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S 
ince we build upon the efforts 
of those members who are 
presently serving and those 
who have served before us, I 

would like to thank all those who have 
contributed to the success of 
Lackawanna Sail and Power 
Squadron.  I appreciate the work that 
my bridge has done to help our 
squadron navigate in smooth waters. 

We had a busy year that included our 
Change of Watch at the Mountain 
Lakes Club, Fire Extinguisher Training 
at the Morris County Fire Fighters and 
Police Training Academy, Sail Power 
North at the Harbor side Grill, and a 
raft-up at Tice‘s Shoal in Barnegat Bay.  
We enjoyed our Sail Power Day/
Clambake at the Shore Acres Club, the 
Fall Membership Meeting at the New 
Vernon Firehouse, our Holiday Party at 
the Madison Hotel, and Founder‘s Day 
and Spring Membership Meetings at 
the New Vernon Firehouse. 

Much work has gone into making these 
events interesting, safe, and fun and I 
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thank all of the committee members 
and chairmen who have contributed 
their time and efforts. 

The communications and education 
that Lackawanna offers is second to 
none, and is illustrated by our winning 
awards from District 4 for the Totem, 
receiving the Harvey A. Collins, JN 
Memorial Award for our level of 
performance in membership 
involvement activities and by winning 
the prestigious Prince Henry Award, 
presented to the squadron having the 
highest number of eligible AP‘s to pass 
JN. 

Challenges and opportunities await our 
new bridge.  The emphasis of USPS 
for on the water training will present 
many ways to attract new membership 
as well as teach boating safety, and I 
am confident that they will be up to the 
task. 

It has been an honor to serve as your 
commander and I thank you for the 
privilege. 

Change of Watch 

Spring 2010 

Cdr Richard Pfaff, JN 

The 
A publication of the Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 

Message from the Commander 

www.lackawanna.org 

Plan on joining other members of Lackawanna Sail & Power 
Squadron at a brunch to celebrate the installation of the new 

Bridge Officers.  There will be a cash bar followed by a buffet and 
music will be by our own Past Commander William Nostrand.   

 
When you receive your invitation in the mail, reply YES! 
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Spring Seminars 2010 
Using GPS - 04/15 (Register by 04/10)  
REI, Rt.10, East Hanover  $25.00 - GPS has become a 
common tool for navigation. However using GPS on the 
water is distinctly different from a moving map display in 
your car. This seminar explains the principles of waypoint 
navigation which you will use. It then shows you how to 
relate the GPS to your charts which provide essential 
information about what is around you. 

Paddle Smart - 04/22 (Register by 04/17)  
REI, Rt.10, East Hanover  $25.00 - Welcome to the world 
of paddlesports.  You have joined (or soon will) the fastest 
growing part of boating.  According to the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association, kayaks and canoes accounted 
for some 54% of new boats sold in 2006 – over 493,000 
crafts.  Kayaking, canoeing or rowing are enjoyable 
opportunities to get close to nature, have a great time, and 
get some quality exercise in the process.  This seminar is 
intended for those about to join the sport and those 
considering purchasing paddling equipment. 

Trailering Your Boat - 04/28 (Register by 04/23) 
Montville Senior Center, Montville  $30.00 - Trailering 
Your Boat explains how to select tow vehicles, hitches, and 
trailers. It also explains how to safely and securely trailer 
your boat, launch and retrieve it, and how to operate and 
maintain your trailering equipment. The seminar comes with 
an excellent new book Trailering Your Boat, written by Bruce 
Smith and published as a USPS Guide by McGraw-Hill. This 
book serves as an excellent reference on all of these topics. 
The seminar includes video segments provided by the US 
Coast Guard and excellent slide notes. 

Powerboat Handling - 05/05 (Register by 04/30) 
Montville Senior Center, Montville  $45.00 - This 

seminar shows boaters how to depart and dock under a 

Education Corner 
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variety of conditions as well as all about trimming the boat 
underway. The seminar materials include a waterproof 
USPS Captain's Quick Guide and Student Notes. 

Partner in Command - 05/12 (Register by 
05/07) Chatham Library, Chatham  $30.00 - This 

seminar provides an introduction to boating for crew 
members who need basic information and who may or may 
not have taken a boating course. It is designed to provide 
essential information one may require to assist a skipper in 
the safe operation of a recreational boat. Included in the 
seminar are actions in response to emergencies. This 
seminar includes a text. A Knot Board will be useful to 
practice tying knots. 

Mastering the Rules of Road - 05/19 (Register 
by 05/14) Chatham Library, Chatham  $30.00 - This 

seminar provides an explanation with examples of the 37 
Rules of the Road for both the U.S. Inland Rules and the 
International Rules (COLREGS). It simplifies the 
sometimes complex law relating to boat operation for the 
recreational boater. It is a starting point for study 
preparation for the USCG License examination. This 
seminar includes McGraw-Hill's The One Minute Guide to 
the Nautical Rules of the Road by Charlie Wing and 
Student Notes with slides. 

Basic Coastal Navigation - 06/02 (Register by 
06/04) Montville Senior Center, Montville  $30.00 - In 

this seminar, you will learn practical techniques to plan, 
navigate, and check your progress on the water. You will 
develop situational awareness skills using your eyes and 
navigation tools to quickly point to your position on a chart, 
and be able to use backup techniques when the 
electronics become suspect. This seminar will help captain 
and crew navigate safely and comfortably. 

