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Volume XXXXIII, Number  1                                                                                                Spring 2011 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COMMANDER 

 

What a year!  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed serving as Somerset’s 
Commander, so much so, that I’ve decided to have another go at it. 

Don’t get me wrong, there were definitely some challenging moments, 
but despite the obstacles and “bumps in the road”, which at times felt 
like giant craters, I wouldn’t have traded this experience. 

(George and) I have strengthened friendships with some members of 
Somerset, and have made new friends throughout the district.  I 
appreciate their support for me personally, and their support of 
Somerset Sail & Power Squadron.  District 4 is the best! 
 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge some special people -- First, the Bridge Officers who were front and 
center all year long:  Secretary – Lt/C Anna Wasko, AP;  Treasurer – Lt/C John Makar, S; Asst. Educational 
Officer – John Hitchcock, AP;  and last, but certainly not least, Educational Officer – George Jorda, AP. George 
is my best friend, my conscience, and my sounding board.  He understands me, and encourages me to be the 
best me possible.  Thank you, George! 

Next, I would like to acknowledge the Executive Committee: Lt Andrew Beck, Robert Barth, AP, 1/Lt John 
Hitchcock, AP, P/C Marie Hughes, P, P/Lt/C Gregory Kolibas, AP, P/Lt/C Donald Roeske, S, Lt Maria 
Semple, S, P/C Peter Wasko, JN and Lt Debra Younack, AP.  You understood the importance of attending the 
Executive Meetings, but more importantly the importance of participating and contributing at them. 

I would like to offer a special thank you to P/C Marie Hughes, P.  Marie, you are truly a special lady.  I am 
thankful for your assistance, your guidance, your friendship, and your support this past year, and don’t mind 
at all that you want to share with me how it was in the old days. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my Flag Lieutenant, P/C Tom Norman, AP.  While Tom officially served as my 
flag, it was both Tom and Anita Norman that tirelessly helped me throughout the year.  They answered my 
numerous phone calls and e-mails, basically pleas for help and guidance, and never seemed to mind.  I was 
lucky to get “two for one”.  The squadron is all the better because of your dedication.  If only, we could bottle 
your enthusiasm.   

Thank you all for a great year!  I look forward to great things in 2011-2012!  
                            Cdr Melissa Jorda, P 

           
 

 "Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn't 
do than by the ones you did.  So throw off the bowlines.  Sail away from safe 
harbor.  Catch the trade winds in your sails.  Explore.  Dream.  Discover."    
                                                                                           --Mark Twain 
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    Somerset Sail & Power Squadron’s 40th Birthday 
                          Founders Day 2011 
 
Somerset Sail and Power Squadron celebrated it's 40th anniversary at the January 
Membership Meeting at the Stoney Brook Grille in North Branch, New Jersey.   As 
one of the founding members, P/C Ed Peterson provided a history of the squadron 
and its beginnings in 1971. 

 
                              

Happy 40th Anniversary to SSPS                               Mel Brower, Marie Huges, Anita Norman,                        Marianne and Pino Carlomagno, Linda and  
                                                                                         Melissa and George Jorda, Carol and Rich                              Bob Barth, Nick and Sonya Garbidakis                
                                                                                                    Woznicki, and Andrew Beck 

 
                                           
  
 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
              

D/C Rich Swackhamer with Karen and                                Founding Members Mel Brower and                                 Stuart and Diane Narr, Bill Bilgor (Raritan                   
Tracy (Watchung PS); D/LT/C Flo Smith                                                 Ed Peterson                                                              Bay PS), Jayme Totten, Rick Morris,      
(Staten Island PS); Bob and Joyce Barkalow                                                                                                                                          Bob and Maria Semple 
                   (Barnegat Bay PS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary and John Makar, Inge Jordana, Ed Peterson           Founding Members Blow out the Candles!                       New Members Jayme Totten and Rick Morris 
           Debbie and Ron Younack,                                                                                                                                                                      being sworn in. 
               Anna and Peter Wasko 
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What the Heck are Those Birds? 
By Lt/C Debra Younack, AP 

As is common with many boat owners, we often visit our 
marina in Red Bank over the Winter - somehow, it makes 
the long, cold season seem shorter.  On a recent visit in late 
February, we were treated the sight of a large flock of 
unusual looking ducks resting in the Navesink River, near 
the Oceanic Bridge.  There had to be at least 1000 or more 
birds on the water - quite a sight! 

Doing some research when we returned home, we found 
that  they were actually "Greater Scaup", part of the winter 
bird population that calls Lower New York Bay, Raritan 
Bay, Sandy Hook Bay, and the Navesink & Shrewsbury 
rivers home  during the winter season.  They arrive here 

from the north in late autumn to rest and feed during the non-breeding season. Among duck-hunters, Greater 
Scaup are popularly known as a "blue-bill" or "greater blue-bill." The name scaup is said to probably comes 
from the bird's infrequent call, scaup scaup.  
 
