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N 
ow that our boats are safely 
winterized it is time to think 
about getting ready for next 
season.  Some of us will 

work on small maintenance items we 
brought home when we stripped the 
boat, some of us will plan on 
attending boat shows, some will head 
to warmer waters to continue boating 
interests, and some will impatiently 
wait for next Spring. 
 
My recommendation is to spend the 
time increasing your boating skills by 
attending LSPS classes or seminars 
to be given in February, April and 
May. 
 
Our squadron is offering many 
courses and seminars designed to 
make your next season safer and 
more fun. 
 
An excellent choice would be our 
newest seminar titled “Suddenly in 
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Command”.   
 
It is designed for the spouse, 
significant other, friend, relative or 
anyone who might find themselves in 
charge of getting help and/or getting 
back to port safely should the normal 
captain become incapacitated or 
involved in dealing with an 
emergency. 
 
Many people in that situation would 
not know how to use the radio, start, 
run, or safely dock a boat.  This 
seminar will give that person the 
confidence to safely handle a 
potentially dangerous situation. 
 
Look over the list of classes and 
seminars; I‟m sure you will find one or 
two that will satisfy the urge to start 
preparing for the next season, as well 
as help make you a better, safer 
boater.  

Founders Day 

Winter 2009 

Cdr Richard Pfaff, JN 
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New Vernon Firehouse 
Feb. 5th   7:00PM 

Talks and round table discussions on local boating areas 

 NJ Shore - Navasink & Shrewsbury Rivers 
 Long Island Sound 

Please see the attached flier for more information 

Vol. 51 Number 4 



Winter Classes 2010 
 

Advanced Piloting - Feb. 2 - $40.00 
Marine Communications Systems - Feb. 2 

- TBD 
Sail - Feb. 2 - $45.00 

Navigation (cont) - Jan. 7 
Weather - Feb. 2 - $55.00 

Cruise Planning - May 6 - $35.00 
Seamanship - Apr. 22 - $45.00 

Instructor Development - Apr. 20 - NO 
COST 

 
For info on all courses or to sign up 

please email 
education@lackawanna.org   

or call 973 635-7576  
 

Spring Seminars 2010 
 

Our seminars for this season are planned for April 
and May.  Make sure to look out for: “Suddenly in 

Command.”  More information to follow in the 
Spring Totem. 

 

For info on all seminars please email 
education@lackawanna.org   

or call 973 635-7576  

Education Corner 
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There's even more to your excellent story 
explaining how the New Jersey mandatory 
boating safety courses are driving down accidents 
and fatalities.  A large number of states have 
enacted mandatory boating education, and 
whereas the statistics in your story are 
impressive, they are even more impressive if you 
go back further.   
 
In 1974 (before many states required boating 
education) there were approximately 6 million 
registered pleasure boats in the US, and there 
were 1754 fatalities.  By 2008 there were now 
approximately 13 million registered boats and 
fatalities had dropped to 709, or 1045 fewer 
fatalities.   
 
The two primary boating safety educators in the 
United States are the United States Power 
Squadrons and Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.  Nationally, in 2007, there was only 1 
death among those persons who took a USPS 
course and 6 who took the CG Auxiliary 
course.  The remaining 702 fatalities were among 
those who took no course or a course other than 
USPS or the Auxiliary.   
 
I recall the lunch that Joe Miciak (a member of the 
NY/NJ Harbor Anti Terrorism Commission) and I 
had with you when the mandatory boating course 
legislation was before the NJ legislature. Joe and 
I also met with senators to provide information to 
the them to help shape the legislation.  When 
New Jersey passed the mandatory boating 
education legislation (A2624), a large number of 
people saw an opportunity to profit from it and 
began teaching courses, many of which were 
poorly taught.  In fact, Trooper Rich Brown sent 
undercover troopers to some of the suspicious 
courses, and four people are now being 
prosecuted.  USPS has been teaching boating 
safety courses since about 1924 and is a 501c(3) 
none profit organization.  In fact, during WW II, 
USPS trained navigators for the Navy, and 
President Roosevelt  

Smoother sailing for Jersey's Boaters - 
The rest of the story  

GOLDCO ENGINEERING LLC 
Mobile Marine Electrical Services 

The Jersey Shore’s Powerboat Specialist 
 

Navigation * Communications * Networks 
Audio * Lighting * AC / DC Systems Diagnostics and 

Repairs * Upgrades 
Outboard and I/O Winterization  

 

732-504-5016 or 201-213-2201 
Fully Insured 

Cont‟ on page 11 

by Don Baker  
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Dick Aiken and Art 

Epstein taking 
sights at Sandy 

Hook. 

America’s Boating Course (ABC v3) 

Winter 2010 
SEMESTER  

 
ABC awards the boat safety certificate required in 
New Jersey to operate a power vessel or personal 
watercraft. Currently, all power vessel operators 
born in 1949 or later are required to possess a 

certificate. On and after June 1, 2009, all power 
vessel operators must possess the certificate.  