Sail Trim & Rig Tuning - 06/09 (Register by 

06/04) Montville Senior Center, Montville  $25.00 - 

This seminar shows in clear and simple terms how to use 

and adjust sails for optimum performance under a wide 

range of conditions.  The seminar comes with a waterproof 

USPS Captain's Quick Guide written by North Sails and 

Student Notes.  

All classes began at 7:00pm 

For info on all seminars please email 

education@lackawanna.org   

or call 973 635-7576  

Emergency generators sold, installed and serviced. 
Diesel, natural gas or propane fueled.  

Residential and Industrial. 
 

EN-R-G GENERATORS & 
POWER CO. 

Ken Heller 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

973 537-7900 
www.genpower.com 

mailto:education@lackawanna.org
http://www.genpower.com


America’s Boating Course (ABC v3) 

Spring 2010 
SEMESTER  

 
ABC awards the boat safety certificate required in 
New Jersey to operate a power vessel or personal 
watercraft. Currently, all power vessel operators 
born in 1949 or later are required to possess a 

certificate. On and after June 1, 2009, all power 
vessel operators must possess the certificate.  

 
FOUR CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS 

May 24 - May 27  7PM - 9PM 
Montville Township Public Library 

Anthony Pisano 
973-402-2672 

publiced@lackawanna.org 
 

On-line registration at www.lackawanna.org 
is required by May 19 

$70.00 per person 
 

Please tell friends and relatives about ABC.  
Contact Anthony Pisano to help or proctor. 

Assistance is needed on all evenings. 
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Course Completion 
Cruise Planning 

Carl & Meg Smith 
 

Save the Dates 
Fire Extinguisher Training - early July 

Sail Power Day North - July 17 (rain 18) 
Barnegat Bay Cruise - Aug. 

Sail Power Day South - Sept. 11 
Fall Membership Meeting - Oct. 15 

 

Announcements 

Spring 2010 

Spring Public Courses 

Change of Watch 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 
 

The Mountain Lakes Club 
18 Lake Dr 

Mountain Lakes, NJ 
 

12:30pm Hors d'oeuvres and cash bar 
1:30pm Luncheon 

 
Music by P/C William Nostrand 

 
$60 per person 

RSVP by Monday, April 12, 2010 
 

Menu 
 

Butler Passed Hors d'oeuvres 
Beef skewers with a peppadew dip 

Chicken empanadas with fresh guacamole 

Brie and raspberry in phylo with a berry coulis 

Mushroom money bags 

Shrimp twists with a sweet and sour sauce 

Plated Caesar Salad 
Fresh Baked Bread 

 
Buffet 

 
Salmon Stuffed Sole in lemon wine sauce 

Parmesan Crusted Chicken, artichoke hearts and  
oven dried tomatoes in a balsamic reduction 

Spring Vegetable sauté of haricot verte, yellow squash,  
carrots and zucchini 

Roasted Red Skin Potatoes 
 

Desert 
 

Lemon Cake with berry coulis and berry garnish 

Coffee and Tea 

mailto:publiced@lackawanna.org
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Industry Scuttlebutt 

P 
latinum Equity buys majority of Genmar 
 
California-based Platinum Equity has 
purchased "essentially all the assets" of 

Genmar Holdings for $70 million, chief restructuring 
officer Mark Sheffert confirmed to Soundings Trade 
Only. 

Genmar founder Irwin Jacobs, who along with a 
partner purchased the Carver and Marquis brands, 
said he still hopes to own additional brands Platinum 
Equity purchased, but were not part of the group's 
original bid. 

Platinum purchased a total of 11 brands, Sheffert 
said. These include: Ranger, Stratos, Champion, 
Wellcraft, Four Winns, Larson, Glastron and others. 

Carver and Marquis were purchased for $6.05 million 
by J & D Acquisitions, LLC, which is a company 
created by Jacobs, along with John Paul DeJoria. 

MCBC Hydra Boats, a subsidiary of Wayzata 
Investment Partners, purchased HydraSports for $1 
million, Sheffert said. 

Genmar filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection 
June 1. Jacobs had originally intended to reorganize 
his company, but last fall changed direction to a sale 
of its assets. 

"We are pleased with the results of the auction 
process and look forward to bringing closure to this 
transaction so that the businesses can refocus their 
energies and resources on sales and service without 
the inherent distractions of being in bankruptcy," 
Sheffert said. 

A spokesperson for Platinum Equity could not 
immediately be reached for comment. 

All of the acquisitions are subject to bankruptcy court 
approval. A hearing is set for Wednesday. 

Jacobs told Soundings Trade Only he was "euphoric" 
about the outcome of the auction and felt the 
companies were in good hands. He also said he 
plans to purchase certain assets back from Platinum 
Equity after the court hearing, including the Larson 
brand and its factory, Fincraft, Triumph and Seaswirl. 

"I told [Platinum Equity] there were certain things I 
was interested in that I know they had no interest in, 
but they purchased them to get the thing done, and it 

is our intention to sit down in good faith when they 
get done in court securing the court's approval for 
everything," Jacobs said. 