We were told that a large flock of Greater Scaup had been seen 
a few weeks back in Sandy Hook Bay, and before then in 
Raritan Bay, near Staten Island. Over this particular weekend, 
the birds were probably seeking shelter from the strong winds 
on the open water in the bay, where the Navesink River is 
sheltered from the north winds by the high hills of the 
Navesink Highlands.  In the midst of gusty winds, this was 
the most impressive display of local wildlife that we have ever 
seen at one time, a real-time natural event that might not occur 
again for years, or ever. 
 
Once at their wintering grounds, the Greater Scaup feed. They are diving birds and go underwater to feed on 
aquatic animals, mostly mollusks, such as clams, mussels, snails, and oysters.  How long will the scaup remain 
in the Navesink River is anyone's guess. For now, though, we just enjoyed the seasonal sight of Greater Scaup 
in our local waters and hope they eat hearty and return for years to come. 

 
 

                                                SSPS New Member 
 
Linda Barth, long-time friend of Somerset Sail 
and Power Squadron through her husband, 
Bob, a member since 2003, has decided to 
officially become one of us.   

Pictured at the right is Linda being sworn in 
at the recent Membership meeting by Cdr 
Melissa Jorda.  A hardy SSPS "Welcome" goes 
out to Linda. 
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                        National Safe Boating Week 
                                  Test Your Boating Knowledge 
This quiz gives boaters a refresher safety course for National Safe Boating Week, which is 
May 21-27, 2011. The quiz consists of 20 questions testing a boater's knowledge of standard 
                        safety procedures.  See how your knowledge stacks up! 
                                            (Answers are on Page 8) 

1. Carbon monoxide, a deadly gas, the effects of which mimic 
sea sickness and intoxication, is:   
a. a blue/grey gas that smells like rotten bananas.  
b. often found on the surface of the water on warm days.  
c. a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas.  
d. nothing to worry about if you are in open air.  

2. A safety-conscious skipper never starts the engine on a 
gasoline- powered boat before:   
a. all passengers are comfortably seated on the foredeck, 

gunwale, or transom.  
b. checking to see that there is enough alcohol and additives 

in the fuel.  
c. checking the Sunday newspaper for a weather forecast.  
d. sniffing for fuel vapors in the engine and fuel 

compartments.  
3. Before fueling a boat with a built-in fuel tank, you should:   

a. close all portholes, doors, and hatches.  
b. turn on the bilge blower, if so equipped.  
c. open all portholes, doors, and hatches.  
d. keep all smokers at least three feet away.  

4. If you are caught on the water in bad weather, your first step 
should be to:   
a. listen for a weather forecast.  
b. pour water into the bilge to increase stability.  
c. stop all movement of your boat and drift until the storm 

is over.  
d. see that all aboard are wearing life preservers.  

5. When docking your boat it is desirable to plan the procedure 
in advance and:   
a. always operate your boat at cruising speed.  
b. approach slowly against the wind or current for more 

control of your boat.  
c. give instructions in a loud authoritative tone so that the 

crew will know who is in charge.  
d. teach the crew how to keep the boat away from the pier 

using their arms and legs.  
6. The correct anchor for your boat will depend not only on the 

size and type of your boat but on the:   
a. cost(always purchase the cheapest anchor available).  
b. size and length of your anchor rode.  
c. types of seabed and amount of wind and current you 

expect to encounter.  
d. location(bow or stern)from which you anchor.  

7. When participating in water sports such as water skiing, 
boardsailing, operating a personal watercraft, etc.it is 
important to:   
a. operate as close to swimmers, fishermen, divers, and 

other boats so that your expertise can be admired.  
b. pick a day with good strong winds, currents, and waves.  
c. never engage in watersports at night.  
d. not hinder your activities by wearing a life 

preserver,(PFD).  

8. To attract attention when you have an emergency in a small 
boat, blow your whistle or horn, or:   
a. swim slowly to shore, even if it is a long distance.  
b. set afloat an ice chest or life jacket with a note asking for 

help.  
c. just sit patiently until a marine patrol officer comes along.  
d. slowly and repeatedly raise your arms outstretched from 

your sides.  
9. You should have charts of the area where you are boating 

onboard to help you determine where you are and:   
a. provide you with up-to-date weather forecasts.  
b. show you where the fish are, if you are a fisherman.  
c. give you the location of near-by refreshment stands.  
d. where you want to be to avoid busy shipping lanes and 

hazards.  
10. The times and heights of tides are:   

a. influenced by the heat of the sun.  
b. influenced by high-pressure weather systems.  
c. predictable for any day at a given place.  
d. uniform in all locations.  

11. If a fire occurs when operating your PWC, stop the craft 
immediately and:   
a. make a MAYDAY call on your built-in VHF radio.  
b. turn on your navigation lights to attract help.  
c. leave the craft and swim as far away as possible.  
d. open the engine compartment and put out the fire.  