 
FOUR TUESDAY NIGHTS 
Feb. 9 - Mar. 9  7PM - 9PM 

Montville Township Public Library 
Anthony Pisano 
973-402-2672 

publiced@lackawanna.org 
 

On-line registration at www.lackawanna.org 
is required by Feb. 3 
$70.00 per person 

 
Please tell friends and relatives about ABC.  
Contact Anthony Pisano to help or proctor. 

Assistance is needed on all evenings 

 
Have some time 
to kill on the cold 

winter nights? 
 
 
 

http://www.shegame.com/cat/50/
Boat/flash-games-1 

 
Thanks to Tom Hendershot for the link 
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 2010 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS $30 
each.  To purchase or for more 
information contact Joan Watts 973-377-
5153 

 CPR/FA Training Sat., Jan 30. 2010, at 
Dow Chemical Corp. in Bound Brook, NJ. 
all day course starting at 8 and going into 
the afternoon.  Bring your lunch. Please 
call if you are interested: Chris Windeler,    
908 879-5066, cwindeler@comcast.net  

 SAVE THE DATE - 2010 Change of 
Watch - April 25th  

Announcements 

Winter 2009 

Winter Public Courses 

Games for Boaters 

N Students Take Sights 

mailto:publiced@lackawanna.org
http://www.shegame.com/cat/50/Boat/flash-games-1
http://www.shegame.com/cat/50/Boat/flash-games-1
mailto:cwindeler@comcast.net
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Industry Scuttlebutt 

M 
adoff Boats Head to Auction Block   
 
Interested buyers are getting the 
chance to bid on a vintage 55-foot 

yacht and two smaller boats that were once owned 
by imprisoned financier Bernard Madoff. 
 
Madoff's 1969 Rybovich sportfisher, a 38-foot 
Shelter Island runabout and a 24-foot Maverick 
center console are headed for auction in South 
Florida on Tuesday. Bids will also be taken on 
Madoff's black 1999 Mercedes-Benz CLK 320 
convertible and a 61-foot fishing yacht that was 
formerly owned by his right-hand man. 
 
Proceeds from the auction will go to investors in 
Madoff's massive Ponzi scheme. He is currently 
serving a 150-year federal prison sentence in 
North Carolina. 
 

N 
avy Finds Lax Behavior Aboard Sub in 
Collision   
 
The crew of a U.S. submarine made 

dozens of errors before the vessel collided with an 
American warship in the Persian Gulf, an accident 
that exposed lax leaders who tolerated sleeping, 
slouching and a radio room rigged with music 
speakers, a Navy review found. 
 
Navy investigators placed blame for the March 
collision on the submarine's "ineffective and 
negligent command leadership," including what 
they called a lack of standards and failure to 
adequately prepare for navigating the busy Strait of 
Hormuz. 
 
The Navy Times newspaper first reported the 
findings Sunday after obtaining a heavily redacted 
copy of the Navy's report through a Freedom of 
Information Act request. A Connecticut newspaper, 
The Day of New London, made a similar request 
and reported the findings Wednesday. 
 
The USS Hartford, a nuclear-powered submarine 
based in Groton, Conn., collided with the USS New 

Orleans, a San Diego-based Navy amphibious 
ship, on March 20 in the narrow, heavily traveled 
strait at the mouth of the Persian Gulf. 
 
The New Orleans' fuel tank was ruptured and 15 
sailors on the Hartford sustained minor injuries. 
The collision caused $2.3 million in damage to 
the New Orleans, and the cost so far of repairs to 
the Hartford is $102.6 million. 
 
The commanding officer was relieved of his 
duties and the sub's chief of the boat, an adviser 
to the commanding officer, was reassigned. 
Several crew members were punished. 
 
The report said the crew of the New Orleans 
bears no fault, and that crew members aboard 
the USS Hartford made numerous errors in the 
hour before the collision. 
 
"Correction of any one of nearly 30 tactical and 
watchstander errors, or adherence to standard 
procedures, could have prevented this collision," 
Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., commander of U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command, wrote in endorsing the 
investigation's findings. 
 
The submarine had five known "sleepers," or 
sailors who would routinely nod off on watch, but 
no disciplinary action was taken, the report 
states. Two of the five sailors were working 
during the collision, but investigators found no 
evidence they were asleep. 
 
During the hour before the collision, investigators 
say, sonar operators in charge of monitoring 
nearby ships were chatting informally; the 
supervisor left his station; the navigator was 
taking an exam while listening to his iPod; and 
the officer in command did not check the 
periscope. 
 
The lax behavior that day wasn't unusual, 
according to the report. The Hartford's command 
leadership routinely observed informal behavior 

Cont. on page 9 



accidents to increased reporting. He said as part of a new 
regulation requiring nearly all boaters to obtain a safety 
certificate, instructors stress the importance of reporting 
incidents on 
the 
waterways. 
 