"They will negotiate with me in good faith and sell 
me these assets so I can keep these factories 
open, and they've assured me that they will deal 
fairly with me, and [they] appreciate the way that 
I've dealt with them," he added. 

The auction, which was held over two days, was 
managed by Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin 
Capital Inc., which signed an agreement in 
November with stalking horse bidder Project Boat 
Holdings, an affiliate of Platinum Equity. 
 

B 
oat Show Sales Reflect State Of 
Economy 
 

To many, a $60,000 motorboat is a luxury 
toy, and in a recession, that's a hard sell. But 
people at the Cincinnati Boat Show say the industry 
is actually picking up, and that could mean the 
economy is too. 

Friday night at the Cincinnati Boat Show, Mark 
Price traded in his old boat for a newer, more 
expensive model. It was a purchase he put off for 
more than a year. 

"Just personal finances a little better than they have 
been in the past," Price said. "So I don't have to 
worry as much." 

Shaky consumer spending at the outset of the 
recession slowed boat sales, especially among first
-time buyers. 

"We found where the housing market made huge 
dips like Florida and California and Nevada, that's 
where the boat business made huge dips," said 
Sonny Lodder, owner of Lodder Marine in Fairfield. 

Local boat dealers fared a little better and actually 
bought up stock of companies that went out of 
business. They are now offering those boats to 
local buyers at a discount. 

Ron Cummins of Hern Marine said lower prices and 
interest rates helped lead a turnaround this fall. 

"We had one of the best Decembers in the history 
of the company," Cummins said. 

Cont. on page 9 



are checked and double-checked. And every 
crewmember wears a life jacket on deck — no 
matter how calm the seas.  

Colburn‘s stellar safety record made him a natural 
choice as national spokesman for the Coast 
Guard‘s ―Boat Responsibly‖ initiative that 
encourages boaters to wear life jackets. 

―Everybody looks at the ‗Deadliest Catch‘ like it‘s 
the most insane job on the planet — the most 
dangerous job on the planet,‖ says Colburn. ―It‘s 
kind of ironic to have someone in that profession 
talking about life jackets, boating responsibly and 
safety at sea, but it makes sense, because if we 
don‘t think about those things when we leave town, 
we‘re not coming back.‖ 

In its seventh season, ―Deadliest Catch‖ illustrates 
in dramatic fashion the perils of fishing for crab in 
the icy Bering Sea, one of the most unforgiving 
bodies of water on the planet. The show airs on the 
Discovery Channel and is produced by Original 
Productions, of Burbank, Calif. Producers sift 
through 20,000 hours of video to come away with 
one season, says cameraman/producer Doug 
Stanley. On each of the show‘s eight boats, two 
fixed cameras on deck and another in the 
wheelhouse record 24/7. In addition, several other 
cameras are scattered about the vessel. 

―Each season takes at least 90 days of shooting, so 
that‘s an amazing amount of footage,‖ says 
Stanley. 

The most dramatic action, of course, usually makes 
it on the show. The ―Deadliest Catch‖ often portrays 
the fishermen as ―working in unsafe conditions, 
working 
unsafely and 
on the edge 
of capsizing 
at any given 
moment,‖ 
says Colburn. 
That‘s simply 
not accurate, 
he maintains. 
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C 
apt. Keith Colburn of ‗Deadliest Catch‘ is 
the face of the Coast Guard‘s ‗Boat 
Responsibly‘ campaign.   

The television program, in 
its seventh season, shows 
the perils of fishing for crab 
in the often brutal Bering 
Sea. 

The 40-foot wall of water 
crashed over the bow of the 
Wizard‘s bow, pushing back 
50,000 pounds of chained-
down crab pots.  

―It was the worst wave I‘ve 
taken at sea,‖ remembers 
Keith Colburn, owner and 
captain of the 156-foot steel
-hulled fishing vessel, one 

of four crab boats featured on the Discovery 
Channel‘s popular show ―Deadliest Catch.‖ ―It was 
one of the worst for two reasons. One, I was at a 
dead stop, and there was nothing I could do to keep 
the wave from coming over the bow. Two, I took the 
wave with the crew exposed to that wave.‖ 

Ironically, when the ship took the wave, Colburn and 
his crew were taking actions to increase their safety 
in deteriorating conditions — 45-mph winds and 25-
foot seas. ―We were trying to deploy a tarp to cut 
down on the amount of ice buildup on the forward 
part of the [crab pot] stack,‖ says Colburn, 46. ―We 
had just dropped 30 pots off to help with our 
stability.‖ 

But the violent flapping of the tarp made it impossible 
for Colburn to communicate with the crewmen. ―At 
that point there was nothing I could do but scream to 
hang on and watch out, and nobody could hear me 
scream,‖ Colburn says. 

The crew, which includes Colburn‘s brother Monte, 
suffered various injuries. Colburn took the incident 
hard because he prides himself on maintaining and 
operating the Wizard at a high level of safety and low 
risk — a practice he learned from his mentor and 
previous owner of the boat, John Jorgensen. Colburn 
runs his crew through long safety drills. Ship systems 

The Face of the Coast Guard’s ‘Boat Responsibly’ Campaign  

Cont‘ on page 6 



―The mariners who work in the Bering Sea are 
prudent and professional and constantly working to 
minimize risk and maximize safety,‖ says Colburn, 
who has participated in the show for four years. 

