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MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT 

COMMANDER 
 

 

As I look in my rear view mirror and reflect 
back on the events that we have shared so 
far this bridge year a smile comes to my 
face. 
 
In May we shared a fishing outing with 
members of district and their guests.  The 
weather and fishing could have been 
better but we toughed through it.  Three 
prizes were awarded.  One was won by a 
guest of Lackawanna member Ed 
DeMunno, another was won by Tony 
Santoro of Shrewsbury and the final was 
won by Owen O’Rourke of Northern New 
Jersey.  Everyone shared stories, laughter 
and the joy of being on the water.  
 
At the squadron commander’s luncheon, 
we were blessed with great weather.  We 
shared good food, while opening the 
sliding glass doors of the restaurant to 
watch boats, pwc’s and people navigate 
the Shrewsbury River. 
 
Most recently, we had a rendezvous at 
Haverstraw Marina in Haverstraw, NY.  The 
rendezvous was well attended.  We 
barbecued on Friday night and Saturday 
afternoon.  Saturday morning we raised 
the American and District 4 flags, followed 
by a brunch.  Saturday night featured a 
dinner at the restaurant at the marina.  The 
weather was decent, so people were able 

to enjoy the pool which overlooked the 
Hudson River.  Thanks to all for bringing 
and sharing the great food. 
 
For those shipmates that have attended 
these events, I thank you for your 
participation and support.  As I look 
prospectively at the district calendar, 
which can be found on the district website 
along with fliers for the events, I see many 
more opportunities for you to  attend 
events with district members and guests. 
 
So please, make it a point to attend these 
events.  Thank you very much for your 
support. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Ray Nylander, JN 
District 4 Commander   

 

ANY ONE NEED A DRINK??????? 
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Where Did the Good Old Days Go? 

The year was 1986. The place, Shelter 

Island New York, and the cast some 48 

members of Northern New Jersey Power 

Squadron. What were so many members 

from a District 4 squadron doing on the 

eastern end of Long Island that summer? 

The squadron commander was Bob 

Semple and the occasion was the 1986 

squadron cruise.  Two committees, one for 

power boats and the other for sail boats, 

planned the cruise with all boats 

converging on Shelter Island on that 

beautiful summer day for a barbeque, 

games and good times. It helped that one 

of the participants was a native of Shelter 

Island and had family still there to take 

care of the catering. Twelve sail boats and 

12 power boats converged on the island 

for a great time. The USPS Ensign was 

flown with pride by the members.  

Fast forward to 2012.  Five sail boats went 

on a 7 day cruise. Bob Semple Jr. and his 

wife Maria (members of Somerset Power 

Squadron) joined, Pete and Liz Scutter  

and  Dave and Gail (Merson) Meshulam of 

Northern New Jersey Sail and Power 

Squadron and had a ball visiting Port 

Washington, Norwalk, Northport and 

watching 4th of July fireworks in Oyster  

Bay.  P/R/C Pat Greer of Raritan Bay Sail & 

Power Squadron (formerly from Somerset 

Power Squadron) also tried to organize a 

cruise the same week with the ultimate 

destination being Mystic Connecticut and 

was only able to get one other boat to join 

her  despite a massive district wide effort 

seeking other participants. Due to time 

constraints and different final 

destinations, the 2 cruising groups were 

unfortunately not able to rendezvous. On 

the district level, thanks to the help of the 

Staten Island Sail and Power Squadron 

and substantial attendance by members of 

Lackawana Power Squadron, a 

rendezvous took place in Haverstraw New 

York on July 26, attended by 13 boats.  A 

second D4 rendezvous,( originally set by 

Raritan Bay PS) is scheduled for August 

11 and 12 in Atlantic City. Attendance 

raftups planned by Barnegat Power 

Squadron are not well attended. 

Attendance at a raftup by Raritan River 

Power Squadron had   boats participating.  

Where are our member boats hiding? It is 

understandable that the price of fuel has 

curtailed the use of power boats (all five of 

the boats on the 2 cruises were sail) but it 

is hard to believe that none of the 1500 

members of D4 are using their boats.  

It is time to consider whether cruises 

should be planned on the district level or 

by two or more squadrons joining forces 

and planning joint cruises. The presence 

of USPS boats is needed in our waters. It 

is time to rejuvenate and once gain have 

fun.  

(Recognizing that with the state of our 

economy and the price of fuel, there had 

to be some curtailment of use of our 

boats, District 4 has done everything to 

distribute notices of cruises by all 

squadrons in the district in the hope that 

participation will improve. The District has 

also scheduled a fishing trip for Thursday, 

September 13, 2012, out of Belmar.  If 

interested,  contact Edward DeMunno at 

rickyd101947@verizon.net).  