„„The waters of 
the state of 
New Jersey 
today are 
safer for 
boaters than 
they were 10 
years ago,‟‟ he 
said. „„New Jersey‟s statistics are doing better than states 
without mandatory education. I do feel education is 
definitely a big step in improving the problems.‟‟ 
 
During those 10 years, the highest number of fatalities 
came in 2002, when 20 people were killed in boat 
accidents. The number dropped two years in a row, to eight 
and then four, but picked up again in 2006 with 11 fatalities. 
That figure dropped again to eight in 2007 but rose once 
more to 11 last year. 
 
Harrison said the number of fatalities is too low to 
extrapolate any meaningful interpretation. 
He also said a stronger State Police presence on the water 
would deter more boaters from breaking the law. But with 
the cuts to the State Police budget and the anticipated 
continuing economic woes for the state, Harrison said he 
doesn‟t expect that to happen anytime soon. 
 
State Police released the statistics in anticipation of 
waterfowl hunting season, a time when accidents can 
quickly turn deadly because of the colder water 
temperatures compared with the summer, even though 
there are fewer boats on the water. 
 
Last year, eight of the 11 fatalities were related to cold-
weather boating, said State Police Sgt. David Labriola, who 
is assigned to the Marine Service Bureau. 
 
Brown said physiological reactions in the body cause a 
person who falls overboard in cold water to gasp for air, 
making it more likely the person will breathe in water before 
the body temperature decreases, a condition known as 
hypothermia. 
„„They don‟t last long enough to die from hypothermia,‟‟ 
Brown said. „„They die from drowning long before 
hypothermia sets in.‟‟ 
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R 
ecreational boating in New Jersey is getting safer, 
a byproduct of mandatory educational 
requirements for nearly everyone who operates 
some type of vessel on the state‟s waterways, 

state officials said. 
 
Statistics released by New Jersey State Police show the 
number of accidents on the water dropped 38 percent since 
1998, the year after all riders of personal watercraft were 
required to take a boating safety course. 
 
But the statistics, compiled by the State Police and the U.S. 
Coast Guard, also show last year‟s boating season saw a 
spike in accidents and injuries not seen since 2001. 
 
 Andrew Mills/The Star-LedgerState Police say safety 
classes for recreational boaters, mandated by lawmakers for 
almost everyone in 1996 and 1997, have caused a long-term 
decline in accidents. Here, a pair of Ocean Grove lifeguards 
watch over their water as the Belmar-based party boat 
Ocean Explorer heads back to port over the summer. 
 
The number of deaths and injuries continues to fluctuate 
even though the number of recreational boats on the water 
dipped last year to one of its lowest levels in the past decade. 
 
„„From 1996 and 1997 when those (boating safety) laws were 
passed, the number of accidents and related injuries dropped 
tremendously,‟‟ said Trooper Rich Brown Jr., who is assigned 
to the State Police Marine Services Bureau. „„There are some 
years there are bumps and spikes, but on a whole there was 
a downward trend.‟‟ 
 
Responding to an increasing number of accidents involving 
personal watercraft, the state Legislature in 1996 required 
operators of those vessels who were 16 and younger to 
obtain a safety certification. A year later, lawmakers changed 
the requirement to apply to all personal watercraft operators 
regardless of age, Brown said. 
 
It didn‟t take long to see results. In 1998, there were 225 
reported accidents on New Jersey‟s waterways, and by 2002 
that number dropped to 70, the lowest level in the past 
decade. 
But the number of accidents started to rise in 2003 and has 
fluctuated ever since. Last year, when there were 185,359 
registered boats in New Jersey, the number of accidents 
reached 140, a level not seen since 2001 when 143 
accidents were logged and there were 206,562 registered 
vessels. The 2006 boating season, with 84 accidents, saw 
the second-lowest level of accidents in the past decade 
despite there being 205,967 registered boats. 
 
Edward Harrison Jr., acting chairman of the state Boating 
Safety Regulation Commission, attributed the rise in 

Safety Classes Caused Long-term Decline in N.J. 



A 
 New York Coast Guard officer has been relieved 
of command after dramatic photos surfaced on the 
Internet of two rescue boats training in heavy surf 
generated by Hurricane Bill off the eastern end of 

Long Island.  
 
A Coast Guard commander said Chief Petty Officer James 
Weber put his boats and crews in a dangerous situation 
during the August storm, according to Newsday. 

Thomas Colla/Newsday  
 
One spectacular picture showed one of the $1.2 million, 47-
foot motor lifeboats half out of the water with its bow pointed 
skyward as it flew over the top of a cresting swell near 
Montauk. 
 
The award-winning photos were made by a photographer 
Thomas Colla — you can see them on the website 
tcolla.com — who said on his Twitter and Facebook pages 
that he was not happy about th Coast Guard action. 
"Really sorry if my photos had anything to do with this," he 
wrote on Facebook. "Not feeling good at all about this." 
In an interview with Newsday, he said: "He was motoring 
around the wave...from what I was seeing, he was very 
capable and very intelligent in what he was doing." The 
newspaper said that Colla's father was a yeoman chief in the 
Coast Guard Reserve, and that Colla would be willing to 
testify in Weber's defense. 
Coast Guard Capt. Daniel Ronan says neither Weber nor 
the skipper of a second boat was properly qualified to 
operate in surf that high. Weber could still be reinstated if he 
appeals. 
 