An open-book personality 

At more than 150 feet, the Wizard is the largest of 
the four main crab boats on the show. Built for the 
Navy in 1945, she has a 30-foot beam, a gross 
displacement of 500 tons and draws 13 feet. The 
vessel‘s military background and size attracted the 
show‘s producers, but ultimately the Wizard was 
chosen because of her captain. 

―What‘s attractive about Keith and what works for 
the audience is that he‘s not afraid to reveal his 
emotions — both when he‘s angry and when 
something moves him personally,‖ says Jeff Conroy, 
the show‘s executive producer. ―He‘s a guy on 
camera you see both yelling and crying. As a 
storyteller, that‘s one of the hardest things to find. 
You don‘t write lines for these guys, so you have to 
find characters that are willing to reveal themselves.‖ 

No one is more aware of Colburn‘s open-book 
personality than cameraman/producer Stanley, who 
stands right beside him in the wheelhouse filming 
the skipper. ―He cares about his crew so much,‖ 
says Stanley. ―I‘ve got hours of interviews with him 
crying after the incidents.‖ Stanley is talking about 
the handful of dangerous situations the Wizard 
weathered in what he calls an ―epic‖ 2008-09 
season. The 40-foot wave stands out as the most 
hair-raising and the one that sent Colburn reeling for 
weeks, according to Stanley. 

―All he could talk about was how lucky he was to 
have his crew alive,‖ Stanley says. ―He was 
questioning himself a lot — questioning his 
decisions, even though everything he did was as 
safe as possible.‖ 

Colburn had given the crew orders to abort the job 
— covering the traps with a tarp — if conditions got 
too dangerous. Conditions did get too dangerous, 
and Colburn tried to call it off, but the noise drowned 
out his command. Other crewmembers, including 
Colburn‘s brother, went forward to tell the men who 

were on top of the stack to stop. That‘s when the 
huge wave hit. 

―The boat dipped into a trough, and we could see 
the white water coming,‖ Stanley remembers. ―And 
Keith yelled ‗Hang on! Everybody hang on!‘ ‖ 

The wave slammed into Monte Colburn, who is the 
first mate and relief captain. ―He was moaning and 
standing there confused,‖ says Stanley. ―He was 
smashed off the bow, and he was saying, ‗Where‘s 
my crew, where‘s my crew?‘ It was haunting 
because the whole scene was just chaos.‖ 

Monte broke a rib. First mate Gary Soper suffered 
severe facial contusions with possible nerve 
damage, and deck hand Lynn Guitard received a 
black eye and bruised back. The captain 
immediately steamed for Dutch Harbor to seek 
medical help. 

―His acceptance of the responsibility for the incident 
as his fault and only his fault, regardless of the 
extraneous factors — that‘s what impressed me so 
much,‖ says Stanley, who has worked 15 trips on 
nine different vessels in the Bering Sea fishery for 
―Deadliest Catch.‖ ―After being with all these guys at 
sea, in my opinion, Keith is the most diligent on a 
moment-to-moment basis.‖ 

Ski bum no more 

The ―Deadliest Catch‖ has served as a vehicle to 
promote U.S. commercial fisheries and shows the 
public the hardships involved in bringing fresh 
seafood to the dock, says Colburn. ―I‘ve met a lot of 
fishermen from other regions like the Gulf Coast and 
the Eastern Seaboard — lobstermen in 
Massachusetts and Maine,‖ he says. ―And I think it 
has helped fishermen in all types of fisheries around 
the United States.‖ 

The show has also allowed Colburn to document his work 

and preserve it for his children and grandchildren to see. 

“That was the initial reason why I decided to do the 

show,” says Colburn, who has two sons — 13-year-old 

Caelan and 11-year-old Sienna — with his wife and 

business partner, Florence, who is 49. “I don’t have a 

whole lot of  
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Aboard the Wizard 

When Colburn bought the former Navy vessel from 
Jorgensen in 2005, he knew he was getting one of 
the best commercial fishing vessels in the Bering 
Sea. ―In 1945 the steel was better,‖ Colburn says. 
―It was all U.S. steel. It didn‘t have additives. They 
didn‘t mix it with stuff. They weren‘t using recycled 
steel to make plating.‖ 

Not only was the quality better, he claims, the 
construction was better, too. ―The ribs are closer 
together. The hull is all lap-welded instead of butt-
welded,‖ he says. ―They don‘t make vessels like 
this anymore. It‘s not cost-effective to build a boat 
the way they built the Wizard.‖ 

Jorgensen, who bought the vessel in 1978, used to 
work on research boats that were former Navy 
hulls. ―I noticed when we were up in northern 
waters in the middle of winter how good of a sea 
boat they were,‖ says Jorgensen. ―So I thought if I 
got a chance I‘d get a hull like that, make a crab 
boat out of it.‖ 

Jorgensen taught Colburn the importance of 
running the boat safely and taking no chances. He 
would often stop fishing in heavy weather while 
other skippers carried on, endangering their vessels 
and crews. Jorgensen also stressed the value of 
proper preparation and vessel maintenance. 