12. Which of the following statements is TRUE?   
a. PWCs do not disturb the ecology of the water bottom.  
b. Wake from PWCs does not contribute to shoreline 

erosion.  
c. Noise from PWCs will not disturb bird life.  
d. Excessive noise and lack of respect for others create 

pressures to regulate personal watercraft activities.  
13. Federal law prohibits:   

a. depositing garbage at a marina.  
b. treating a holding tank with a chemical.  
c. using an incinerating marine sanitation device.  
d. the throwing, discharging, or depositing of oil, garbage, 

or sewage into U.S. waters.  
14. Navigation Rules that apply to sailing vessels also apply to:   

a. water skiers.  
b. sailboarders.  
c. personal watercraft operators.  
d. parasailers.  

15. Federal regulations require that all recreational boats have:   
a. a USCG-approved wearable life preserver,(PFD), for each 

person onboard.  
b. an anchor and rode to securely anchor the vessel under 

any conditions.  
c. a compass, charts, dock lines, and fenders.  
d. a radiotelephone.  
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16. A condition that could result in Coast Guard termination 
of the use of your boat is:   
a. the display of navigation lights in daylight.  
b. running with your fenders hanging from the sides of 

your boat.  
c. overloading beyond the manufacturer's recommended 

safe loading capacity.  
d. failure to carry charts of your cruising area.  

17. If involved in a boating accident, federal regulations 
require that the boat operator immediately file a report 
with the:   
a. proper marine law enforcement agency, providing 

that property damage exceeds $50.  
b. local Motor Vehicle Department.  
c. local Coast Guard Auxiliary flotilla.  
d. proper marine law enforcement agency, if there is 

serious injury to, death or disappearance of a person, 
complete loss of a vessel, or property damage to 
vessels or property totaling $2000 or more.  

 
 

18. Navigation lights for both powerboats and sailing 
vessels under 65.6 feet include red and green sidelights 
and a white sternlight. However, powerboats of that 
length also are required to have a:   
a. yellow all-round light.  
b. red strobe light.  
c. white masthead light.  
d. flashing blue light.  

19. At night, off your starboard side, you see a boat with a 
white light over a red light. You take immediate 
precautions because you are meeting a:   
a. large vessel in a narrow channel.  
b. vessel engaged in diving.  
c. powerboat crossing in front of you from right to left.  
d. law enforcement vessel.  

20. The purpose of The Navigation Rules is to:   
a. prevent collisions.  
b. complement nautical charts in navigation.  
c. set standards for plotting courses.  

d. set limits for the size and speed of vessels.  

 

           
What is a Life Member? 

Submitted by Cdr Melissa Jorda, P 
 
Life members have paid dues at least 25 years as active 
members and received 25 active merit marks. 
 
P/C Pat Greer, SN, Past Commander of Somerset, a 
member of Raritan Bay Power Squadron, and an associate 
member of Somerset, recently became a life member, and 
was awarded her certificate at the Annual Meeting in 
Orlando, Florida in February. 
 
Congratulations, Pat and thanks for your many years of 
dedication and support of USPS! 
                                                                                                                                     Pat Greer receives her Life Member Award from 
                                                                                                                                                                       Chief Commander Frank Dvorak, SN. 

 

                                     Did You Know?? 

Many common sayings have their origin rooted in nautical tradition.  See how many of these 
you were already aware of - and if not, now you are just a little bit smarter than before! 

 
 

Three Sheets to the Wind:  A sheet is a rope line which controls the tension on corners of a square sail.  If, on a 
three masted ship, the sheets of the three lower course sails are loose, the sails will flap and flutter and are said 
to be in the wind.  A ship in this condition would stagger and wander aimlessly downwind much like a 
drunken sailor. 

Slush Fund:  The slushy slurry of fat obtained by boiling salted meat.  This stuff called "slush" was often sold 
ashore by the ship's cook for the benefit of himself or the crew.  The money so derived became known as a slush 
fund. 
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                             What Are You Reading? 
                                             By Melissa Jorda, P 
 
Sometimes a trip to the bookstore or the library to select a book can be daunting.  There are so 
many choices.  Where do you begin?  The purpose of this column is to offer you some 
suggestions on “good reads”.   

 
Left Neglected by Lisa Genova, Ph.D. 

Sarah Nickerson is a high-powered working mom with too much on her plate and too little time.  One day, 
racing to work and trying to make a phone call, she looks away from the road for a second too long.  In the 
blink of any eye, all the rapidly moving parts of her over-scheduled life come to a screeching halt.  A traumatic 
brain injury completely erases the left side of her world.  As she struggles to recover, she discovers she must 
embrace a simpler life, and in so doing begins to heal the things she’s left neglected in herself, her family, and 
the world around her. 