P/D/C David J. Meshulam, Editor 
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____________________________________ 

Lighthouse Point Marina Day 
     On Saturday 30 June, 2012, four 
squadrons of District 4 participated in the 
Lighthouse Point Marina Day. What is a 
marina day? A marina Day is a day spent 
at a marina and the vessels of the slip 
holders are inspected for Federal and 
State safety requirements. Additionally, a 
table filled with USPS material was made 
available for distribution to folks visiting 
the marina. The following squadrons were 
in attendance and participated in the 
activity: Lackawanna, Raritan Bay Staten 
Island, and Watchung Power Squadrons. 
Believe it or not Pompano Power 
Squadron / District 8( Florida) was also 
represented by Allan Furtado.  Allan is an 
associate member of Shrewsbury Power 
Squadron and was visiting his fellow 
members. When he heard help was 
needed he did not hesitate to sign up and 
participate.  
     The 90+ degree high humidity weather 
did not discourage the band of dedicated 
members from performing over 25 vessel 
examinations and letting the public know 
about USPS and what we have to offer. A 
membership application was initiated by 
Allan and he asked that I follow up on 
processing our future member. Who said 
that Vessel Safety Check programs aren’t 
a Marketing tool and opportunity to 
increase membership? 
   Hard work makes for ravenous appetites, 
so Carol Woznicki (Raritan Bay PS) and 
Rita Langere (Staten Island PS) took on 
the task of providing hot dogs and cold 
drinks to the wilted and weary workers. 
Thank you ladies. I think despite the hot 
weather, the folks enjoyed themselves and 
old friendships were rejuvenated and new 
friendships were started.   Why not 
consider having a Marina Day with your 
squadron and invite your fellow 
squadrons to share in the fun 
 
D/Lt/C Rich Woznicki, SN. 

 District 4 on the Job  

 

Even Got the Future 

Members Working 

______________________________ 

 

District 4’s Mark 4 Recipient 
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A CRAVING FOR TEACHING 

When I was in school, I was terrified 
to stand up in front of the class and 
speak. Fortunately, things change 
and in my professional life, I had 
many occasions to conduct 
meetings, to give presentations, and 
even to provide co-workers with 
formal instruction and I achieved 
comfort in doing so. Nearly twenty 
years ago I joined the United States 
Power Squadrons and gained 
knowledge in all its possible 
courses. This segued nicely into the 
next phase of my life, teaching its 
classes and seminars. 

This highly-regarded nationwide 
not-for-profit recreational boating 
education organization offers 
courses in basic boating safety, 
seamanship, navigation (with 
terrestrial references and celestial) 
and “elective” courses in subjects 
such as Engine Maintenance, Marine 
Electronics, and Cruise Planning. It 
also offers many seminars on a vast 
array of boating subjects, and 
recently, at the encouragement of 
the United States Coast Guard, 
initiated an on-the-water training 
program. 

As I began teaching, I realized that 
knowing subject matter and 
successfully teaching it to others 
are two entirely different matters. 
The Power Squadrons requires 
volunteer teaching members to 
learn how to be effective instructors 
with: preparation of lesson plans, 

development of teaching aids, 
successful use of presentation 
material, and effective delivery of 
the lessons. After passing a written 
exam and demonstrating effective 
teaching, the volunteers are 
transformed into certified 
“instructors” with required periodic 
refresher seminars. Now that young 
boy who quaked at making a 
presentation really enjoys getting up 
in front of the class in order to help 
others become better (and therefore 
safer) boaters! 

Before you follow my example and 
volunteer to be a Power Squadron 
instructor, please be forewarned 
that you’ll start this process at your 
own risk: teaching is definitely 
addictive. All class instructors will 
admit that they really enjoy teaching 
others to become more competent 
boaters. With so many teachers 
yearning for students to come and 
learn, I encourage you to take some 
safe boating and skill courses and 
seminars.  

For a list of the courses and 
seminars offered, please go to the 
USPS® website at www.usps.org. 
Though we may not be professional 
teachers, we do a good job of 
promoting the USPS® slogan:  

“Boating is fun . . . We’ll show you 
how!” 

 

P/D/C Pete TenBrink  

Feature Writer 

Marketing/Public relations Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

http://www.usps.org/
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                   ON THE LIGHT SIDE 

Cardiologist and Motor Mechanic  
 

A motor mechanic was removing a 

cylinder head from the motor of a BMW M3 

when he spotted a well-known cardiologist 

in his shop.  

The cardiologist was there waiting for the 

service manager to come and take a look 

at his car when the mechanic shouted 

across the garage, "Hey Doc, want to take 

a look at this?" The cardiologist, a bit 

surprised walked over to where the 

mechanic was working on the BMW.  

The mechanic straightened up, wiped his 

hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look 

at this engine. I opened its heart, took the 

valves out, repaired or replaced anything 

damaged, and then put everything back in, 

and when I finished, it worked just like 

new. So how is that I make $40,000 a year 

and you make $1.7M when you and I are 

doing basically the same work?"  