―The most important safety lessons are what you do 
prior to leaving the dock,‖ says Colburn. ―We go 
through pretty much everything we possibly can 
prior to setting sail. We have different types of drills. 
They could be anything from man-overboard to how 
to use a marine VHF or single sideband radio 
during an emergency situation. The most important 
safety lesson I‘ve learned is to be well-prepared.‖ 

In his public appearances and service 
announcements for the Coast Guard, Colburn 
preaches about preparedness for recreational 
boaters. ―Let everyone aboard your vessel know 
where the safety equipment is and how to use the 
marine radio if you have one,‖ he says. ―Always 
take yourself out of the equation. Make sure your 
crew is] prepared for an emergency — without you, 
the captain. That‘s one thing  
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historical 
reference for 
my children. 
It‘s an 
incredible 
opportunity.‖ 

Colburn 
created his 
own 
opportunity 24 years ago when he decided to leave 
the ski-bum life in Lake Tahoe and journey to 
Kodiak, Alaska, to work at sea. In 1985 he became a 
greenhorn on a Bering Sea crab boat, the 135-foot 
Alaska Trader. He took a job as a deck hand on the 
Wizard in 1988 and steadily worked his way up the 
ranks, earning his mate‘s license and moving from 
the deck to the pilothouse in 1990. In 1992, he 
received his 1,600-ton master‘s license and has 
remained there as skipper. 

―The serenity you can feel on the water at times — 
that‘s something that really draws me to the ocean,‖ 
says Colburn. ―Other times, the hardest part is the 
isolation and distance and time spent away from the 
family and your home.‖ 

The Bering Sea crabbing season runs from October 
through April. The Wizard returns to port 10 times 
during the season to drop off its catch, but the family 
sees Colburn only once. ―He‘s home for about six 
weeks through the holidays,‖ says Florence, who 
runs all off-boat aspects of their business, K.H. 
Colburn Inc. The two stay in touch via satellite 
phone and two-way radio, often speaking four to five 
times daily. 

―My kids can pick up the radio any time and hail the 
Wizard, and their dad is right there. That‘s the best 
part of having the radio,‖ she says. 

About 15 years ago, the only way she could talk to 
her husband was through ship-to-shore sideband 
radio. ―Keith would call the operator, and he would 
get in a queue to make a call to a landline,‖ she 
says. ―While he was waiting for his turn, he would 
have to listen to every conversation in front of him — 
both sides. And then when it‘s your turn, your 
conversation is out there for everybody to hear as 
well.‖ 

‘Boat Responsibly’ Campaign (cont’) 

Cont‘ on page 8 



The skipper says he spends enough time at sea for 
work, so in his downtime he rows a scull on the lake 
next to his home east of Seattle. (Yes, he wears a 
PFD while rowing.) However, his wife says the 
couple has dreams of buying a sailboat when they 
retire. ―A 40- to 50-foot vessel that we could sail to 
the wonderful tropical places around the world,‖ she 
says. 

But retirement is still a long way off, says Colburn. 
―I just purchased the boat a few years ago, so I 
have all of the debt associated with a large 
purchase,‖ he says. 

When will he haul in the crab pots for good? ―The 
day I start getting gun-shy would be the day I pull 
out of it,‖ he says. ―If I don‘t feel confident going out 
on the water and making good, quality decisions, 
that will probably be the day I will hang it up.‖ 

Makes sense for a safety-minded captain like 
Colburn.  
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I think recreational boaters fall victim to too many 
times. The operator of the boat could be the one who 
gets injured.‖ 

As spokesman for the ―Boat Responsibly‖ initiative, 
Colburn promotes PFD wear and cites Coast Guard 
statistics to state his case. For example, there were 
709 boating fatalities in 2008, according to the 
agency‘s Recreational Boating Statistics. More than 
two-thirds of the victims drowned and, of those, more 
than 90 percent weren‘t wearing a PFD. 

―Even if it‘s flat calm and it‘s a beautiful day and 
you‘re an Olympic swimmer, that doesn‘t mean that if 
you fall in the water you‘re going to survive without 
some type of flotation,‖ he says. 

Crewmembers aboard Wizard wear either inflatable 
vest-style PFDs or jackets with foam flotation. Both 
are comfortable and provide excellent buoyancy, he 
says. ―The technology has improved dramatically to 
where today you can wear a PFD and not even know 
that it‘s on,‖ says Colburn. ―My guys are at the point 
now that it‘s like their deck knife. Every man has a 
little serrated deck knife on his belt, and when you 
leave the gear room, you almost feel naked without 
your knife. They feel naked without their PFDs on.‖ 

Colburn also is a firm advocate in the use of EPIRBs. 
―Anybody that is going offshore any kind of distance 
should strongly consider or make it mandatory to 
have an EPIRB on board,‖ he says. ―Even if you file 
a float plan and you come up missing, it‘s a big body 
of water. If you deviate from your plan and you don‘t 
have communication, you‘re on your own. You‘re 
basically a little speck in the sea waiting to be bailed 
out.‖ 

And it‘s not enough to just have an EPIRB, he says. 
You must know how to properly mount it and how to 
use it. ―If that EPIRB is in a position where you can‘t 
get to it real quickly, then it‘s worthless,‖ says 
Colburn. He says the Wizard‘s EPIRB is mounted on 
the upper deck at the stern, clear of any antennas or 
wires and close to the lifeboat station. 