“The Universe gives Sarah Nickerson an unmistakable wake-up call in the form of a traumatic brain injury and 
a bizarre condition called Left Neglect.  In her journey of recovery, she not only learns to pay attention to 
everything her mind wants her to ignore, she learns to pay attention to her heart’s true desires.  This is a story 
about learning to live simpler and deeper, about paying attention to nourishing what matters, about healing 
and become whole.” – Lisa Genova 

 
Voyaging Square Riggers (Review submitted by John F. Hitchcock) 

Do you like to read of square riggers adventurous sailing about the world; sailing from England to fight their 
successful journey around Cape Horn to Australia or Tasmania during the 1800's?  It was manual navigation 
from star or sun sextant shots; dead reckoning combined with the captain’s skills and newly created wind, 
current, and tide tables from Major James Rennell and Matthew Fontaine Maurey.  Sir William Thompson, aka 
Lord Kelvin, placed soft iron balls beside compass binnacle deviation.  Log books became valuable to develop 
faster passages which were not eclipsed until marine steam engines and iron/steel hulls dominated world 
trade. 

Allar Villiers employed his way through various square rigged sailing ships in their waning domination of the 
world’s ocean.  He spoke with various captains and networked many informational sources, newspapers, and 
historical groups to write the foundations of his writing career.  In true Paul Harvey mode, he presents the 
story’s underside for our enjoyment.  Some of his books may be unavailable for they were printed and 
reprinted in England: Sea of Dogs of Today; George C. Harrap & Co.; Allan Villiers.  Vanished Fleets; Charles 
Scribner’s Sons; 1974; Allan Villiers. 

Derek Lundy is another thought creation author.  His The Way of A Ship is a recreation of one of his ancestors 
who worked on square riggers and ended in British Columbia, Canada.  Derek lived there for awhile as “the 
other Lundy”. 

Just check the computer database at your local library for Allan Villiers books.  It’s easy winter dreaming 
(Remember Walter Mitty??), while your boat is safely stored awaiting spring refitting at a local marina.  You 
can’t run your boat aground on the library stack walkways. 

 
   
If you also enjoy reading and want to share what you’ve read recently with others, send an e-mail to me at 
Melissa.jorda1@gmail.com and I will be happy to include the details in my next column. 
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                                              Pizza, Beer and Bowling 
                                                               By P/C Tom Norman, AP 
 

Seventeen SSPS Members and guests enjoyed a fun filled 
evening on February 25, 2011. It went something like this: 
Meet at Chimney Rock Inn at 1830 for what is arguably 
the best thin crust pizza in Central Jersey. Combine many 
varieties of pizza with cold beer, wine and good friends. It 
doesn’t get much better than this, perhaps with the 
exception of following it with a trip to Ten Pin Lanes.  

 
Well, even watching seasoned bowlers provides some entertainment value. 
You know – the drying of the hands, the wiping of the ball, the intense concentration, several steps to the head 
of the lane, release the ball. This is all followed by the twisting of the human body into various indescribable 
and normally unattainable positions all in an attempt to ‘steer’ the ball. Now imagine a rag tag bunch of 
bowlers – some with experience, some that haven’t bowled since childhood or maybe just a few times for fun. 
Some of us were even surprised we didn’t need pencils and paper score sheets! Then add all of those especially 
attractive and colorful rental shoes and watch as each of these folks makes their best attempt to knock down 
the pins. There were some strikes, some spares and quite a few gutter balls, but mostly there was a whole lot of 
laughter and camaraderie. Thanks to Melissa Jorda, P and Anita Norman, SN for organizing this event and 
thanks to all who joined in the fun for making a great night out! 
  
Why not watch for our next activity and consider joining us?  

 
 
 
 

 
   

 
Jayme Totten and Rick Morris, new members of Somerset Sail & Power Squadron 
have donated four micro projectors to the squadron.   
 
The Education Department has already put one of the projectors to use during 
the Seamanship course currently underway. 
 
Thanks, Jayme and Rick for your generosity! 

 
 

 
 

The SSPS Bowlers - the Normans, the Jordas, 
the Waskos, the Barths, the Carlomagnos, 
and John Hitchcock.   

Linda and Bob Barth, Marianne Carlomagno, 
Anna Wasko and George Jorda, waiting for 
their turn to show off their stuff. 

John Hitchcock - getting serious! 
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Celebrate New Jersey 
By P/C Ronald Younack,  AP 

 
I was extremely impressed with the speaker at our March 4, 2011 meeting -- none other than 
our newest member, Linda Barth!  Linda's presentation, "Celebrate New Jersey", was one that 
touched me personally, enough so that I reached out to Linda to learn more about her and the 
books she has written. 
 
A graduate of Bound Brook High School and Paterson State College, Linda Barth taught 
fourth grade New Jersey studies for twenty-five years in the Bridgewater-Raritan Regional 
School District.  The slide program, “Celebrate New Jersey,” evolved from her membership in 
the nonprofit, Celebrate New Jersey, a grassroots movement that builds pride in and fosters a 
brighter future for New Jersey through educational programs and promotional initiatives. 

This involvement led to the picture book, Hidden New Jersey, due out in 2012. 