In 2007, similar photos surfaced — published first on Mad 
Mariner — of a Coast Guard motor lifeboat capsizing in 12- 
to 15-foot surf in California's Morrow Bat Harbor. Nobody 
was injured and no Coast Guard action was taken. 

M 
any operators equip their boats with a “ditch bag” 
or onboard emergency kit loaded with anything 
and everything they might need if they have to 
abandon ship or spend the night on a lonely 

shore. Consider the following basics; then customize your 
kit for the season and your boating location:  

 Waterproof, portable VHF marine-band radio 

 Flashlight with extra batteries 

 First-aid kit 

 Emergency blankets 

 Change of clothes Additional signaling devices: flares, 

whistle, personal locator beacon, fire starters 

 High-energy snacks 

 Freshwater 
 Stow these materials in a waterproof bag or container to 
protect them from rain, sleet, snow or spray. Keep the bag 
handy to grab at a moment‟s notice. 
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Relieved of Command Ditch Bag 

T 
he New York Boat Show is moving back into its tra-
ditional time frame from the holiday dates it had re-
cently occupied, the National Marine Manufacturers 
Association reported in a recent release.  

 
The 105th annual show will be cut from nine days to five and 
take place Jan. 20-24 at the Jacob K. Javits Convention 
Center in New York City. Last year the show was held Dec. 
13-21. From 2003 to 2009, customers often missed the 
show due to holiday travel schedules and festivities, accord-
ing to the NMMA.  
 
“NMMA has worked persistently over the last seven years to get 
the New York Show dates changed and avoid the challenging holi-
day timing,” Linda Waddell, vice president of NMMA northern 
shows, said in the release. “We‟re extremely optimistic about the 
opportunities now available to our exhibitors by making the show 
more available to regional boating enthusiasts and residents of 
New York City — this is truly a brand new day for the New York 
Boat Show.”  
 
Jonathan Pritko has been appointed show manager. Pritko also 
manages NMMA‟s Atlantic City International Power Boat Show and 
Norwalk International In-Water Boat Show  

NY Boat Show 

http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/people-in-montalk-knock-coast-guard-officer-s-removal-1.1546904
http://tcolla.com/
http://tcolla.com/
http://www.facebook.com/photos.php?id=70845487770
http://www.madmariner.com/seamanship/weather/story/COAST_GUARD_CAPSIZE_MORRO_BAY_122007_SW
http://www.madmariner.com/seamanship/weather/story/COAST_GUARD_CAPSIZE_MORRO_BAY_122007_SW
http://www.madmariner.com/seamanship/weather/story/COAST_GUARD_CAPSIZE_MORRO_BAY_122007_SW


T 
he Marine Trades Association of New Jersey (MTA/NJ) 
unveiled the results of a two year effort to quantify the 
economic impacts of recreational boating in the State of 
New Jersey at the Association‟s Annual Dinner & 

Elections.   This study, the first of its kind in New Jersey, directly 
measured expenditures related to recreational boating and their 
impact on the state's economy.  
 
New Jersey is well known for its popular water-related recreational 
activities. The state boasts 127 miles of coastal shoreline along 
the Atlantic Ocean, 1,792 miles of tidal shoreline, and over 4,000 
lakes, rivers, and bays (NJDEP 2008). In addition to providing 
enjoyment, the recreational boating industry contributes 
substantially to local and state economies.  The industry provides 
jobs in many sectors of the work force, attracts tourism, and 
provides tax revenues.  The purpose of the study was to 
characterize New Jersey‟s recreational boating population and to 
quantify the real impact of recreational boating on New Jersey‟s 
economy. 
 
The data used in the study was captured from a survey of New 
Jersey‟s registered boaters.  Boaters were asked to provide 
information on how much was spent on boat purchases, 
equipment, boat repair, insurance, services, and annual fees 
associated with the use of marinas. Information on trip related 
expenditures such as launching fees, lodging, food, gas, boater 
profile and geographic information was also collected. The survey 
results indicate that New Jersey boaters spent approximately 
$2.1billion dollars on in-state recreational boating activities in 
2006.  Of the money spent, $1.1 billion were trip-related 
expenditures and $938 million were in annual boating purchases 
(such as registration fees, maintenance, etc.).  The study also 
showed that New Jersey‟s recreational boating industry provides 
approximately 18,000 jobs.    
 
The project was funded in part from an I BOAT NJ Program Grant.  
The I BOAT NJ program is funded from revenue derived from the 
boater registration fees and managed by the NJDOT Office of 
Maritime Resources.   The MTA/NJ retained the services of HDR 
Engineering, Inc. to conduct the study with a team of economists 
led by Project Manager, Jennifer Curran.  Over the past eight 
years, Ms. Curran has worked with the NJDOT Office of Maritime 
Resources and the Marine Trades Association of New Jersey on 
several projects relating to recreational boating and the state 
channel dredging program.  
 