 

The cardiologist paused, leaned over, and 

then whispered to the mechanic..... 
 

 

"Try doing it with the 

engine running. 

__________________ 

Haverstraw Rendezvous 2012 
 
D/4 held their rendezvous at Haverstraw  
Marina  in West Haverstraw New York on 
July 27th 28th & 29th.  Eleven boats from 

five different squadrons  made the journey 
up the beautiful Hudson River just  below 
West Point, New York. 
With the summer heat burning down on 
the boaters lunch and a jump in the pool,  
a must for most was held upon arrival. 
At nightfall  all braved the heat and the 
mosquitoes to barbecue at the pits located 
On the Marina grounds. A bounty of food  
brought  by the boaters and those who 
came up by car was shared by the group 
as was wine, beer and  other refreshing 
drinks. 
Saturday morning District Commander 
Ray Nylander presided at a flag raising 
ceremony and with the help of  Treasurer 
Bob Phillips provided a brunch to be 
enjoyed by all. 
The pool and another  Barbecue  Saturday 
afternoon rounded out the mid day before 
the Heavens opened.   The rain helped 
cool things off a bit. 
Saturday evening The Hudson Water Club 
a Zagat Rated Restaurant located in the 
Marina on the banks of the Hudson River 
was the beautiful setting for a sumptuous 
buffet Dinner  for 61 people consisting of 
Chicken Marsala, Tilapia with Mango 
Sauce, Penne a la Vodka, a Roast beef & 
gravy carving station along with a bevy of 
salads & vegetables,  and to top it off 
coffee & delicious chocolate cake. 
On Sunday morning some boaters had 
breakfast and left for their home ports 
while other went exploring Further up the 
Hudson.   
Good Friends, Good Food  and being on 
the water made for a beautiful weekend for 
the boaters and the people who made the 
journey by car. 
 
D/Lt Joe David, SN 
Staten Island Sail & Power Squadron 
 
(See pictures on following pages) 
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Great food, camaraderie and 
fellowship at Haverstraw Marina 
 

 

 

 

The above is taken from the 

Raritan Bay Newsletter. Great 

exposure and publicity for the 

Squadron as well as USPS.  

 

Thank you. 
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Raritan Bay Power 

Squadron on Parade. 

 

 

 

 

News Around the Squadrons  
Unfortunately many of our squadrons 

are finding it difficult to run ABC 

courses for lack of students in New 

Jersey. Obviously this is due to the 

competition created when 

certification became mandatory in 

the state. To continue on our 

mission of safe boating education, 

we now need to emphasize  

seminars and advanced courses. 

Squadrons that are finding it difficult 

to run classes due to small 

enrolment or lack of instructors are 

invited to contact Northern New 

Jersey Sail and Power Squadron for 

possible joint classes to be held at 

their headquartes in Little Falls New 

Jersey. If interested contact P/C 

Robert Rosselott at  

rosselot17@aol.com.  

 

 

More on the Light Side 

 

A man feared his wife wasn't hearing 

as well as she used to and he 

thought she might need a hearing 

aid. Not quite sure how to approach 

her, he called the family doctor to 

discuss the problem. The Doctor told 

him there is a simple informal test 

the husband could perform to give 

the doctor a better idea about her 

hearing loss.Here's what you do," 

said the Doctor, "stand about 40 feet 

away from her, and in a normal 

conversational speaking tone see  if 

she hears you. If not, go to 30 feet, 

then 20 feet, and so on until you get 

a response." That evening, the wife 

is in the  kitchen cooking dinner, and 

he was in the den. He says to 

himself, "I'm about 40 feet away, 

let's see what happens. Then in a 

normal tone he asks, 'Honey, what's 

for dinner? No response.  So the 

husband moves closer to the 

kitchen, about 30 feet from his wife  

and repeats, "Honey, what's for 

dinner?" Still no response. 

Next he moves into the dining room 

where he is about 20 feet from his 

wife and asks, "Honey, what's for  

dinner?"Again no response. 

So, he walks up to the kitchen door, 

about 10 feet away.. "Honey, what's 

for  dinner?"Again there is no 

response.So he walks right 

 up behind her... "Honey, what's for 

dinner?""Ralph, for THE FIFTH  time, 

I told you CHICKEN!" 

 

mailto:rosselot17@aol.com
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Mark 4 is the official  
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
year. P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP, 
Editor, Gail Merson, Assistant 
Editor, with the help of many loyal 
members. Articles and 
announcements from squadron 
officers and members are welcome 
by email at DJMGEM@AOL.COM 
 
Special thanks to those who 
contributed to this issue. 
 
For inclusion of Squadron news and 
events, note that the next issue will 
be out in November. Deadline for 
insertion is November 1st.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More from Haverstraw 
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