Colburn is considering taking safety to the next level 
by arming his crew with personal locator beacons 
(PLBs), which can be attached to their PFDs. 

A 
 bill now in Congress, S. 1666, could help 
ensure that all ethanol-blended gasoline sold 
is compatible with boat engines currently in 
use as well all other types of gasoline en-
gines. 

S.1666, the "Mid-Level Ethanol Blends Act of 2009" 
requires the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 
study the compatibility of blended fuels with current 
engines and fuel systems before it could allow ethanol 
concentrations higher than 10-percent. 

The current, 10-percent ethanol blend known as E-10 
has caused significant problems for marine engines 
and boat fuel systems, in some cases necessitating 
expensive replacement of in-hull fiberglass fuel tanks. 
No boat in use or on the market today has been de-
signed - or is warranted - to run fuel with greater than 
10-percent ethanol.  

S. 1666 is supported by BoatUS and a diverse coali-
tion of organizations, including environmental groups, 
engine manufacturers, food groups, consumer 
groups, and refiners.  

E-10 

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f%3As1666is.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f%3As1666is.txt.pdf


told the paper that after the Miami show, they 
anticipate recalling more workers.  
 

R 
iverboat Carrying 80 Runs Aground 
 

The Coast Guard says a riverboat 
carrying 80 passengers ran aground near 

Portland but no one was injured. 

The 87-foot Willamette Queen was being escorted 
by two Coast Guard vessels when it ran aground 
about 5:30 p.m. Sunday night at Oregon City. 

A Coast Guard helicopter and two boats rushed to 
the scene and a tugboat successfully freed the 
sternwheeler and towed it to Willamette Park in 
Portland. 

The Coast Guard says there were no injuries and 
the sternwheeler didn't appear to have serious 
damage. 
 

D 
on’t head out without a CO detector 
  

The other day, another squadron member 
and I were about three miles from shore 

in my boat when an alarm began sounding from 
somewhere on board.  

I stopped the boat to determine where the sound 
was coming from, but the alarm stopped before I 
could find it.  

After a bit of head-scratching, we continued on our 
way. Within minutes, the alarm started back up, 
and I immediately stopped the boat. 

Pretty sure the sound wasn‘t coming from the 
flybridge, I decided to check the cabin. As soon as I 
went below, I realized we were hearing the carbon 
monoxide detector alarm. 

Here‘s what happened: When we left the dock, I 
didn‘t open any hatches, and through the station 
wagon effect, the boat‘s forward motion drew 
exhaust into the cabin, where it collected.  

Rather than turn off the unit, I opened a forward 
hatch and let the clean air moving through the boat 
silence the alarm. You wouldn‘t consider not having 
detectors at home, so why forgo them on your 
boat?  
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Industry Scuttlebutt (cont) 
That may be true, but it seemed that crowds at the 
boat show Friday night were down from years past. 
Some at the boat show agreed. 

"It's a hobby; it's not a necessity," said Mike Finley of 
Mason, who added his family has been boating less 
to save money. 

Still, the hope is strong boat sales will be a beacon of 
better things to come, even as the economy 
struggles to stay afloat. 

The boating industry has actually been through 
tougher times than this. In the 1970s when the 
economy went south, interest rates shot through the 
roof, up to 20 percent in some cases. That made it 
virtually impossible to borrow money to buy a boat. 
 

N 
ew Jersey boat builders see signs of 
rebound 
 

A number of major New Jersey boat 
builders say they are seeing early signs of a rebound 
and have started rehiring, according to a report this 
week in the Press of Atlantic City.  

―We started bringing people back after the first of the 
year,‖ Brett Marshall, vice president of sales and 
marketing at Luhrs Marine Group, told the paper. He 
later added, "We‘re going to try to gradually build it 
back up. We don‘t want to hire and then have to lay 
people off.‖ Luhrs reduced its staff from 250 to 97 last 
year, but it rehired 10 workers in January.  

Other New Jersey manufacturers say they have also 
begun to rehire, though cautiously.  Viking Yacht Co. 
told the paper it has had a good run of sales, with 
about 15 boats sold from October through December. 
A spokesman said that if positive trends continue, by 
the end of this year the company will go from 50 
percent to 75 percent of capacity, and then to full 
capacity a year from now.  

Ocean Yachts saw its staff drop from 125 to 35 last 
year, but a representative of the company said he's 
hoping that by the end of the Miami Boat Show, they 
will have a few more boats on the line, which would 
allow the company to start selectively bringing people 
back a couple at a time.  

Egg Harbor Yachts was down to 10 employees last 
year but has hired five back, and a representative 

http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/breaking/article_39cf2ce6-1070-11df-a466-001cc4c03286.html


W 
hen I told the electronics technician that I 
had been spraying everything on my 
bridge with glass cleaner and wiping it 
down with paper towels, I thought his 

head was going to explode. I had no clue my cleaning 
habits were taboo. What's the proper way to clean 
and maintain your electrical gear? We talked to 
experts from two different manufacturers to find out. 