In addition, Linda has been a fan of New Jersey for a long time. As a fourth-grade 
teacher, she tried to focus students’ attention on the positive aspects of our state: 
its diverse geography, agriculture, industry, and famous firsts and inventions. A 
life-long resident of the Garden State, Linda has written two books on the D&R 
Canal for Arcadia Publishing. Her children’s picture book, Bridgetender’s Boy, was 
published by the National Canal Museum in 2005.  

She is no stranger to the 
Delaware & Raritan 
Canal, having grown up in the canal town of South 
Bound Brook. For over two decades she served on the 
board of the Canal Society of New Jersey and, with her 
husband Robert, has led canal tours throughout the 
Northeast. The Barths enjoy cruising (at the leisurely 
pace of 5 miles per hour) on the historic canals of 
England, Scotland, France, Canada, and other 
countries. The author of many canal and travel 
articles, Mrs. Barth has served as the curator of the 
Mule Tenders Barracks Museum on the banks of the 
D&R Canal in Griggstown, New Jersey.  

Linda also has a Website that you can read more about her works, www.lindabarth.com. 

 
      

            Answers to the National Safe Boating Week Test 
     

 

 
 
 

 
How did you do?  Less than 16 correct, you may want to contact the SEO to see when the next Safe Boating class will be held !   

            (PS - and call me when you will be in the Sandy Hook Bay area so I can be somewhere else! -- EDITOR) 

 
      
     
 

1 - c 6 - c 11 - c 16 - c
2 - d 7 - c 12 - d 17 - d
3 - a 8 - d 13 - d 18 - c
4 - d 9 - d 14 - b 19 - c
5 - b 10 - c 15 - a 20 - a
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District Four Spring Conference 
By Anita Norman, SN 

The festivities and formalities of the District 4 Conference and Change of 
Watch began on the evening of Friday, 11 March and ended on Sunday, 13 March. 
Six members of SSPS attended. It all started 
with a cocktail party hosted by D/C 
Richard Swackhamer and his first mate 
Karen. Then the inevitable tribute and toast 

– or was it a roast – in honor of the Swackhamers. This was a great 
party quite in keeping with Commander Swackhamer’s theme of ‘It’s 
Five O’Clock Somewhere’.  After the cocktail hour and a great buffet, 
incoming District Commander Florence Smith had the honor of 
presenting the toast and roast. Seriously, it was a great look back at a 
year filled with fun activities.  

At the Saturday morning meeting District 4 had the honor of being addressed by Chief Commander Frank 
Dvorak, SN. Chief Dvorak traveled from Washington State to be with us and he delivered a powerful and 
positive message about the future of USPS.. After the meeting there were several interesting workshops. Cdr 
Melissa Jorda, P/C Marie Hughes and P/C Tom Norman all attended the Administrative and Marketing 
workshop. Anita Norman attended the Boat Operator’s Certification (BOC) workshop. D/Lt Carol Woznicki 
was also at the Conference and attending to District business.  

Prior to the morning meeting and during these workshops our SEO Lt/C 
George Jorda trained members to use a fire extinguisher using a ‘virtual 
fire’. This device has virtual flames. The firefighter trainee uses a very 
realistic fire extinguisher that  includes the safety pin, nozzle and trigger. 
The unit uses a laser light to ‘extinguish’ the fire. The purpose of the 
training is to reinforce aiming at the base of flames, using a slow sweeping 
motion and using the extinguisher until it is empty. George did a great job 
with this and the training aid was very effective.  

After the workshops we were given the opportunity to obtain adult 
beverages and then gathered for lunch and the election of 2011-2012 District 4 Officers. During lunch a number 
of awards were given. Somerset Sail and Power Squadron was recognized with several awards: Educational 
Fund Honor Roll (for making an annual contribution in the amount of $1.00 per active member to the 
educational fund, the Distinction in Journalism Award for the quality of our Port-O-Call (Congratulations and 
thanks for a great job P/C Ron Younack) and the Distinctive Communicator Award for the quality and content 
of our website (Congratulations and thanks for a great job Lt Bob Semple).  

After the luncheon and election were completed we enjoyed a few hours of 
down time and enjoyed sharing thoughts about the various workshops. Early 
evening brought another opportunity for cocktails prior to the District 
Change of Watch and dinner dance. We were provided with great music, 
good food and an enjoyable program which lasted just about the right length 
of time. We visited old friends, dined, danced and had a great time well into 
the night.   

Why not plan on joining our Commander and some of our other members at 
the D/4 Fall Conference? It is a great opportunity to swap stories and concerns with the District leadership, 
our members and members of other Squadrons. You are sure to have a good time and may find some new 
friends that boat in your area.  
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Thanks P/D/C Sorensen.  Thanks A Lot. 
By Tim Tyson, Waterlog editor 

Past District Commander (P/D/C) Jane Sorensen, AP, was recently acknowledged by the Atlanta Sail & Power Squadron for her commitment as the Newsletter Advisor 
for Districts 17 and 24.   This article appeared in the latest edition of their newsletter, Waterlog, and is being shared with you courtesy of Tim Tyson, Waterlog editor. 