“The data captured from this study finally proves how recreational 
boating substantially contributes to the economy and how 
important the industry is to the state.  Boating in New Jersey is 
serious business and this study clearly demonstrates how much 
we need to work to protect and promote it.  The report is also a 
valuable resource that will be extremely helpful to decision 
makers, managers, planners and anyone concerned with 
recreational boating and New Jersey‟s economy,” Melissa Danko, 
Executive Director of the MTA/NJ, stated.  
 

Click here for the full report of the Economic Impact Study.   
  
Click here for only the Executive Summary. 
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MTA/NJ 

N 
ew boat sales were down by 36.5 percent and 
total dealership sales were down by 25.5 percent 
for the average dealer tracked by Spader 
Business Management during the eight-month 

period ended Aug. 31, compared to the same period of 
2008, the company reported in a recent statement.  
 
The average dealer reported year-to-date new boat sales of 
$2,732,903 and average total dealership sales of 
$5,704,576 for the first eight months of 2009. This compares 
to the average new boat sales of $4,304,229 and the 
average total dealership sales of $7,656,982 reported for the 
first eight months of 2008.  
 
The training and consulting firm tracks North American boat 
dealers, both large and small, to compile an average profile, 
then compares year-over-year trends in a number of 
different categories.  
 
Pre-owned boat sales for the average dealer tracked by 
Spader Business Management brought in $800,899 during 
the first eight months of the year, down only 8.7 percent 
when compared to the same time frame in 2008, according 
to Spader.  
 
New boat inventory levels were down 20.9 percent for the 
first eight months of the year — from $3,442,941 to 
$2,725,038. Spader reported pre-owned boat inventory was 
down 3.8 percent to $396,151 during this period, resulting in 
a total inventory decline of 19 percent.  
 
F&I revenue fell 42.3 percent and service revenue dropped 
11 percent for the period, while parts and accessories 
revenue was down 8.8 percent, marina revenue was down 
14.5 percent and other department sales fell 2.4 percent.  
 
The total dealership gross margin percentage was up by 0.9 
percentage points because with boat sales down, a greater 
percentage of revenue is coming from higher margin areas 
such as parts & accessories, service, finance & insurance 
and marinas, Spader explained. Unit gross margin 
percentages were down by 1.7 percentage points to 15.3 
percent, compared to last year.  
 
“Spending in terms of dollars is running about 19 percent 
lower than the dollars spent in 2008,” said Spader. 
“However, as a percentage of gross margin, personnel 
expenses, floorplan interest expense and fixed expenses 
are all higher.”  
 
The average dealer‟s net profit for the year as of the end of 
August was 2.2 percent of sales or $124,343, compared to 
3.5 percent of sales in 2008. This represents a more than 50
-percent decrease in net profit dollars, Spader pointed out.  

Boat Sales Down 36% + 

http://www.mtanj.org/content/files/Economic%20Impact%20Study%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://www.mtanj.org/content/files/Executive%20Summary.pdf


becoming more numerous.  
 
Experts say with the souring economy an increased 
number of boats are being set free and left to sink, 
Koeppen said. Owners are finding it easier, she said, 
to abandon ship than pay the high price of 
maintenance. Some are committing insurance fraud 
by cashing in on their policies, after sinking their own 
boats, Koeppen said.  
 
Dipre said, "Maybe they paid a little bit of money for it, 
and said it's just not worth it to fix it up. And so they 
leave them. What happens then, is the taxpayer, and 
the state of Florida, become responsible for removing 
those vessels."  
 
Getting rid of derelict boats is a slow and expensive 
process, Koeppen reported. The removal of one boat 
Koeppen found being extricated from the Florida Keys 
will cost taxpayers roughly $15,000.  
 
And from Florida to California, states all across the 
country are spending millions removing boats, 
Koeppen said.  
 
But Sprauge says even more needs to be done to get 
these boats out of the water. "People are going to get 
killed. These pieces of boat are going to pop up, float 
away, get in someone else's path, they won't be as 
lucky as we were, and be killed."  
 
The added challenge, Koeppen said, is that once one 
boat is removed, another pops up. There are 
thousands of derelict boats, she said, that need to be 
removed all across the country.  
 
But why not go after the owners of the boats and have 
them pay to remove them? Koeppen said the state 
needs to find the owners first. Many of these boats 
have been stripped of their identification numbers, 
Koeppen said, and in many cases, the owners have 
fled the state or don't have the money to pay.  
 
As for the penalty for dumping a boat, Koeppen told 
"Early Show" co-anchor Maggie Rodriguez it's a 
fine, but not a large one.  
 
Koeppen said the best course is to just pay for 
your boat to be disposed of properly, which could 
cost just a couple hundred dollars.  
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Derelict Boats Pile Up Costs for Taxpayers 

Boat Owners Abandon Them in 
Waterways; Municipalities Spending 

Millions on Cleanup 
 

T 
he tough economy is making waves for boat 
owners.  
 
Many people can't afford the luxury of having a 

boat anymore, and it's causing problems all across the 
country: America's waterways are becoming dumping 
grounds filled with boats just left there by their owners.  
 