Soft Wipe 

There are two issues you need to consider when 
cleaning your electronics. One is chemical reaction 
and the resulting damage to knobs, buttons, housings, 
and lenses. The other is abrasion damage or 
scratching on lenses. According to Rob Bright of 
Navico, the parent company of Simrad and Lowrance, 
never use paper towels. Opt instead for any soft or 
microfiber cleaning cloth. Larry Till of Furuno 
specifically suggests using 3M's microfiber cloths. 
Also, make sure you rinse your screens lightly with 
freshwater before wiping; otherwise, dried salt 
deposits can scratch the fragile LCD screens. 

Caustic Cleansing 

Solvents and chemicals are the worst things you can 
put on your screens. Furuno applies an anti-reflective 
coating to its products, and a surprising number of 
cleaners destroy it. Till says that some marine 
products are waterproof, but that doesn't mean they're 
built to withstand high-pressure hosing. Also CRT 
screens aren't nearly as waterproof as LCDs and 
extra care must be taken when cleaning these 
devices. Go with a mild misting with freshwater and, if 
serious washing is needed, put plastic covers in place 
beforehand. If freshwater doesn't do the trick, start 
with mild detergents such as boat soaps or hand 
soaps. Progress carefully to more aggressive 
products if necessary. "Our service department 
receives some seriously weathered screens for repair. 
After regular cleaning with freshwater, we often resort 
to a product from Chemtronics called Screen Prep," 
says Till. It's a two-part system that consists of a 
single-use wet wipe (deionized water and 
isopropanol), and a single-use dry wipe. Similar LCD 
cleaning kits can be purchased at most computer or 
home electronics stores. Navico has gone largely to 
glass screens, which better resist abrasion, but even 
they have coatings that can rub off. "No matter what 
kind of screen you have, you want to treat it much like 
a camera lens," says Bright. What about keeping 
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Coming Clean: The Truth About Screen Care for Your Electronics 

screens clean at 
sea? Savvy 
captains keep a 
small spray bottle 
with freshwater 
nearby for rinsing. 

Bezel Behavior 

Bezels often fade 
and lose color with 
time. To prevent sun damage and fading both of our 
experts stressed that covers should be placed on 
electronics when they're not in use. Can anything restore 
the color to faded units? Both Till and Bright say no, but 
I'm not so sure. During my time as first mate on some 
older charter boats, I'd carefully wax the bezels. Several 
coats added oils to the parched material and brought 
back some color. But electronics manufacturers don't 
accept this solution. What about the back side of the 
units? Both technicians agree that these electronics 
don't require any dusting or cleaning of fans or air 
intakes. Unlike your home computer they are designed 
to keep dust and harmful particles out. What about 
protecting the connections? Bright suggests that a small 
application of silicone grease or Vaseline will help 
prevent them from seizing or corroding, and Till 
recommends using the provided rubber boots to cover 
any unconnected plugs. Regarding cleaning and 
maintaining your electronics, less is more, and when it 
comes to maintenance, that's always good to hear.    

W 
e all knew it was coming and here it is. The 
USCG announced the official date for the 
end of Loran-C signal…February 
8th.  Canada will also decommission its 

Loran-C system in 2010. An official date has not been 
set in Canada but it's expected to take place on or 
before October 1, 2010.  
 

TERMINATION OF ALL U.S. LORAN-C SIGNALS  
1. IAW THE 2010 DHS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, THE U.S. COAST 
GUARD WILL TERMINATE THE TRANSMISSION OF ALL U.S. 
LORAN-C SIGNALS EFFECTIVE 2000Z 08 FEB 2010. AT THAT 
TIME, THE U.S. LORAN-C SIGNAL WILL BE UNUSABLE AND 
PERMANENTLY DISCONTINUED. THIS TERMINATION DOES 
NOT AFFECT U.S. PARTICIPATION IN THE RUSSIAN-AMERICAN 
OR CANADIAN LORAN-C CHAINS. U.S. PARTICIPATION IN 
THESE CHAINS WILL CONTINUE TEMPORARILY IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS.  

Termination of Loran  



A 
 22-year-old woman has become the 
youngest person to row across the Atlantic.  
Katie Spotz completed the 2,817 mile 
journey in 

70 days.  She was 
greeted by her 
father and brother 
after reaching 
Georgetown, 
Guyana, South 
America having 
weathered storms, 
shark infested seas 
and even an on 
board fire. 

Her effort eclipsed 
the previous record 
for the youngest 
solo ocean rower 
which was set by 
23-year-old Briton 
Oliver Hicks. She 
rowed from New 
Jersey on America's east coat to England in 2005.  
Spotz had set off in her 19ft British built yellow 
rowing boat from Dakar, Senegal, on January 3rd.  
She was strapped into the boat to stop her from 
being tossed out during stormy weather that she 
encountered on the route.  A US Coast Guard vessel 
shadowed her as she approached south America to 
prevent her from being attacked by pirates.  
Amazingly, Spotz, from Cleveland, had little boating 
experience before setting off.  Her only practice was 
a 40-mile row on Lake Erie in which she ended up 
running aground.  Spotz, who took two years to raise 
the money for the £60,000 cost of the adventure, 
survived on freeze dried food and energy bars. 