Most of you are not familiar 
with the name Jane 
Sorensen. That is about to 
change. P/D/C Jane 
Sorensen, AP (and Life 
Member, of which she is 
very proud) has been the 
Newsletter Advisor for 
Districts 17 and 24. This is 
no small job. It involves 

advising the two districts and their squadron edi-
tors, and evaluating the their newsletters for the 
purposes of presenting the Distinctive Com-
municator Award. Advisors follow an evaluation 
sheet (found on the USPS web page) to ensure that 
the newsletters A.) conform to standards. Rank, 
titles, and descriptions should adhere to the USPS 
guidelines, B.) Style. The newsletter should be 
comfortable to look at and easy to follow, and C.) 
Informative. P/D/C Sorensen does not use the 
computer, a fact she is famous for, and "how she 
got the coordination and the job done is a mystery 
to us all. She certainly has a lot of skills we could all 
use," said R/C Brenda Joyce of the National 
Communications Committee (formerly the 
National Publications Committee). "The woman 
has the patience of Job." 

P/D/C Sorensen is retiring from this position, so it 
is only fitting for the Waterlog to send her off with 
a big "job well done". 

P/D/C Sorensen and her husband Carl are both 
retired school teachers (Jane - if I may take the 
liberty of addressing her by her first name - is also 
a retired guidance counselor). Long ago Carl was a 
member of the Watchung (NJ) Power Squadron 
and, when it split off into the Watchung Squadron 
and the Somerset Sail and Power Squadron in 1971, 
he became active with Somerset. The Squadron's 
4th ever Commander, Carl was influential in 
getting National to change their rules allowing 
women to become full members. A certificate 
holder when the change was finally made, Jane 
joined and dove in head first. She became 
Somerset's 2nd female Commander (1987) and 
District Four's first woman Commander (1997). 

"We're a landlocked Squadron, and they (the 
Sorensens) participated in the geodetic markers 
program. They are real troopers, that's for sure," 
commented Somerset's Boating Activities Chair Lt 
Maria Semple, S. 

As Tom and Anita Norman said (at the same time, 
two voices in unison), "she is a tireless supporter of 
anything Power Squadron and a good friend." I got 
the impression that the order of those two 
descriptions could be, but didn't have to be, 
reversed. "Outside of our regular Squadron ac-
tivities we've had the opportunity to do a little 
RV'ing with them, and we had the honor of being a 
part of their 50th wedding anniversary celebration. 
You will never meet a nicer lady and gentleman 
than Jane and Carl. Within the Squadron I don't 
think there's anyone more pro-Squadron or more 
willing to welcome and support everyone that 
wants to be a part of the Squadron," said the 
Normans (again, speaking as one). The Sorensens 
take this enthusiasm all the way to the National 
level, having over the years crisscrossed the 
country in their RV to attend various Governing 
Boards and Annual Meetings. 

On a personal note, just after I took the reins of the 
Waterlog, I called P/D/C Sorensen to introduce 
myself and to solicit constructive criticism. I told 
her that I certainly didn't want to do anything that 
might embarrass our Squadron. She told me that, 
"after the Herndons you have some pretty big 
shoes to fill." Tempted as I was to tell her that Lisa 
actually had small feet, I was instead impressed - 
and a bit intimidated - by the fact that she knew 
who our past editors were by name. And though I 
have only spoken with P/D/C Sorensen that one 
time, and have only one written communication 
with her, I feel that she is like every teacher I ever 
had who I love and respect to this day. I have 
always felt that if I ever stepped over the line of 
good grammar, punctuation, or good taste, for that 
matter, she would not hesitate to let me know. In a 
hurry. 

Thanks P/D/C Sorensen. Thanks a lot. 

    

 
    P/D/C Jane Sorensen, AP 
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Change of Watch 2011 
By P/C Ronald Younack,  AP 

 
Millstone Grille in Manville, New Jersey was the venue for our squadron’s Annual Change 
of Watch, held Saturday, March 26, 2011.   “Change of Watch” is a custom followed aboard 
ships in the United States Navy, whereby the current officers are replaced with a new set of 
officers.  For those of you who have not attended a Change of Watch, it’s an interesting 
ceremony.   
 
First, the outgoing Commander calls the "bridge" (the other officers who, with the 
Commander, have guided the ship for the year past) to assemble, thanks them for their 

service, presents them with a token of appreciation and then dismisses them.  The District commander then 
dismisses the Commander and is then in charge of the squadron since the squadron no longer has a 
Commander. 
 
The District Commander administers the oath of office to the 
Commander-elect and presents the new Commander with the 
insignia and flag of office.  The new bridge then comes forward and 
the oath of office is administered by the District Commander, and the 
new Commander presents them with their symbolic flags of office. 
The new Commander is then in charge of the squadron.   
 