But somebody has to clean that mess up. And 
taxpayers are now footing the bill.  
 
"Early Show" 
consumer 
correspondent 
Susan Koeppen 
reports derelict 
boats are 
becoming an all-
too-familiar sight 
along the nation's 
coastlines. Boats, 
for one reason or 
another, are 
being abandoned by their owners.  
 
Bill Sprauge, of Fla., knows abandoned boats are more 
than just an eyesore and environmental threat -- they 
pose a serious threat to boaters.  
 
Sprague and his wife were boating near their home 
outside West Palm Beach, Fla., when they hit a huge 
chunk of a derelict boat.  
 
"All of a sudden with were launched completely out of 
the water," Sprague said. "We were completely 
airborne. And I knew I hit something substantial."  
 
Sprague estimates there are about 20 abandoned 
boats in the waterways he travels.  
 
And in Florida, Koeppen reported, it's estimated 
thousands of boats have been dumped.  
 
Lt. David Dipre, of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, said, "Derelict vessels are 



 
"It's part of Antarctic tourism — we always warn 
passengers about possible delays," Vyacheslav 
Naganyuk, the head of icebreaker fleet at the 
Fareastern Shipping Company, said in a statement. 
"Tourists witnessed real difficulties of shipping amid 
the splendor of Antarctica, and I think they will keep 
special memories of it." 
 
The cruise was advertised as a unique opportunity to 
watch emperor penguins in their natural habitat. The 
Finnish-built icebreaker has been used as a cruise ship 
for several years and carries two helicopters. 
 

Y 
amaha discontinues Century Boats 
 
Yamaha Motor Corp. U.S.A. announced 
today it will discontinue production of Century 

Boats effective immediately. The company has 63 full-
time employees. 
 
"The Century brand has a long history in the marine 
industry, and the decision to discontinue production 
was difficult to make, but market conditions have made 
it difficult to sustain an acceptable level of performance 
at the Panama City [Fla.] based facility," said Phil 
Dyskow, president of Yamaha Marine Group and 
Century Boat Company, in a statement. 
 
Century Boats has seen its wholesale and retail sales 
decline sharply during the last 12 months, according to 
the statement. 
 
The company will continue to provide its dealers and 
customers with parts and service and will honor 
warranties through its existing network of dealers. The 
company has 45 dealers in 18 states. 
 
Yamaha purchased Century in 1995 as part of a plan 
to grow market share for its outboard motors in the 
offshore category. Annual sales for Century peaked in 
2007 at more than 1,000 boats annually. 
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Industry Scuttlebutt (cont) 
by sailors operating the submarine, but did not 
immediately correct it, investigators found. 
 
Those piloting the sub would often slouch in their 
seats with one hand on the controls, and 
sometimes take their shoes off, sonar operators 
and radiomen were missing from their stations for 
extended periods, and speakers were added to the 
radio room to listen to music during work. 
 
"This appearance of a lack of standards, and of a 
general reticence to hold personnel accountable to 
standards, did not inspire either the questioning 
attitude or the forceful watch team backup" that 
could have helped avoid the collision, the report 
said. 
 
The Hartford's commanding officer, Cmdr. Ryan 
Brookhart, was relieved of his duties after the 
accident. He could not immediately be located for 
comment Wednesday. 
 
Commander Patrick McNally, a Norfolk, Va.-based 
spokesman for the Navy's Submarine Force, said 
lessons from the accident are now part of training. 
 

R 
ussian Ship Frees Itself From Ice in 
Antarctic   
 
A Russian cruise ship that has been struggling 

through a huge mass of sea ice for days has finally 
reached clear water off Antarctica. 
 
The Captain Khlebnikov icebreaker carrying 101 
passengers got stuck in the ice earlier this week near 
Snow Hill Island in the Weddell Sea off Antarctica. It has 
taken the ship five days to free itself, Fareastern 
Shipping Co. spokeswoman Tatyana Kulikova said 
Friday. 
 
She said it would now take the icebreaker three more 
days to return to Ushuaia on the Argentine coast — a full 
week after it was supposed to arrive. 
 
Kulikova said Antarctic weather is unpredictable in the 
early spring. "It's impossible to avoid worsening ice 
conditions with rapidly changing weather," she said. 
 
Officials said the passengers never were in any danger. 

In Memoriam 
 

Alfred R. Angliss Jr., P 
January 18, 2009 



E 
thanol is reducing your engine‟s efficiency. Fuel prices are sure to rise. And, the way things are going, 
I‟d bet fuel taxes spike as well. These things are out of your control, but you can combat them. Give 
your boat a “bottom job,” and it will run faster and more efficiently. We took in an eight-year-old Aq-
uasport, the bottom of which was pocked and cratered by years of uneven wear. After applying materi-

als and using tech assistance from Interlux (www.yachtpaint.com, 800-468-7589), the hull surface wasn‟t just 
showroom smooth, it was better than new, since we fixed some manufacturing glitches in the process. You can 
get the same results with two weekends‟ work. The time required makes haul-out a good time to tackle this pro-
ject, because you won‟t feel the pressure to launch that comes with spring. Just follow these steps. 
 

