Award and the Harvey A. Collins award.   
 
The Prince Henry award is presented to the squadron with the highest ratio of 

Advanced Grade completions vs. total membership (must include some celestial course 
completions).   
 
The Harvey A. Collins award is presented to the squadron with highest percentage of 
new members that have passed an advanced course and earn a merit mark in two years.   



Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 
Lt/C Maureen Medure, P 
120 Hillcrest Ave. 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
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Calendar 

July 7 Fire Extinguisher Training  Morris Fire & Police Academy 

June 27 Exec. Committee Meeting Madison Community House 

July 17 rain (18) Sail / Power Day North Raritan Bay 

August Barnegat Bay Cruise Barnegat Bay 

Sept. 11 
Sail / Power Day South 

(Clambake) 
Shore Acres Club - Brick NJ 

Sept. 20 Executive Committee Meeting Madison House 

Oct. 15 Fall Membership Meeting New Vernon Firehouse 

Aug. 16 Exec. Committee Meeting Madison Community House 



LACKAWANNA SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
 

 

 
 

Saturday, July 17, 2010 
Rain Date July 18th 

 

Beacon on the Bay 
www.beacononthebay.com 

One Willow Street, Highlands, NJ 07732 – 732-872-1450 
 

INCLUDES HOT BUFFET, DESSERT AND SOFT DRINKS! 
ONLY $30.00 PER ADULT ($35.00 after July 7th)  $12.00 PER CHILD 12 to 4 years old ($15.00 after July 7th) 

CHILDREN UNDER 4 FREE! (PFD’s required for children under 13 years old) 
RSVP by July 7th   

 

FESTIVITIES INCLUDE 
Raft-up – 11:30AM - 3:30PM 

Location to be determined  
 (use VHF channel 71 for communications) 

Shuttle:  Ed DeMunno on Hammerhead has graciously agreed to shuttle people to boats. 
Shuttle Service:  Leaves  from dock about noon.  To be determined closer to event  

Rendezvous Buffet – 4:00PM-7:00PM 

COME BY LAND OR BY SEA 
For those that are planning to come by land and join the raft-up, please bring your own beverages and 

snacks and wear deck shoes 
 

In case of inclement weather call (973) 768-3104 or (973) 714-9900 Saturday morning 
Transient slips are available.  If you plan to stay overnight, please contact harbor master Tony at 732-859-7707 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE RESERVE: ______________ ADULTS _____________CHILDREN 
 

****************************************************************************************************** 
I am coming:   by Boat _______  By Car _______  

For Rendezvous Only _______ For Dinner Only _______ For Both______ 
Overnighting __________ 

 

   MAIL TO: Elaine Pfaff, 2 Sunset Ct., Montville, NJ  07045 (adminofficer@lackawanna.org or (973) 768-3104)  
 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LSPS 
REMEMBER TO RSVP BY JULY 7TH! 

North Open to all members, their families and friends 

Driving Directions: From Garden State Parkway Southbound, take Exit 117 to Route 36 East. Follow for approximately 12 miles to Linden Avenue 
(see signs for ferry to NYC). Take the jug handle for a left hand turn and follow Linden Avenue downhill to the stop sign. Bear left onto Waterwitch 
Ave/CR-8 and take the first left onto Shore Drive. Follow Shore Drive to the stop sign and turn right onto Willow Street. Marina parking available 
and marked. 
 
By Boat From the tip of Sandy Hook:  steer a course of 180˚ to Red Buoy #6. Turn up to 120˚ and look for the entrance to Sandy Hook Bay  
Marina approximately 100' beyond the trailer park on starboard. 



LACKAWANNA SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 

Fire Extinguisher Training 

YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO MISS THIS TRAINING 

L 
ackawanna has scheduled one of our most popular yearly 
activities.  Fire extinguisher training at the Morris County 
Fire and Police Academy.  Please contact Rich Pfaff to re-
serve your spot.  This event fills up early and space is lim-

ited.  Please bring one of your own fire extinguishers if you have 
them (extinguishers will also be provided by the academy).   

 

YOU NEED TO PRE-REGISTER.  

Contact: 
Rich Pfaff  

Lackawanna Sai l  & 
Power Squadron 

www. lackawanna.org 

Phone: 973-714-9900  
E-mail: rpfaff1@optimum.net 

6:30PM 

Directions 
 

Take 1-80 to 1-287 south to exit 36 (Ridgedale Avenue). Turn right onto 
Ridgedale Ave and at the second additional traffic light turn left onto 
East Hanover Ave. Proceed through 6 additional lights. (This becomes 
West Hanover Ave at Rt 202 in Morris Plains.) Follow West Hanover 
Ave, at top of hill will be the County facilities on both sides. Turn right 
into the Academy driveway at the traffic light.  

Morris County Fire & Police 
Academy 

 
500 West Hanover Avenue, Parsippany,  NJ 

07054 
 

For Mapquest & Yahoo Map searches, 
use Morris Plains 07950  

Wed. July 7th 