A day before reaching Guyana on Sunday her global 
tracking system caught fire and she had to use a fire 
extinguisher to put out the blaze.  After setting foot 
on land for the first time in two months Spotz said her 

biggest worry was 
the boat capsizing 
as she was 
battered by 20ft 
waves.  'The 
hardest part was 
just the solo part,' 
Spotz said, saying 

she struggled with boredom and had trouble sleeping 
inside the cramped, 19-foot (6-meter) row boat.   

She rowed to raise money and awareness for the Blue 
Planet Run Foundation, a non-profit organization whose 
goal is to bring clean drinking water to the estimated 1 
billion people worldwide who lack it.  'The records are 
just a bonus for Katie. Rowing the Atlantic and raising 
funds for clean water are the things she really cares 
about,' said her coach Sam Williams.  Spotz rowed for 
as many as 10 hours a day with breaks for naps, 
navigation and boat maintenance.  

At night, she would drift aboard the specially designed 
ocean row boat, which had equipment including solar 
panels for power, a satellite phone and a laptop 
computer.  She had little fresh food aside from sprouts 
grown aboard the boat.  'I would cook three dehydrated 
meals a day on a little stove,' she said as she devoured 
a melon at the dock in Georgetown.   'At night I would 
update my Facebook and e-mails. There is not much 
else to do on a row boat.' 
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Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 
Lt/C Maureen Medure, P 

120 Hillcrest Ave. 

Morristown, NJ 07960 
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Calendar 

Apr. 19 Exec. Committee Meeting Madison House 

Apr. 25 Change of Watch Mountain Lakes Club 

May 17 Exec. Committee Meeting Madison House 

May 24-27 ABC v3 Montville Library 

June 27  Exec. Committee Meeting Madison House 

Early July  Fire Extinguisher Training  Morris Fire & Police Academy 

July 17 rain(18) Sail - Power Day North Raritan Bay 



2010-2011 Watch Year Calendar  
Includes Lackawanna, District and National 

 
28 April 2010- Seminar –Trailering 

29 & 30 April/1 & 2 May 2010 – Liberty Boat Show 
 

5 May 2010 – Seminar – Powerboat Handling 
5 May 2010 - D/4 Council Meeting 

12 May 2010 – Seminar - Partner in Command 
22-28 May 2010 - National Safe Boating Week 

 24-27 May 2010 - Public Boating Course given 
16 May 2010 - Squadron Commander‘s Brunch 
17 May 2010 - Executive Committee Meeting 
19 May 2010 – Seminar – Rules of the Road 

  
 2 June 2010 - D/4 Council Meeting 

2 June 2010 – Seminar – Basic Coastal Navigation 
9 June 2010 – Seminar – Sail, Trim & Rigging 

12 June 2009 - DEO Meeting  
21 June 2010 - Executive Committee Meeting 

 
7 July 2010 - Fire Extinguisher Training - Parsippany, NJ 

 9-11 July 2010 D/4 City Island Rendezvous 
17 (18) July 2010-Sail and Power Day North 

 
6-8 August 2010 - D/4 Atlantic City Rendezvous - Atlantic City, NJ 

August 2010 - Barnegat Bay Cruise 
18 August 2010 - D4 Bridge Meeting 

16 August 2010 - Executive Committee Meeting 
  25 August 2010 - D/4 Council Meeting 

 30 August/1-4 September 2010 USPS Governing Board - Seattle  
 

11 September 2010 - Sail and Power South Clambake at  
Shore Acres Club - Brick, NJ 

15 September 2010-DEO Meeting 
20 September 2010- Executive Committee Meeting 

 



6 October 2010-D/4 Council Meeting 
October 2010 - Fall Member Classes Start 

October 2010 - Public Boating Course Given 
15 October 2010 - Fall Membership Meeting at New Vernon Firehouse 

18 October 2010 - Executive Committee Meeting 
22 October 2010 – D/4 Cocktail/Dinner Party 

23 October 2010-D/4 Fall Conference and Council Meeting 
 

15 November 2010 – Executive Committee Meeting 
 

1 December 2010-D/4 Council Meeting 
5 December 2010 - Holiday Party 

20 December 2010- Executive Committee Meeting 
 

5 January 2011 -  D/4 Council Meeting 
January 2011 –  New York Boat Show 

12 January 2011 - DEO Meeting 
17 January 2011 - Executive Committee Meeting 

 
1-5 February 2011-USPS National Annual Meeting-Disney World, Orlando, FL 

11 February 2011 - Founders Day at New Vernon Firehouse 
February 2011 - Spring Member Classes Start 
February 2011 - Public Boating Course Given 

21 February 2011- Executive Committee Meeting 
February 2011 - Atlantic City Boat Show 

February 2011 - NJ Boat Show - Raritan, NJ 
 

11 March 2011 - D/C‘s Cocktail Party 
12 March 2011 - D/4 Spring Conference/Change of Watch 

20 March 2010 – D/4 Memorial Service 
21 March 2011 - Executive Committee Meeting 

25 March 2011 - Spring Membership Meeting at New Vernon Firehouse 
 

18 April 2011 - Executive Committee Meeting 
24 April 2011 - Change of Watch 