Stripping 
Step 1 
Set up your work area and don the safety gear. For best results, the ambient temperature should be 60-80 de-
grees F. If direct sun is on the stripping area, create shade using the tarp as a fly. 
Tip: Apply masking tape just above the painted waterline so its position isn‟t lost once the paint is gone. 
Step 2 
Scrape off loose, flaking paint. Brush a liberal coating of Interstrip 299e onto about 10 square feet and let it soak 
for 15 minutes, then scrape off the paint. Soak time will vary from 15 minutes to two hours, depending upon the 
number of coats being removed. It took 40 minutes to penetrate the five old coats on our Aquasport. Experiment. 
Our two-man team, working in tandem, stripped 130 square feet of bottom and transom in seven hours and used 
1.5 gallons of 299e. 
Step 3 
Remove residual paint splotches. We used spray oven cleaner, but paint thinner works. Wipe down the hull with 
Fiberglass Solvent Wash 202 to allow better adhesion of subsequent products. 
  
Sealing, Filling and Painting 
Step 1 
Our Aquasport had a number of laminate voids, plus some user installed gouges. Fill imperfections with Watertite 
Epoxy Filler. Using a spreader or putty knife, swipe the goop across the gouge and then scrape off the excess 
from several directions. Two applications might be nec-
essary — don‟t try to fill all in one pass. Overfill slightly, 
then after two hours, sand it flush with 80-grit paper and 
a sanding block, followed by 120-grit. 
Step 2 
Wipe down filled areas with 202, as epoxy “blushes” 
with a waxy film upon cure that will retard adhesion of 
bottom paint. 
Step 3 
Mask off the waterline and any underwater metals, in-
cluding drive housings, engine-mounting brackets, 
through-hulls, swim ladders and trim tabs. Mix the paint 
thoroughly. 
Step 4 
Apply bottom paint. For best results, use a 3/8-inch nap 
roller cover, cutting in around fittings, drives and en-
gines, struts, etc., with a chip brush first. Apply a mini-
mum of two coats. We chose an ablative paint instead of 
a “hard” coating, since these wear away evenly in use, 
largely eliminating the need to have to strip down to 
bare ‟glass in the future. 
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Refinishing Your Boat's Bottom 

2010 Summer Cruise Meeting 
for Sail & Power Boaters 

 
All Lackawanna members and students from the 2009 and 

2010 public boating courses are invited to attend.  It will 
be held on Monday, Feb. 8, 2010, 8:00pm at the Madison 

House. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY! 
 

Previous cruises have been: 
NORTH ON THE HUDSON RIVER 

LONG ISLAND SOUND TO ESSEX AND MYSTIC, CT.; 
SAG HARBOR AND GREENPORT, NY. 
BLOCK ISLAND AND NEWPORT, R I 

MARTHA‟S VINEYARD AND NANTUCKET, MA 
ATLANTIC CITY, NJ 

THE CHESAPEAKE BAY 

 
If you plan to attend or have any questions please contact: 

Bill Robinson 973 335-9333 or wjrcpa@optimum.net  

http://www.yachtpaint.com
mailto:wjrcpa@optimum.net


O 
ne day you‟re warm, the next day you‟re cold. 
The fall can offer clear skies and fair winds for 
boaters, but with that comes a warning — stay 
warm. 

 
“You have to be smart about it,” said John Pagani of 
Kayak East, who leads paddling tours in New Jersey 
through October and offered some tips on cold-weather 
paddling. 
 
Dress in layers. Wear synthetic or wool garments, not cot-
ton. When wet, cotton won‟t keep you warm. Never kayak 
alone. 
 
Stick close to shore. Often exploring is more fun that way, 
and you‟ll be nearer to shore in case of a flip. Be sure you 
are capable of self and assisted rescues. 
 
Be realistic about your abilities, Pagani said. If you have 
your heart set on a particular stretch of water, but it‟s too 
rough, head to a calmer backwater for the day. New Jer-
sey has plenty of them. 
 
Boaters in general, not just kayakers, should be aware of 
cold-water dangers. Hypothermia is a condition where the 
body loses heat faster than it can produce it. It is debilitat-
ing and can lead to death. 
 
Another danger is cold shock, in which a sudden immer-
sion in cold water causes an involuntary gasp, which can 
draw in water. 
 
Some other tips offered by the experts: 
 
Wear a hat — it helps to keep heat in. Eat high-energy 
food. In a capsize, stay with the boat and swim as little as 
possible — swimming robs the body of heat faster. 
 
Try to float in the fetal position, and if you are with others, huddle 
together. 
 
Wear a life preserver. They help to keep you afloat, and help to 
keep heat in. 
 
Dress for the water temperature, not the air. Experienced pad-
dlers who brave the cold wear wetsuits or drysuits when the wa-
ter temperature is below about 60 degrees. 
 