So it was on Saturday night, March 26, 2011.  Cdr. Melissa A. Jorda , 
P. thanked the current bridge and Executive Committee for their hard 
work, dismissed them, and presented the squadron’s Charter to 
District Commander Florence E. Smith, SN, symbolizing the turn-over of command of the squadron to the 
District Commander. 

D/C Smith then officiated the 
installation of the 2011 - 2012 
Bridge:  Cdr. Melissa A. Jorda, P; 
Education Officer George E. 
Jorda, JN; Executive Officer 
Ronald L. Younack, AP; 
Administrative Officer Thomas E. 
Norman, AP; Secretary Debra D. 
Younack,. AP; and Treasurer John 
Makar, S (not Present). 
 
Anita Norman accepted the position of Flag Lieutenant; and P/C John E. Peterson, SN, once again accepted 
the position of Chaplain for another year.  P/C Marie Hughes, P, was the host and Mistress of Ceremonies for 
the evening.   
 
As is customary at Somerset Sale & Power Squadron, the formal ceremony was followed by music, dancing, 
and socializing.  To use an old cliché, “a fun time was had by all.”    
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Captain's Challenge 
                                      
 
When caught in an approaching thunderstorm:  First, determine your distance from the 
storm, then decide whether to head for port or ride it out.   
 
Thunderstorms can travel up to _______ miles per hour. 
 
 

 
 

      

                                     Port O’Call 
The next Port O’Call will be the Summer 2011 edition to be published at the end of June.    
Please consider submitting an article .. be it a boating experience, a recipe, a book or movie 
you think we should all see, etc.  While the deadline for articles will be June 15th, you do not 
have to wait until the deadline to submit articles as we will accept them as they are ready and 
hold them for upcoming issues.  Please send all articles and pictures to younack@comcast.net.   

 
 

 
 

Cdr. Jorda presents the current Bridge  (George 
Jorda, Anna Wasko, and Tom Norman) with a 

token appreciation before dismissing them. 

The newly installed bridge display their 
flags of office. 

District Commander Florence E. Smith 
delivers her remarks to the attendees. 

P/LT/C Anna Wasko receives a Past Lt 
Commander Flag for 4-years of service to the 

Squadron - Congratulations! 

Twenty miles per hour

and the fun begins! P/C Ronald Younack presents gifts of 
appreciation to the Commander and 
George on behalf of the Squadron. 
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New York City Boat Show 2011 
 
Andrew Beck represented Somerset Sail & Power Squadron at the New York City Boat Show, January 19 - 23.   
Note that he also sent photos of two boats - I wonder if there is a new boat in his future, and which one is it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                          There's Andrew, on the Left! 

 
 
 
            
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

Support our Advertisers 
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USPS Member Benefits and Discounts 

Many of us may not be aware of all of the benefits of being a member of the United States Power Squadrons.  
While more detailed information is available online at www.uspsbenefits.org, listed below is a sampling of the 
benefits that make your membership more and more valuable. 

MetLife Auto & Home Insurance MetLife Auto & Home’s group insurance program has been made available to you, 
which comes with special group rates and discounts.  You could also enjoy bonus savings and benefits just for being a 
member of the United States Power Squadrons.  Policies available include: auto, home, landlord’s rental dwelling, condo, fire, 
renters, recreational vehicle, boat, and personal excess liability (“umbrella”) policies.   

USPS Vacation Center Through the USPS Vacation Center website, in partnership with leading tour operators, 
members receive exclusive discounts not available to the general public, to the most popular destinations around the world 

 

USPS Wireless Center Free phones and accessories on selected products and savings above all websites, retailers and 
carriers (up to $100 or more) are available at the USPS Wireless Center. Side-by-side shopping from our vast selection of cell 
phones and accessories from most major carriers. You can compare your options and choose the best value for you and your 
family. Get the same great rate from the carrier and a better phone at a better price than at any retail store!   

On Call International Medical & Travel Assistance On Call International offers medical and travel assistance 
memberships to protect individuals and families traveling anywhere around the globe. As a leading medical and travel 
assistance provider for vacationers, business travelers, expatriates, students and others traveling away from home, On Call 
Internation delivers life-determining aid during medical emergencies worldwide, including evacuation to hospital of choice, 
any time members travel more than 50 miles from home. USPS Members receive 10% off! 

 

LifeLock Identity Theft Protection Your identity makes you unique. LifeLock, the industry-leader in identity theft 
protection, uses the industry’s most advanced alert system to help ensure you remain the only you. As an USPS member, 
you’re entitled to a special offer and 10% off. That’s just $9 a month or $99 annually.  

 

Sears Commercial Marketplace A way USPS members and supporters can point, click and save money on items to 
furnish and finish their homes. At Sears Commercial Marketplace, USPS members can save 5-50%* off everyday items such 
as home appliances, electronics, mattresses, fitness equipment, lawn and garden products, and much more. Plus you will save 
on the top brands, including Kenmore and Craftsman.  