Don‟t consume alcohol, because it dilates the blood vessels and 
makes you lose heat faster, and don‟t give alcohol to anyone 
suffering heat loss. 
 
For more information on the subject, and first aid, check the 
BoatUS Foundation. Go to boatus.com/foundation/guide. Click 
on “emergency preparation.” 

commended USPS for assisting the Navy with its 
acute demand for training.   
 
After 9/11, the cities of Newark and Jersey City 
received $1.2 million combination patrol and fire 
boats from Homeland Security.  Neither city had 
marine units at that time, so the Coast Guard asked 
the Raritan Bay and Barnegat Bay squadrons to 
train fifty first-responders for the operation of the 
vessels.   
 
You may know that New York recently passed 
legislation requiring anyone on a boat under 21 feet 
to wear a life jacket between the months of 
November and May when fatalities spike among 
people fishing and hunting.  Generally, these are 
small open boats or rowboats with an outboard 
motor. I have attached the 2008 CG statistics that 
show the fatality spike between these months.  One 
might expect July, when there are extremely large 
numbers of boats on the water, to be the most 
dangerous, but, as you can see from the CG stats, 
it's the winter months that see the largest number of 
fatalities.  Attached is a letter that I sent to Senator 
Ciesla asking him to sponsor legislation similar to 
New York's. 
 
As of June 1 of this year, anyone operating a motor 
driven boat in New Jersey is now required to have 
taken a boating safety course.  Thus, there is a 
drastic reduction of students requiring a course, and 
many of the private people who were teaching for 
profit have disappeared.  USPS squadrons in New 
Jersey will, however, continue to teach courses in 
early spring of next year. Since I am the USPS New 
Jersey boating course coordinator with the Marine 
Police, I field many calls from all over the 
state.  There are those who have had a boating 
addendum on their drivers license and thought that it 
met the law.  These people are discovering that it is 
merely for operation of a power vessel on none tidal 
fresh water lakes, and the Motor Vehicle Bureau will 
not provide it without presenting a NJ Boating 
Certificate proving that they have completed a 
boating safety course.  Others are procrastinators 
who just haven't gotten around to taking a course 
and new boaters.   
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Smoother sailing for Jersey's Boaters - 
The rest of the story  (cont.) 

As colder weather creeps in, boaters beware 
-- and be prepared. 

by Charles Zusman  

http://boatus.com/foundation/guide


Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron 
Lt/C Maureen Medure, P 

120 Hillcrest Ave. 

Morristown, NJ 07960 
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Calendar 

Jan. 18 Exec. Committee Meeting Madison House 

Jan. 20-24 New York Boat Show Javits Center 

Feb. 5 Founders Day New Vernon Firehouse 

Feb. 2 Spring Member Classes Start Honeywell 

Feb. 9 America‟s Boating Course Montville Public Library 

March 15 Exec. Committee Meeting Madison House 

March 19 Spring Meeting New Vernon Firehouse 



 

 

COME HELP US CELEBRATE 

 

Talks and round table  

discussions on local boating  

areas* 

 

 NJ Shore - Navasink & 
Shrewsbury Rivers 

 Long Island Sound 
 

Come out and learn about these 
fascinating boating areas right in 
your own backyard. 
Presentations and discussions 
will be given and led by our own 
members who call these areas 
home during the boating season. 

* scheduled topics 

 

 

CASUAL DRESS     GOOD FRIENDS SANDWICHES 

NEW VERNON FIREHOUSE 

FEBRUARY 5th, 2010 

Bar at 7:00pm  Food at 7:30PM 

 

 PLEASE RESPOND NO LATER THAN JANUARY 29, 2010 
 

Mail to:  Kevin Wanner        Name: _________________________________________ 
262 Raymond Court    Address: _______________________________________ 
South Orange, NJ  07079-2341 Phone: (           ) ______ - _____________   
adminofficer@lackawanna.org  
973-761-5733  

Please reserve a space for ___________ persons at $10.00 per person.   
 

Please make check out to LSPS 
 

mailto:adminofficer@lackawanna.org


Enchanted Islands of the Pa-
cific, where time has stood still 

for so long. 
 

Tom will be sharing with us his cruise of the Galápagos Is-
lands 

Cash bar from 7:00pm - 7:30pm 
Dinner (then meeting) from 7:30pm - 8:30pm 

Coffee/cake and speaker from 8:30pm - 9:30pm 

Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron’s 

 

 

Friday, March 19, 2010 
7:00pm - 9:30pm 

New Vernon Fire House 
 

Voting on the 2010-2011 Bridge Officers and approval of the budget  
will also take place at this meeting.  

Detach here and return to: 

Kevin Wanner  
262 Raymond Court, South Orange, NJ  07079-2341  

973-761-5733 or adminofficer@lackawanna.org 
Names of people attending ___________________ Number ___ x $15.00 per person  

Total enclosed $_____________ (Please make check out to LSPS) 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN MARCH 12
th

 

Please join us for a catered dinner and our 
featured speaker Tom Gilbert 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN MARCH 12th 

mailto:adminofficer@lackawanna.org