 

FREE USPS Prescription Savings Card Download your FREE card now and start saving today! Members can save 
up to 55% on prescription drugs with your FREE USPS Prescription Savings Card. No fees and it never expires. Accepted at 
over 59,000 pharmacies. One card covers your entire family including pets  

USPS Life Line Screening USPS Life Line Screening is designed for early detection of potential health problems 
leading to stroke, aortic aneurysms, arterial disease and osteoporosis. USPS members have the opportunity to detect life-
threatening conditions, at an affordable cost of only $135. 

 

USPS Long Term Care Insurance Program  How will you spend the years ahead?  That may depend on the long-
term care insurance you choose today. Like most people, you probably recognize the need for long-term care insurance. It's 
not simply "nursing home" coverage, but insurance that helps assure you of continued independence as you age - without 
depleting the personal assets you've worked hard to acquire. But choosing the right protection from the many plans available 
can be a daunting task. Long Term Care Resources has partnered with the USPS to offer a comprehensive Long Term Care 
Program. USPS members are entitled to a special discount on certain LTC plans available through this program.  

 

USPS CruisesOnly The USPS Vacation Center has partnered with America’s largest cruise agency, CruisesOnly, to 
offer the lowest prices in the industry to US Power Squadron Members and backed by the only 110% Best Price Guarantee in the 
industry.  Shop and compare thousands of cruises from 18 of the world’s top fleets departing from 22 U.S. ports.  Browse the 
latest in new promotions and last-minute offers or shop by category – weekend cruises, family cruises, honeymoon cruises, 
and more.  Check out customer reviews and travel tips. Plus, trained cruise consultants are ready to answer your questions, 
help you choose the right cruise for your needs and even help arrange land excursions.   

 

USPS Wyndham Hotels Whether you are looking for an upscale hotel, an all-inclusive resort or something more cost-
effective, US Power Squadron members can save on rooms at nearly 7,000 participating hotels worldwide. Wyndham Hotels 
are offering USPS Members 20 percent off the “Best Available Rate” at participating locations every time you travel.  

 

Avis Car Rental You can save up to 25% off your next car rental while experiencing the comfort and reliability that come 

with renting from Avis. With 4,800 locations in over 140 countries, there's always an Avis nearby.  

Budget Car Rental Make your budget go further by getting a great deal on a great car from Budget. As a US Power 
Squadrons member, you’ll get an amazing deal every time you rent – up to 20 percent off Budget’s great rates.   

 

 

Cdr Betty Pischel and her husband 
Executive Officer Bill Pischel  from 
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                       SOMERSET  SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
      2011 –2012 BRIDGE 

 

COMMANDER 
Cdr. Melissa A. Jorda, P 
338 Old York Road 
Flemington, NJ 08822 

908-419-4294, or melissa.jorda1@gmail.com 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
P/C Ronald L. Younack, AP 

72 Weber Avenue 
Hillsborough, NJ 08844 

908-359-7817, or younack@comcast.net 
 

EDUCATION OFFICER 
Lt/C George E. Jorda, JN 

338 Old York Road 
Flemington, NJ 08822 

908-303-6064, or gon2blzs@gmail.com 
 

ASSISTANT EDUCATION OFFICER 
1/Lt John F. Hitchcock, Sr., AP 

PO Box 48, Sergeantsville, NJ 08557 
 908 782-2558, or jfhitch38@hotmail.com  

  
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

P/C Thomas E.Norman, AP 
59 Huyler Road 

Branchburg, NJ  08876 
908-526-6625, or tanorman1@verizon.net 

 

SECRETARY 
Lt/C  Debra D. Younack, AP 

72 Weber Avenue 
Hillsborough, NJ 08844 

908-359-7817, or younack@comcast.net 
 

TREASURER 
Lt/C John Makar, S 
5 Kensington Ct 

Neshanic Station, NJ  08853 
908-369-4973, or j.m.makar@verizon.net 

 

 

Cdr Betty Pischel and her husband 
Executive Officer Bill Pischel  from 



   

  

        Mark your Calendars 
 
 
 

 

April   
14 Executive Meeting Commander’s House 

20 Officer Training San Carlo’s, Lyndhurst, NJ 
May   
4 D/4 Council  Meeting San Carlo’s, Lyndhurst, NJ 
12 Executive Meeting Commander’s House 
19 Membership Meeting Pheasant’s Landing, Hillsborough, NJ 

21-27 National Safe Boating Week  
June   

1 D/4 Council  Meeting San Carlo’s, Lyndhurst, NJ 
 

 
 
Each year, the National Publication Committee reviews the Squadron and District 
newsletters and selects those which are worthy of the Distinctive Communicator Award.   
We are proud to have once again received this award for 2010 and thank all of those of 
you who contributed articles throughout the year; it would not have been possible 
without your help.  --  Editor          
 

 

 

Somerset Sail & Power Squadron 
Port O’Call Editor 
Ronald L. Younack, AP 
72 Weber Ave. 
Hillsborough, NJ  08844 
 
Address Correction Requested 
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